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Rezumat

Articolul de fata studiaza felul in care sunt influentate
tiparele traditionale de locuire de pe Valea Topologului
atunci cand un element semnificativ din structura
teritoriului, precum Raul Topolog, este afectat prin proiecte
majore de infrastructura. Dincolo de calitatea spatiului
social generat de prezenta apei, schimbarile se resimt pe
multiple alte planuri ale locuirii.

Tn cazul Vaii Topologului, cercetarea vizeaza efectele
centralelor hidroenergetice existente si anticipeaza
posibilele consecinte ale unui nou proiect in curs de
implementare: autostrada Pitesti-Sibiu, care se va
suprapune cursului raului Topolog pe o lungime de
aproximativ 12km. Comparand realitatea cotidiana, marunta
a vaii si infrastructura nationala de mari dimensiuni, apare
problema impactului acesteia din urma asupra unei traditii
de locuire adanc inradacinata.

Abstract

The present article examines how traditional dwelling
patterns in the Topolog Valley are influenced when a
significant element of the territorial structure, such as the
Topolog River, is affected by major infrastructure projects.
Beyond the quality of the social space generated by the
presence of water, changes are felt on multiple other levels
of habitation.

In the case of the Topolog Valley, the study explores
the effects of existing hydroelectric power plants and
anticipates the possible consequences of a new project
currently under implementation: the Pitesti-Sibiu highway,
which will overlap with the course of the Topolog River
for approximately 12km. By juxtaposing the small-scale,
everyday reality of the valley with large-scale national
infrastructure, the study raises concerns about the impact
of the latter on a deeply rooted dwelling tradition.
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Observatiile in situ, dublate de discutii cu localnicii,
consultarea monografiilor satelor si a documentatiilor
oficiale despre proiectele de infrastructura, au ajutat
la intelegerea situatiei Vaii Topologului. Imaginea care
s-a conturat, clarificata de concepte teoretice preluate
din geografia politica si filosofia ecologiei, deschide un
discurs asupra fragilitatii acestui teritoriu al locuirii. Aflata
la intersectia multiplelor teritorii suprapuse, definite de
infrastructurile de exploatare, Valea Topologului risca
degradarea treptata, nu doar din perspectiva ecologica,
ci si culturala sau identitard. Tn procesul modernizarii
infrastructurii se poate pierde un intreg modus vivendi cu
toate ramificatiile sale culturale.

Lucrarea de fata isi propune sa semnaleze impactul
proiectelor de infrastructura nationala de mari dimensiuni
asupra formelor traditionale de locuire prin studierea
cazului Vaii Topologului. De asemenea, studiul aduce in
discutie valoarea culturala a acestor forme de locuire si
importanta aspectelor identitare ale ruralului romanesc.

Cuvinte-cheie: locuire traditionald, infrastructurd, teritorii
hidrosociale, shadow places, raul Topolog.

Locuirea pe vale

Lucrarea urmareste mutatiile locuirii traditionale atunci
cand locul este transformat prin proiecte masive de
infrastructura, pornind de la situatia Vaii Topologului.
Studiul de caz analizeaza modul in care alterarile aduse
unui element natural structurant al teritoriului, precum raul
Topolog, sunt resimtite atatin aspectele imateriale, cat siin
cele materializate ale locuirii. O serie de decizii politice si
proiecte de infrastructura hidroenergetica au transformat
treptat raul, schimband implicit calitatea spatiului social
generat de proximitatea apei si destabilizand ecosistemul.
La momentul redactarii acestui articol, suntem martorii
altui strat al rescrierii teritoriului prin implementarea

On-site observations, complemented by discussions with
locals, consultations of village monographs, and official
documentation on infrastructure projects, have contributed
to understanding the situation of the Topolog Valley. The
resulting picture, clarified by theoretical concepts from
political geography and ecological philosophy, opens up
a discourse on the fragility of the territory of habitation.
Placed at the intersection of multiple overlapping
territories defined by exploitation infrastructures, the
Topolog Valley risks gradual degradation, not only from an
ecological perspective but also culturally and in terms of
identity. In the process of modernizing the infrastructure,
an entire modus vivendi, with all its cultural ramifications,
could be lost.

This paper aims to highlight the impact of large-scale
national infrastructure projects on traditional forms of
dweling through the case study of the Topolog Valley. It
also brings into discussion the cultural value of these
habitation forms and the importance of studying identity-
related aspects of the Romanian rural landscape.

Keywords:
territories, shadow places, Topolog River

traditional dwelling, infrastructure, hydrosocial

Dwelling on the Valley

The study examines the transformations of traditional
dwellingwhen a place is reshaped by massive infrastructure
projects, taking the case of the Topolog Valley as a starting
point. The case study analyzes how alterations brought
to a natural structuring element of the territory, such as
the Topolog River, are felt both in the immaterial and
material aspects of dwelling. A series of political decisions
and hydroelectric infrastructure projects have gradually
modified the river, implicitly changing the quality of the
social space generated by the proximity of water and
destabilizing the ecosystem. At the time of writing this
article, we are witnessing another layer of territorial
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pe vale a unui nou proiect de infrastructura nationala -
segmentul Ill al autostrazii Pitesti - Sibiu dintre Cornetu si
Tigveni, care se va suprapune peste cursul Topologului pe
o lungime de aproximativ 12 km. Se poate anticipa ca acest
proiect va avea, la randul sau, multiple implicatii asupra
formelor de locuire specifice zonei.

Pentru a identifica transformarile, fie ele grosiere sau
discrete, studiul alatura trei ipostaze succesive ale vaii si
ale raului:

_cea anterioara interventiilor, conturata prin
structura locului, prin aspecte ale identitatii locale
modelate de prezenta apelor curgdtoare si prin
evocarea efervescentei sociale din preajma raului,
reconstruita prin relatarile localnicilor si elemente
de folclor. Aceasta etapa reflecta o traditie de
locuire premoderna inca bine conservata;

_cea a proiectelor de infrastructura hidroenergetica
de dupa anii ‘60 (hidrocentrala Vidraru si o serie
de alte cinci microhidrocentrale de-a lungul
Topologului);

_cea actuala, marcata de procesul de construire
a noii autostrazi si de transformarile preconizate
dupa darea sa in folosinta.

Cazul particular al Vaii Topologului este analizat Tn raport
cu doua concepte teoretice relevante: teritoriu hidrosocial,
preluat din geografia politica (Boelens et al, 2016), si
shadow places’ (locuri din umbra, cu referire la acele locuri
degradate prin exploatare, adesea nerecunoscute pentru
aportul lor), provenit din sfera ecologiei (Plumwood,
2008). Aceste concepte evidentiaza interdependentele
dintre geografie, ecologie, economie, societate si cultura
in contextul exploatarii resurselor naturale. Studiul de

rewriting through the implementation of a new national
infrastructure project in the valley—the third segment of
the Pitesti - Sibiu highway, between Cornetu and Tigveni,
which will overlap with the course of the Topolog River for
approximately 12km. It can be anticipated that this project
will, in turn, have multiple implications for the specific
dwelling forms of the area.

To identify these transformations, whether abrupt or
subtle, the study examines three successive states of the
valley and the river:

_the state prior to interventions, shaped by the
structure of the place, aspects of local identity
molded by the presence of flowing waters, and
the social vibrancy around the river, reconstructed
through testimonies of locals and folklore elements.
This phase reflects a well-preserved premodern
dwelling tradition.

_the phase of hydroelectric infrastructure projects
which begun in the 1960s (the Vidraru Hydropower
Plant and a series of five other small hydropower
stations along the Topolog).

_the current phase, marked by the construction
process of the new highway and the anticipated
transformations following its completion.

The particular case of the Topolog Valley is analyzed in
relation to two relevant theoretical concepts: hydrosocial
territory, borrowed from political geography (Boelens et al,,
2016), and shadow places’ (with reference to those places
degraded due to exploitation, often unrecognized for their
contribution) derived from ecological thought (Plumwood,
2008). These concepts highlight the interdependencies
between geography, ecology, economy, society, and culture
in the context of natural resource exploitation. This

' Pe parcursul lucrarii vom folosi conceptul in forma originala din limba engleza in lipsa unui echivalent consacrat in limba romana. M-am familiarizat
cu acest concept datorita prezentarii sustinute de catre doamna arhitect si cercetator Meike Schalk (Schalk, 2024).

The concept was first brought to my attention through the presentation delivered by architect and researcher Meike Schalk (Schalk, 2024), whose

contribution | would like to acknowledge.
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fata extinde aceasta perspectiva asupra tematicii locuirii,
ilustrand relatia sa cu celelalte componente ale sistemului
teritorial complex.

Documentarea subiectului s-a realizat, in primul rand, prin
observatii de teren desfasurate in perioada 2020-2024.
Perioada 2020-2021 a fost inclusa intr-un studiu anterior
(Budan et al, 2022). Procesul de observatie a fost facilitat
de locuirea temporara in zona a autoarei intre lunile iulie si
septembrie, recurent pe intreaga perioada. Observatiile au
fost completate prin relatari ale localnicilor, obtinute prin
discutii informale si interviuri, precum si prin parcurgerea
monografiilor satelor si a documentatiilor publicate despre
proiectele de infrastructurd. in plus, lucrarile teoretice
mentionate anterior au permis incadrarea cazului intr-un
fenomen global, demonstrand ca transformarile observate
sunt simptomatice pentru un model economic extins, fara
a fi o situatie izolata.

Studiul a urmarit trei teme principale: modificarile
structurii teritoriului, transformarile identitare si aspectele
legate de echitatea in exploatarea resurselor.

In primul rand, analiza evidentiaza modul in care
infrastructura  afecteaza ordinea teritoriului locuit.
Aceasta se manifesta prin erodarea treptata a centrului
constituit de rau si transformarea sa intr-un element
care separa odata cu suprapunerea autostrazii, precum
si prin permeabilizarea limitelor protectoare, fapt care
destabilizeaza organizarea stratificata a locuirii de la
centru cdtre margini (vatra satului, gradini, livezi, pasuni si
paduri). De asemenea, redefinirea vaii ca fragment anonim
in tabloul amplu al teritoriului strabatut de autostrada,
conduce la o slabire a centralitatii si a limitelor dictate de
geografie.

in al doilea rand, modificarile structurale ale locului se
propagain aspectele identitare,impunand o noua raportare

study extends this perspective to the theme of dwelling,
illustrating its relationship with the other components of
the complex territorial system.

The documentation of this subject was primarily conducted
through field observations carried out between 2020 and
2024. The period of 2020-2021 was included in a previous
study (Budan et al, 2022). The observation process was
facilitated by the author’s temporary dwelling in the area
between July and September, recurrently throughout the
entire period. These observations were complemented
by accounts from locals, gathered through informal
discussions and interviews, as well as by consulting
village monographs and published documentation on
infrastructure projects. Additionally, the theoretical works
mentioned earlier provided a framework for situating the
case within a global phenomenon, demonstrating that the
observed transformations are symptomatic of a broader
economic model rather than an isolated occurrence.

The study focused on three main themes: changes in
territorial structure, identity transformations, and issues
related to equity in resource exploitation.

Firstly, the analysis highlights how infrastructure affects
the spatial order of inhabited territory. This is manifested
through the gradual erosion of the river as a central
structuring element, transforming it into a divisive
feature with the overlapping highway, as well as through
the increased permeability of the protective boundaries,
which destabilizes the stratified organization of dwelling
from center to periphery (village core, gardens, orchards,
pastures, and forests). Furthermore, the redefinition of
the valley as an anonymous fragment within the broader
landscape traversed by the highway weakens its self-
contained character and the spatial limits dictated by
geography.

Secondly, the structural changes brought to the place
extend into identity-related aspects, imposing a new
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a locuitorilor la spatiul lor de viata. Ca factor agravant,
un mare numar de repere locale cu valoare culturala si
identitara sunt afectate in mod direct de organizarile de
santier ale autostrazii.

Tn al treilea rand, este atinsa problema echitatii, avand in
vedere ca teritorii precum Valea Topologului isi cedeaza
resursele si isi compromit structura si identitatea in
beneficiul unei comunitati anonime, deconectata de
aceste locuri, fara o compensare pe termen lung care
sa echilibreze balanta. Tn plus, ele riscd sa devina
destructurate, contaminate sau saracite in procesul
exploatarii. Aceasta problema este abordata in teoria
spatiilor hidrosociale (Boelens et al, 2016, Hommes &
Boelens, 2017; Hommes et al.,, 2020; Hommes et al., 2022), cu
privire la gestiunea apei, dar si in contributia ecologista a
lui Plumwood (2008), ambele subliniind distributia inegala
a eforturilor, beneficiilor si puterii in exploatarea resurselor
necesare sustinerii modului de trai contemporan. Totodata
Plumwood (2008) evidentiaza necesitatea recunoasterii
aportului acestor teritorii la bunastarea altor regiuni
privilegiate.

Combinand analiza empirica a Vaii Topologului cu
perspectiva globala asupra fenomenului, studiul releva un
tipar disfunctional n care interesele economice intra in
conflict cu atasamentul si grija fata de loc, infrastructura
riscand sa erodeze astfel tocmai fundamentele locuirii.

Dimensiunea limitata a acestui articol nu permite o
aprofundare detaliata a problematicii, avand mai degraba
rolul de a semnala disfunctionalitatile modelului economic
actual din perspectiva locuirii si de a atrage atentia
asupra cazului Vaii Topologului. De asemenea, studiul
indica necesitatea unei abordari interdisciplinare, in care
antropologia culturala, sociologia, geografia si ecologia
pot contribui la o intelegere mai nuantata a fenomenului
analizat precum si a formelor de locuire specifice zonei.

way for inhabitants to relate to their lived space. As an
aggravating factor, a significant number of local landmarks
with cultural and identity value are directly affected by the
highway’s construction sites.

Thirdly, the issue of equity is addressed, considering that
territories like the Topolog Valley yield their resources and
compromise their structure and identity for the benefit of
ananonymous community, disconnected from these places,
withoutalong-term compensation to balance the exchange.
Moreover, they risk becoming disjointed, contaminated, or
impoverished in the process of exploitation. This issue is
explored in the theory of hydrosocial spaces (Boelens et
al,, 2016; Hommes & Boelens, 2017; Hommes et al.,, 2020;
Hommes et al, 2022) concerning water management, as
well as in Plumwood’s (2008) ecological perspective, both
pointing out to the unequal distribution of efforts, benefits,
and power in the exploatation of resources necessary to
sustain contemporary ways of life. Additionally, Plumwood
(2008) highlights the need to recognize the contribution
of these territories to the well-being of more privileged
regions.

By combining an empirical analysis of the Topolog Valley
with a global perspective on the phenomenon, the
study reveals a dysfunctional pattern in which economic
interests come into conflict with attachment to and care
for place, with infrastructure threatening to erode the very
foundations of dwelling.

The limited scope of this article does not allow for an in-
depth exploration of the issue, serving rather to highlight
the dysfunctions of the current economic model from the
perspective of dwelling and to draw attention to the case
of the Topolog Valley. The study also points to the need for
an interdisciplinary approach, where cultural anthropology,
sociology, geography, and ecology can contribute to a more
nuanced understanding of both the phenomenon under
analysis and the specific dwelling forms of the region.
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Fiind in plin proces de construire a autostrazii, evolutia
locului dupa finalizarea proiectului poate fi doar anticipata,
studiul fiind limitat la observatiile surprinse in acest stadiu
incipient. Totusi, avantajul de a fi documentat situatia
anterioara si de a urmari aceste transformari in timp real
confera studiului valoarea de marturie a schimbarilor in
desfasurare.

Geografie si limite naturale

Valea Topologului este situata in partea de nord-vest a
judetului Arges din Romania, intr-o serie de vai paralele
orientate pe directia nord-sud, Muscelele Argesului (Fig.
1). Raul omonim izvordste de langa varful Negoiu si curge
spre sud pana la localitatea Tigveni, apoi coteste lin catre
vest pentru a se varsa in raul Olt. Studiul se concentreaza
pe segmentul nordic al vaii, care include patru comune:
Salatrucu, Suici, Cepari si Tigveni.

Lacu
Vidraru

b,

Curtea de
Arges

Rémnicu
Vélcea

As the highway is still under construction, the evolution
of the place after the project’'s completion can only be
anticipated, and the study is thus limited to observations
captured at this early stage. However, the advantage of
having documented the prior state and of tracking these
transformations in real time gives the study the value of a
testimony to ongoing change.

Geography and Natural Boundaries

Topolog Valley is located in the north-western part of Arges
County in Romania, within a series of parallel valleys that
run from north to south, known as Muscelele Argesului (Fig.
1). The eponymous river springs near the Negoiu mountain
peak and flows southward up to Tigveni Village, then
westward into Olt River. The study focuses on the northern
segment of the valley, which includes four communes:
Salatrucu, Suici, Cepari and Tigveni.

Fig. 1. Situarea geografica a segmentului de vale studiat./ The geographical
context of the studied valley segment. Sursa / Source: Budan et al, 2022, p. 11;
Google Earth, 2021
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Aceasta parte a vaii ne suscita interesul cu atat mai mult
cu cat ne permite sa observam subtilitatea interactiunii
dintre identitatea locuitorilor si cea a peisajului, datorita
caracterului sau bine definit, a dimensiunii gestionabile si
a lizibilitatii structurii sale. Configuratia naturala a vaii si
limitele clare permit functionarea si perceperea acesteia ca
o0 unitate geografica coerenta chiar si de la nivelul ochiului.

Acest segment al vaii este relativ ingust, astfel incat
dealurile marginase catre est si vest au o prezenta
puternica, protectoare. Limita nordica este definita de
Muntii Fruntii (Fagaras). Limita sudica nu este la fel de
ferma, fiind rezultatul interactiunii dintre geografie,
amplasarea asezarilor si infrastructura rutiera. La sud de
Tigveni, raul se indreapta spre vest, valea si lunca raului se
largesc, iar dealurile scad in Tnaltime, diminuand senzatia
de a fiintr-un loc continut. Reperele si limitele naturale se
estompeaza n raport cu prezenta asezarilor. De asemenea,
infrastructura rutiera actuala separa cele doua parti ale
vail, perturband continuitatea naturala a miscarii de-a
lungul raului prin interpunerea unei fasii din DN 73C, care
trece prin centrul comunei Tigveni. Faptul ca segmentul
nordic al vaii functioneaza ca o unitate coerenta este
sustinut de tesatura interconectata a satelor, continua de
la nord la sud, dar si de legaturile sociale puternice dintre
locuitorii din Salatruc pana in Tigveni.

Autonomia acestei unitati geografice este intdrita de
modul in care teritoriul este accesat si parcurs cu masina.
Drumul principal al vaii porneste din DN 73C, care leaga
Curtea de Arges de Ramnicu Valcea, si urmeaza raul de la
Tigveni pana la Salatrucu, unde asfaltul se termina si un
drum de pamant continua spre Perisani si Valea Oltului.
Drumurile secundare de-a lungul Vaii Danului si lanculesti
asigura legdtura cu vdile adiacente catre est si vest (Arges
si Olt), dar starea de degradare a acestora nu le face o
alegere viabila. Drept rezultat, valea a functionat ca o zona

This part of the valley is particularly interesting as it allows
us to observe the subtle interplay between the identity
of the inhabitants and that of the land, due to its well-
defined character, the manageable size and legibility of its
structure. The natural configuration of the valley and its
clear boundaries allow it to function and to be perceived
at eye level as a geographically coherent unit.

This segment of the valley is relatively narrow, thus
the bordering hills to the east and west have a strong,
protective presence. The northern border is defined by the
Fruntii Mountains (Fagarasi). The southern limit is not as
firm, being the result of an interplay between geography,
layout of settlements and road infrastructure. South of
Tigveni, the river turns westward, the valley and the river
meadow widen, and the landscape decreases in height,
diminishing the sense of being in a contained place. The
natural landmarks, borders, and striations of the territory
become weaker and are increasingly overridden by the
settlements. Also, the current road infrastructure creates a
separation between the two parts of the valley, disrupting
the natural continuity of movement along the river by
interposing a stretch of the national 73C road that passes
through the center of Tigveni Commune. The fact that the
northern segment of the valley functions as a cohesive
unit is further supported by the interwoven fabric of the
villages, continuous from north to south, and also by the
strong social ties between inhabitants from Salatrucu to
Tigveni.

The autonomy of this geographic unit is reinforced by
the way the territory is accessed and traversed by car.
The main road starts from the 73C national road, which
connects Curtea de Arges and Ramnicu Valcea, and runs
along the river from Tigveni to Salatrucu, where the asphalt
ends and a dirt road continues towards Perisani and Olt
Valley. Secondary roads along Valea Danului and lanculesti
provide connections to the neighboring eastern and
western valleys (Arges and Olt), but the poor state of these
roads does not make them a viable choice. As a result, the
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protejata, dar destul de izolata, oferind atat beneficiile
conservarii, cat si dezavantaje economice si sociale. O
consecinta importanta este declinul demografic accelerat.
Spre exemplu, Comuna Suici a inregistrat intre 2011 si 2021
o scadere a populatiei de 20,93% (Populatia Romaniei, n.d.).

Privind istoriazoneiintelegem, insa, faptul ca aceastaizolare
este relativ recenta, deoarece valea era candva traversata
de una dintre cele mai importante rute la scara teritoriala,
asigurand schimburi comerciale, politice si culturale, fiind
si principalul drum pentru migrarea sezoniera a turmelor
de oi (Fig. 2). Aceasta cale straveche, datand de dinaintea
cuceririi Daciei, era cea mai scurta ruta intre Curtea de
Arges si Targoviste si trecatoarea de pe Olt (intre Raul
Vadului - Turnu Rosu), si lega Tara Romaneasca de Ardeal,
ducand mai departe catre Europa de Vest. Drumul era
cunoscut sub numele de Drumul Lovistei, Drumul Oilor
si Drumul Postei sau, in perioada medievala, Calea Mare
(Avram, 2022). Venind din Curtea de Arges pe Valea Danului,
drumul intra pe vale in Cepari, mergea pe Topolog in sus
pana la Salatrucu, apoi spre vest catre Perisani si se unea
cu Valea Oltului Tn Caineni (Avram, 2022).

valley has functioned as a protected, but rather isolated
pocket, offering both preservative benefits and economic
and social downsides. One significant consequence is
the accelerated demographic decline. For example, the
commune of Suici recorded a population decline of 20.93%
between 2011 and 2021 (Populatia Romaniei, n.d.).

However, if we look back in history, this isolation is quite
recent, as the valley used to be traversed by one of the most
important routes at a territorial scale, assuring commercial,
political and cultural exchanges, also being the main path
for sheep herd’s seasonal migration (Fig. 2). This ancient
path, dating from before the conquest of Dacia, was the
shortest route between Curtea de Arges and Targoviste,
and the gorges on Olt River (between Raul Vadului - Turnu
Rosu), connecting Tara Romaneasca to Ardeal and further,
to Western Europe. The road was known as Drumul Lovistei
(Lovistea Road), Drumul Oilor (Sheep Road) and Drumul
Postei (Post Road), or, in medieval times Calea Mare (The
Great Road) [own translation] (Avram, 2022). Coming from
Curtea de Arges on Valea Danului it entered the valley in
Cepari, then went along Topolog up to Salatrucu, shifting
westward to Perisani and joining Valea Oltului in Caineni
(Avram, 2022).

Comuna Saltrucu

Comuna Suici

Comuna Cepari

Comuna Tigveni

Fig. 2. Trei ipostaze ale vaii de la stanga la dreapta: cea din trecut, cand valea era
parcursa de drumul istoric, situatia actuala a infundarii drumului catre capatul
nordic si cea anticipatd, a strapungerii vdii de autostrada Pitesti - Sibiu. / Three
phases of the valley from left to right: its past, when the valley was traversed by
the historic road, its current state, with the road blocked at the northern end, and
its anticipated future, with the valley being crossed by the Pitesti-Sibiu highway.
Sursa / Source: Diagramele apartin autoarei / Diagrams belong to the author.
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Deoarece drumul de-a lungul Vaii Oltului a fost modernizat
in timpul ocupatiei habsburgice (1719 - 1722) dar si ulterior
(Calota-Popescu, 2022), fluxul de oameni si marfuri
s-a mutat treptat catre valea invecinata, luand cu sine
abundenta si dinamismul care odinioara animau zona.

Tnsd in doar cativa ani (estimativ in 2028), noua autostrada,
parte a coridorului 4 pan-european, va traversa valea
(ArcGIS, n.d.), rescriind teritoriul si modificdndu-i din
nou dinamica. Spre deosebire de drumul istoric, aceasta
artera se caracterizeaza prin viteza ridicata a tranzitului si
printr-o deconectare accentuata de loc, trasaturi specifice
unei autostrazi. Astfel, apare intrebarea despre schimbarile
pe care aceasta noua infrastructura de mari dimensiuni
le va aduce in modul in care este perceputa si locuita
valea. Asa cum s-a observat deja, tiparele de miscare si
caracteristicile acestora - intensitate, viteza, scop si grad
de conectivitate - influentate de infrastructura rutiera, au
capacitatea de a remodela peisajul, reconfigurand valea in
raport cu teritoriul mai larg si suprascriind premisele sale
geografice. Subiectul de interes il reprezinta schimbarile
narativului, asa cum sunt vazute de catre localnici, in ceea
ce priveste orientarea, integrarea si importanta vaii in
contextul mai larg, asa cum vom detalia mai tarziu.

Identitate modelata de apa

La fel ca in orice vale, si aici prezenta apei curgatoare este
fundamentala, fiind elementul generator. Raul Topolog
joaca rolul unei coloane vertebrale pentru Tntregul
teritoriu, o figura centrala care aduna de-a lungul cursului
sau vetrele satelor. Structura fractala a raului care isi aduna
afluentii se reflecta si in structura asezarilor. Brate ale
satelor se dezvolta de-a lungul paraurilor si isi impletesc
identitatea cu cea a apei curgatoare, purtand nume precum:
Valea Valenilor, Valea Podenilor, Valea Unghiului, Valea
Bucurii (Budan et al, 2022). Fragmentul de sat, drumul sau
principalsifirul de apa sunt unite toponimic. Prin extindere,
identitatea localnicilor rezulta din apartenenta lor la una
dintre aceste vai adiacente, fapt care devine evident atunci

As the road along Olt Valley was modernized during the
Habsburg occupation (1719 - 1722) and thereafter (Calota-
Popescu, 2022), the flow of people and merchandise
gradually shifted to the neighboring valley, taking away the
abundance and dynamism which once infused the area.

But only a few years from now (roughly in 2028) the
new highway, part of the 4th pan-European corridor, will
traverse the valley (ArcGIS, n.d.), rewriting the territory and
shifting once again its dynamic. The main differences as
from the historical road are the rapid pace of the traffic
and the disconnection from the land implied by a highway.
Thus, the question arises about the shifts that this new
large-scale infrastructure will bring to the way the valley
is perceived and inhabited. As we have already observed,
the patterns of movement and their attributes - intensity,
speed, purpose, and connectivity - dependent on road
infrastructure, have the power to deeply mold the valley,
resettling it in the wider territory and overwriting the
geographic premises. What is of interest are the changes of
narrative as seen from the locals, regarding the orientation,
integration and importance of the valley in the larger
scheme of things, as we will detail later on.

Water-informed Identity

As for any valley, also here the presence of the flowing
water is fundamental, being the generating element. The
Topolog River acts as a spine for the whole territory, a
central figure which gathers along its course the hearths
of the villages. The fractal structure of the river gathering
its tributaries also translates into a similar structure of
the settlements. Many branches of the villages develop
along streams, and interweave their identity with that of
the flowing water, bearing names such as: Valea Valenilor,
Valea Podenilor, Valea Unghiului or Valea Bucurii (Budan
et al, 2022). The village fragment, its main road, and the
watercourse are toponymically linked. By extension, the
identity of the locals derives from belonging to one of
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cand se prezinta strainilor. Prin urmare, aceste vai mai mici
functioneaza ca unitati geografice primare care pot conferi
o identitate bine definita locuitorilor lor.

Pozitia geografica centrala a raului Topolog s-a tradus siin
functionarea sa ca element central structurant si coagulant
din perspectiva topologica, adunand in jurul sau o serie
de activitati economice, sociale si culturale. Astazi, forta
acestui centru este mult diminuata, insa putem recompune
din povestirile fratilor Apostol (Budan et al., 2022) o imagine
anterioara a raului in care acesta contribuia semnificativ la
economia locala, dar si la o anumita efervescenta sociala
prilejuita de variile activitati din preajma apei. Sunt astfel
mentionate numeroase mori hidraulice n iazurile carora
se scaldau localnicii, trioare de cereale sau masini de
scarmanat lana, joagare, un generator de electricitate
pentru o locuinta privata, mici lacuri ale satenilor pentru
topirea canepii, aflate intre aductiunile de apa ale morilor
si albia raului, precum si locuri pentru albirea si uscarea
acesteia. In amonte de Saldtruc bustenii pentru joagdre
erau transportati pe rau. Punti pietonale de lemn asigurau
continuitatea ulitelor de o parte si de alta a raului.

Dincolo de importanta sa ca resursa locala, cele de mai
Sus sugereaza vitalitatea pe care o genera raul prin gama
de oportunitati de interactiune cu apa. Este evident faptul
ca Topologul a fost o parte esentiala a economiei locale, o
sursa de abundenta si o prezenta puternica in constiinta
colectiva, avand un rol important in rutina zilnica.
Atasamentul si recunostinta oamenilor fata de acesta erau
exprimate prin folclor (Frujind, 1978) sau prin festivaluri
populare, precum Nedeea Topologului, care avea loc in
Salatrucu, dar la care participau locuitori din intreaga
vale (S. Olteanu, comunicare personald, 8 ianuarie 2025).
Asadar, la acel moment, era potentata aceasta capacitate a
raului de a aduna comunitatea in jurul sau si de a actiona
ca un fir unificator intre asezarile de pe vale.

these adjacent valleys, a fact that becomes evident when
they introduce themselves to outsiders. Therefore, these
smaller valleys function as primary geographical units that
can provide a well-defined identity to their inhabitants.

The central geographical position of the Topolog River
also translated into its role as a central structuring and
coalescing element from a topological perspective,
bringing together a series of economic, social, and cultural
activities around it. Today, the strength of this center is
much diminished, but we can reconstruct from the stories
of the Apostol brothers (Budan et al,, 2022) a previous image
of the river in which it contributed significantly to the local
economy, as well as to a certain social vibrancy brought
about by the various activities around the water. Thus,
numerous hydraulic mills are mentioned, in the ponds
of which the locals bathed, grain thrashers, or machines
for carding wool, waterwheels, an electricity generator
for a private household, small lakes located between
the mills’" water intake pipes and the riverbed, used by
villagers for melting hemp, as well as places for bleaching
and drying it. Upstream of Salatruc, logs for waterwheels
were transported on the river. Wooden pedestrian bridges
ensured the continuity of the streets on either side of the
river.

Beyond the importance of the river as a local resource, the
above highlights the vitality it generated through the range
of activities and opportunities to interact with the water.
Clearly, the Topolog River was an essential part of the local
economy, a source of abundance and a strong presence in
the collective consciousness, playing an important role in
the daily routine. The attachment and gratitude of people
was clearly expressed through folklore (Frujind, 1978) or
folk festivals such as the Nedeea Topologului, which took
place in Salatrucu, but was attended by locals from the
entire valley (S. Olteanu, personal communication, January
8,2025). Thus, at that time, the river's capacity to gather the
community around it and act as a unifying thread between
the settlements along the valley was enhanced.
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Topolog cu apa lina,
Limpede si cristalina

Tu de unde izvorasti

Toata calea o servesti.

De la Frunti pan’ la Cocoru,
Tu adapi intreg poporu’,
Cu-apa rece de izvor,

De sub munti, de sub pridvor.
Salatrucu cu Valenii

Suici, Cepari si Rudenii,

Au prin tine irigatii,

Mori si stalpi cu constelatii.
Din Tigveni la Barsasti,
Altceva ai sa gasesti:
Instalatii cu turbina
Datatoare de lumina.
Ciofangeni si Poenari,
Oameni multi sunt gradinari,
Vara cand caldurile

Raul care dispare

Printr-o serie de evenimente naturale, schimbari politice
si legislative, precum si prin proiecte hidroenergetice
nationale, in decursul catorva decenii, raul Topolog a
pierdut treptat o parte din vitalitatea si capacitatea sa de a
functiona ca un motor al economiei locale, iar prezenta sa,
candva venerata, s-a estompat treptat pentru comunitate.

Tn 1898, a fost adoptata prima lege care revendica toate
cursurile de apa principale si o parte din Marea Neagra
ca fiind domeniu public (Rucareanu, 2004). Aceasta viza in
special navigatia, fard a detalia alte aspecte economice. n
1924, dupa Marea Unire, a fost adoptata Legea regimului
apelor (Legea nr. 137, 1924) care reglementa in detaliu
problemele legate de apa, stabilind ca utilizarea acesteia
si orice lucrari care o implicau puteau fi realizate doar
pe baza unei autorizatii. Tn aceeasi perioadd, tema
producerii de energie a capatat importanta, fiind un mijloc
de sustinere a modernizarii (in special electrificarea)
si a dezvoltarii economice. Utilizarea apelor curgatoare

Le zvanta gradinile,

Ei din tine le adapa

Sile ia din nou la sapa,

De se fac bucatele

Cum nu mai sunt altele.
Topolog, vale placuta,

Cu pomi buni si lume multa,
Pentru noi tu esti cu sporul
Ce mentii-ntreg poporul.
Pentru plante tu esti viata
Ce mentii toata verdeata.
Valea ta cu multi nameti

E cantata de poeti:

Pe soseaua din Cepari
Cantata de carturari.

Si Ciuleandra din Balcesti
Jucata la Muraresti.

Cel ce vine-n calea ta

Nu se-ndura-a mai pleca.

Autor necunoscut,/ Unknown author,
(Frujina, 1978, pp. 38-39)

The Fading River

Through a series of natural events, political and legislative
changes and national hydroelectric projects, within a few
decades Topolog River gradually lost part of its vitality and
the capacity to function as a motor for the local economy,
and its once revered presence gradually dimmed for the
community.

In 1898, a first law was passed which claimed all main
watercourses and part of the Black Sea as part of the
public domain (Rucareanu, 2004). The main focus was on
navigation, without detailing other economic aspects. In
1924, after the Great Union, the Law for the Water Regime
(Law no. 137, 1924) was adopted, which regulated in detail
water-related issues, establishing that its use and any
works involving it could only be carried out based on an
authorization. Around the same time the theme of energy
production started to also be an important topic as a means
to support modernization (especially electrification) and
economic development. The usage of flowing waters as a
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ca sursa de energie regenerabila era preferata fata de
resursele epuizabile, precum combustibilii fosili, pentru
a utiliza rational resursele naturale. Legea includea si un
program general pentru producerea si distribuirea energiei
electrice in intreaga tara si sustinea studiile private sau
infrastructura construita pentru a valorifica energia
hidroelectrica (Rucareanu, 2004).

Pe Topolog, mecanismele actionate de apa precum morile,
trioarele de grau si masinile de daracit lana, continuau sa
fie folosite. Dar n 1941, valea a fost lovita de o inundatie
devastatoare. Viitura a distrus mai multe mori de apa,
poduri si podete, afectand si luncile (D. Apostol, localnic
si descendent al proprietarilor de moara, comunicare
personald, iulie 2021).

Din punct de vedere politic, anul 1948 a adus in Romania
0 schimbare majora, marcand trecerea de la o economie
capitalista la una centralizata, prin adoptarea Legii pentru
nationalizarea intreprinderilor industriale, bancare, de
asigurari, miniere si de transporturi (Legea nr. 119, 1948) care
a nceput procesul de nationalizare a tuturor resurselor
naturale care nu erau deja sub controlul statului si a unei
mari parti din intreprinderile economice. Din perspectiva
acestui studiu, procesul demarat la acel moment si
continuat in anii urmatori a avut doua consecinte majore:
prima a fost nationalizarea morilor de apa si a altor
mecanisme actionate hidraulic iar a doua faptul ca legea
a deschis drumul pentru proiecte hidrotehnice la scara
nationala care aveau sa reconfigureze principalele cursuri
de apa pentru a valorifica puterea lor motrica, a sustine
irigatiile in agricultura si pentru a asigura furnizarea apei
in marile orase.

Astfel, intre 1960 si 1966, printre alte proiecte de acest
tip, a fost construit proiectul national de infrastructura
energetica pe raul Arges - Hidrocentrala Vidraru - care
a redirectionat o cantitate semnificativa de apa din Raul
Topolog (la aproximativ 15 km Tn amonte de primul sat,

renewable source of energy was preferred to exhaustible
ones, such as fossil fuel, in order to rationally use natural
resources. The law also included a general program for
producing and distributing electrical energy throughout
the country, and supported private studies or built
infrastructure meant to harness the hydroelectric power
(Rucareanu, 2004).

On Topolog, water driven mechanisms such as mills, grain
sorters and wool scouring machines continued to be used.
But in 1941 the valley was hit by a devastating flood. The
swollen waters of Topolog swept away several watermills,
bridges and culverts, also affecting the meadows (D.
Apostol, local resident and descendant of mill owners,
personal communication, July 2021).

From a political standpoint, the year 1948 marked in
Romania a pivotal change, shifting from a capitalist
economy to a centralized one, by passing the Law for the
Nationalization of Industrial, Banking, Insurance, Mining,
and Transport Enterprises (Law no. 119, 1948) which began
the nationalization of all natural resources that were
not under state control and also of a large segment of
the economic enterprises. From the point of view of our
study, this process which continued in the following years,
had two main consequences: first, the nationalization of
the watermills and other water powered mechanisms,
and the second, the law paved the way for national scale
hydrotechnic projects that would reconfigure the main
flows of water in order to harness their motrice power, to
sustain irrigations in agriculture and also to provide water
supply for big cities.

Thus, between 1960 and 1966, amongst other such projects,
was built the national energy infrastructure project on
the Arges River - the Vidraru Hydropower Plant - which
redirected a significant amount of water from upstream
Topolog (about 15 km north of the first village, Salatrucu),
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Salatrucu), impreund cu alte rauri precum Valsan, Cernat,
Doamnei, Valea lui Stan sau Limpedea (Hidroelectrica, n.d.).

Imediat dupa confluenta cu afluentul sau principal,
Topologel, raul Topolog este deviat catre Cumpanita si apoi
in Lacul Vidraru. Desi mentinerea unui debit de servitute
pentru rau este obligatorie, sectiuni ale albiei aproape
uscatein anumite perioade ale anuluiindica o alta realitate,
cu consecinte pentru intregul ecosistem. Tn interactiunile
cu localnicii, acestia au semnalat disparitia unei specii
de pastrav cu pete rosii, specifica raului Topolog, pe care
0 pescuiau cu ani in urma, reducerea duratei de viata a
pomilor fructiferi (pruni si meri) si scaderea notabild a
nivelului apei din fantani. Observatiile efectuate in teren
sunt confirmate de un studiu privind impactul ecologic
al lucrarilor hidrotehnice de la Vidraru care subliniaza ca
,se produc transferuri semnificative de apa dintr-un bazin
hidrografic n altul” (Mititelu, 2010, p. 161) (de exemplu, de
la raurile Topolog, Doamnei, Valsan etc. catre Arges), acesta
fiind unul dintre aspectele ecologice negative importante,
vaile adiacente fiind private de fluxul lor natural de apa.
Dupa ce activitatile localnicilor s-au retras din jurul raului
si debitul apei a scazut semnificativ din cauza apei deviate,
0 a treia serie de interventii a adus modificari substantiale
ale albiei intre Salatrucu la Cepari. Intre 1986 si 2003 au
fost construite aici cinci micro-hidrocentrale: MCH Vadu
Frumos (1993), MCH Salatrucu de Sus (1993), MCH Salatrucu
de Jos (2003), MCH Suici (1986) si MCH Cepari (1988). Aceste
interventii presupun captarea apei prin conducte pe
segmente lungi, praguri de beton, baraje si alte elemente
ce sustin functionarea microhidrocentralelor (Fig. 3). Tn
timpul constructiei, luncile fertile au fost afectate si, desi
satenilor li s-a promis restaurarea acestora, promisiunile
nu au fost respectate de autoritati, ceea ce a dus la
pierderea de terenuri cultivabile (Budan et al,, 2022).

along other rivers such as Valsan, Cernat, Doamnei, Valea
lui Stan or Limpedea (Hidroelectrica, n.d.).

Downstream of its confluence with its main tributary,
Topologel, the Topolog River is diverted towards Cumpanita
and thereafter into Vidraru Lake. Although maintaining
an ecological flow rate for the river is required, nearly
dried-up riverbed sections during some periods of the
year indicate another reality, with consequences for the
entire ecosystem. In our interactions with the locals, we
were told about the disappearance of a red-spotted trout
species, specific to the Topolog River, which villagers used
to fish years ago, about the reduced lifespan of fruit trees
(plum and apple trees), or about the noticeable decrease
in water levels in wells. The observations made on site are
confirmed by a study concerning the environmental impact
of Vidraru hydrotechnic works, which pointed out that
“significant water transfers appear from one basin to the
next”? (Mititelu, 2010, p. 161) (e.g. from the rivers Topolog,
Doamnei, Valsan etc. to Arges), this being one of the most
impactful environmental aspects, depriving the adjacent
valleys of their natural flow of water. After the locals’
activities were pushed back from around the riverbanks
and the water flow decreased significantly due to the
redirected water, a third wave of interventions altered
Topolog from Salatrucu to Cepari. Between 1986 and 2003,
five small hydropower plants were built along the river:
MCH Vadu Frumos (1993), MCH Salatrucu de Sus (1993),
MCH Salatrucu de Jos (2003), MCH Suici (1986), and MCH
Cepari (1988). These interventions involve capturing water
through pipes over long segments, concrete thresholds,
dams, and other elements that support the operation of
micro-hydropower plants. (Fig. 3). During construction,
fertile meadows were affected, and though villagers were
promised their restoration, these promises were not kept
by the authorities, causing a loss of cultivated land (Budan
et al. 2022).

2 Traducerile din aceasta lucrare sunt realizate de autor.
Translations belong to the author.
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Intre timp, degradarea infrastructurii a contribuit la
disfunctionalitatea sa si imaginea dezolanta a raului:
praguri de beton si scari pentru migratia pestilor
rupte, tevi de beton cu scurgeri, baraje colmatate etc.
Printre consecintele acestor interventii, Vasile Neacsa-
Enachescu (2024) mentioneaza afectarea claritatii
apei si a starii generale a raului comparativ cu situatia
anterioara, concluzionand ca ,apa maloasa este un semn
clar al nesanatatii raului” (Neacsa-Endachescu, 2024, p. 18).
Preotul Sorin Olteanu din Salatrucu de Sus evoca trecutul
apropiat al raului prin descrieri expresive, semnaland
insa si distrugerea albiei naturale, un peisaj unic care
a facut posibile moduri atipice de prindere a pestilor, o
particularitate culturala locala:

(...) noi, daca ne-am nascut pe langa raul Topolog,
intotdeauna raul Topolog a fost foarte important
pentru Salatruc, in primul rand, si bineinteles, cu
siguranta pentru toate comunele asezate de-a

Fig. 3. Interventie asupra raului Topolog, Rudeni, comuna Suici. / Intervention on
the Topolog River, Rudeni, Suici.

Sursa/ Source: Arhiva personald, 2024 / Personal archive, 2024.

Meanwhile, the decay of the infrastructure has increased
dysfunctionality and the desolate image of the river:
broken concrete thresholds and fish ladders, leaking
concrete pipes, clogged dams. Among the consequences
of these interventions, Vasile Neacsa-Endchescu (2024)
mentions also the clarity of water and the general state of
the river compared to the previous situation, concluding
that ,murky water is a clear sign of the river's poor health”
(Neacsa-Enachescu, 2024, p. 18).Priest Sorin Olteanu from
Salatrucu de Sus described this previous life of the river
in vivid stories, also pointing out to the destruction of
the natural riverbed, a unique landscape which made
possible very specific ways of catching fish, a local cultural
particularity:

(..) For us, being born near the Topolog River,
the Topolog has always been very important
for Salatruc, first and foremost, and, of course,
undoubtedly for all the villages situated along its
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lungul lui jos spre Olt. Dar la noi era in primul rand
apa pentru animale. La inceput apa (era) pentru
oameni, de baut. Fantanile erau putine, dar apa
era foarte curata si era buna de baut si pentru noi
oamenii.

De asemenea, vara, era locul nostru de Tmbaiat.
Aveam niste locuri, cum era atuncea raul
nemodificat, apoi a venit santierul cu conducta
si cu microcentralele astea si s-a schimbat foarte
mult. Dar pana sa vina microcentralele si conducta
asta, erau niste locuri foarte frumoase, modelate
de apa in milioane de ani, care trecea printre niste
bolovani uriasi, niste stanci. Noi le numeam jilipuri.
Siaici ne adunam, pentru ca erau un fel de baraje
naturale in calea pestilor, ei nemaiputand sa treaca
atat de usor in urcusul lor spre munte. Si, cand
incercau sa urce pe stancile acestea, care erau din
cauza apei foarte bine lustruite, noi confectionam
niste manunchiuri din crengi, din frunze, si
directionam, mutam raul (o parte din el) si pestii
ramaneau pe uscat siTi adunam foarte usor. Era, ma
rog, erau niste vremuri destul de frumoase, destul
de interesante, pentru ca era o bucurie generala sa
te duci acasa si sa aduci la parinti, la bunici pestii
prinsi de tine. (S. Olteanu, comunicare personald, 8
ianuarie 2025)

Descrierea de mai sus a Topologului, plina de dinamism, in
care privitorul este imersat in mijlocul apei, atrage atentia
asupra riscului actual al indepartarii treptate a punctului
de observatie, atat fizic cat si afectiv. Raul intra acum
intr-o alta faza de interventii radicale: noua autostrada se
va suprapune cu cursul apei pe o lungime de 12km, de la
Tigveni la Salatrucu (asemandtor cu raul Bdiasu, care va
fi afectat pe o lungime de 15 km) (ArcGIS, n.d.). Capitolul
urmator investigheaza posibilele implicatii ale acestui
proces din perspectiva analizata.

course down towards the Olt River. But for us, it
was primarily the water for the animals. At first, it
was water for people, for drinking. Wells were few,
but the water was very clean and good for drinking,
even for us humans.

Also, during summer, it was our place for bathing.
We had some spots, when the river was still
unmodified, then came the construction site with
the pipeline and these small hydropower plants,
and things changed a lot. But before the hydropower
plants and this pipeline came, there were some very
beautiful places, shaped by the water over millions
of years, as it passed between huge boulders and
rocks. We called them jilipuri. And this is where
we would gather, because they acted as natural
barriers for the fish, making it harder for them to
pass on their way upstream towards the mountains.
When they tried to climb over these rocks, which
had been polished smooth by the water, we would
make bundles out of branches and leaves to
redirect part of the river, and the fish would end
up stranded on dry land, making them very easy to
collect. It was, well, those were some beautiful and
quite interesting times because there was a shared
joy in going home and bringing the fish you caught
yourself to your parents and grandparents. (S.
Olteanu, personal communication, January 8, 2025)

The above description of the Topolog, full of dynamism,
in which the viewer is immersed in the middle of the
water, draws attention to the current risk of the gradual
distancing of the observation point, both physically and
emotionally. The river is now entering another phase of
radical interventions: the new highway will overlap the
course of the water for a distance of 12km, from Tigveni to
Salatrucu (similar to the Baiasu river, which will be affected
over a length of 15 km) (ArcGIS, n.d.). The next chapter
investigates the possible implications of this process from
the analyzed perspective.
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Gazduirea corpului autostrazii

Acest proiect de infrastructura la scara mare implica,
desigur, beneficii importante si evidente pentru majoritatea
localnicilor: fluxul de resurse economice puse in miscare
pe masura ce zona iese din izolare, facilitarea navetei
catre orasele invecinate, posibilitatea atenuarii declinului
demografic sau, aspectul pozitiv cel mai des invocat de
catre localnici, usurinta membrilor familiei plecati din sat
de a reveni acasa in vizita.

Fara a nega imbunatatirile evidente pentru viata cotidiana
a oamenilor de aici si pentru nevoile lor imediate,
consideram necesara chestionarea schimbarilor care se
petrec rapid in procesul construirii, dar si cele care, pe
termen lung, vor influenta devenirea locului.

(Continuand) detasarea de rau

Tn 2021 a Tnceput procesul de expropriere pentru a elibera
terenul necesar lucrdrilor (Hotarare Guvernamentala nr.
1024,2021). Pe langa o serie de case, paduri, livezi si terenuri
agricole, de la Tigveni pana la Salatrucu, majoritatea
proprietatilor din imediata vecinatate a raului aflate in
coridorul de expropriere au fost preluate de catre stat
cu despagubiri derizorii. Fostii proprietari au fost somati
sa elibereze terenurile de bunuri pentru a fi cedate catre
autoritati.

Tntr-un interval scurt de timp, majoritatea arborilor au fost
taiati (arini, ciresi salbatici, nuci etc.) si, sporadic, gramezi
de gunoaie au inceput sa fie depozitate pe malurile raului.
Se pare ca obligatia localnicilor de a ceda aceste lunci a
adus o detasare emotionala sau chiar dorinta de a lua toata
bogdtia locului cu ei. In absenta unui adversar palpabil,
frustrarile s-au revarsat asupra locului, declansand o
retragere a atasamentului si a grijii fata de rau.

Hosting the Body of the Highway

This large-scale infrastructure project naturally brings
significant and evident benefits for most locals: the influx
of economic resources as the area emerges from isolation,
easier commuting to nearby cities, the potential mitigation
of demographic decline, or, perhaps the most frequently
mentioned advantage by residents, the ease with which
family members who have moved away can return home
for visits.

Without denying the clear improvements to daily life and
immediate needs, we find it necessary to question both
the rapid changes occurring during construction and those
that, in the long run, will shape the future of this place.

(Further) Detaching from the River

In 2021, the expropriation process began to clear the
land required for construction (Hotdrare Guvernamentala
nr. 1024, 2021). Alongside a number of houses, forests,
orchards, and agricultural lands, most properties in the
immediate vicinity of the river, from Tigveni to Salatrucu,
located within the expropriation corridor, were taken over
by the state with minimal compensation. Former owners
were ordered to clear their land of belongings before
handing it over to the authorities.

Within a short period, most trees (alders, wild cherry trees,
walnut trees, and others) were cut down, while piles of
waste began appearing sporadically along the riverbanks.
It seems that the obligation to surrender these floodplains
came with an emotional detachment or even a desire to
take all of the land’s richness with them. In the absence of
a tangible adversary, frustrations were redirected toward
the place itself, triggering a withdrawal of attachment and
care for the river.

Spatii dinamice. Interfete arhitecturale / Dynamic spaces. Architectural interferences. Argument 17/2025 255

Transformari | Transformations 03



Identitate deconstruita

In afara pamanturilor care marginesc apa, constructia
autostrazii afecteaza si alte locuri importante pentru
identitatea locala. Nu doar autostrada in sine isi face
simtita prezenta, ci si vastele zone de organizare de santier,
care sunt asociate sistematic cu principalele repere cu
semnificatie culturala ale vaii, inlocuindu-le, izolandu-le
ori alterandu-le ireversibil contextul.

Tn Salatrucu, Rapa Dardariei, un reper natural, si Puntea Oii,
locul istoric unde se adunau turmele de oi dupa coborarea
din munti, au devenit balastiera si cariera de pietris
exploatata si pentru constructia segmentului anterior al
autostrazii, de la Curtea de Arges la Tigveni.

Tn Suici, organizarea de santier a fost amplasata langa
Cimitirul Eroului Necunoscut, dedicat soldatilor din Primul
Razboi Mondial, unde in fiecare an are loc o ceremonie
comemorativa, implicand comunitatea (Fig. 4).

Dismantled Identity

Along these lands bordering the water, the construction of
the highway also transforms other places of importance
for the local identity. It is not just the highway itself,
but also the extensive construction staging areas that
seem systematically associated with the main culturally
significant sites, replacing or isolating them, or irreversibly
altering their context.

In Salatrucu, Rapa Dardariei (The Ravine of Dardaria), a
natural landmark, and Puntea Qii (The Sheep’s Bridge), the
historical spot where the sheep herds would gather after
their descent from the mountains, are now a gravel quarry
which is exploited also for the construction of the anterior
segment of the highway, from Curtea de Arges to Tigveni.

In Suici, an area dedicated to the organization of the
construction site was placed next to the Cemetery for the
Unknown Hero, dedicated to soldiers from World War One,
and where each year a commemorative ceremony takes
place, involving the community (Fig. 4).

2021

2024

Fig. 4. Asezarea organizarii de santier langa Cimitirul Eroilor, Suici. / Placement of the construction site facilities near the Heroes' Cemetery, Suici.

Sursa / Source: Google Earth, 2024
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Una dintre ultimele serbari traditionale inca celebrate pe
vale se tine in Suici, in jurul zilei Sfantului Pantelimon (27
iulie). Pana anul trecut, balciul avea loc intr-un luminis de
plute aflat langa Barajul Suici. Cum autostrada va trece pe
deasupra, plutele au fost taiate iar balciul a fost nevoit sa
isi schimbe locul (Fig. 5). Peste rau de fostul luminis se afla
doua dintre cele mai importante monumente arhitecturale
ale zonei: vechea Biserica Sfantul Nicolae si Cula Sultanica.
Interpunerea autostrazii intre acestea si centrul satului ar
putea sa le izoleze si mai mult, facandu-le mai greu de
integrat si intretinut pe termen lung. In Cepari, acolo unde
drumul istoric intra pe vale, se afla trunchiul unui stejar
secular. Conform legendei, Mihai Viteazu s-ar fi oprit cu
trupele sale la umbra acestuia. Partea ramasa din trunchi
este protejata de un mic acoperis. Toti localnicii il folosesc
ca punct de reper. Peste drum, o zona de organizare de
santier a inlocuit mai multe hectare de livezi, transformand
complet peisajul. Livezi mari, parte din identitatea locului,
au disparut si in Tigveni, acolo unde va fi amplasat unul
dintre cele doua noduri de iesire ale autostrazii. Al doilea
nod va fi situat in Rudeni, Suici.

2021

One of the last traditional fairs still being celebrated in the
valley is hosted in Suici around the day of Saint Pantelimon
(27 July). Until last year, it used to take place next to the
Suici Dam, in the grove. As the highway will pass above it,
the riverside grove was cleared and the fair had to move its
location (Fig. 5). Just over the river from the former groove,
are two of the most important architectural monuments
of the area: the old Saint Nicholas Church and Cula
Sultanica. The highway crossing between them and the
village center might isolate them further, making it harder
to be integrated and maintained in the long run. In Cepari,
where the historical road would enter the valley, lays the
trunk of an ancient oak. Legend has it that Mihai Viteazu
stopped with its troops in the shadow of this oak. The part
of the trunk remaining is protected by a small roof. All the
locals use it as a landmark. Across from it, an area for the
organization of the construction site has displaced several
hectares of orchards, completely transforming the land.
Large orchards, part of the local identity, also disappeared
in Tigveni, where one of the two highway’s exit nodes will
be located. The second node will be placed in Rudeni, Suici.

2024

Fig. 5. Defrisarea locului din apropierea Topologului dedicat targului de Sf. Pantelimon. Suici, comuna Suici. / Deforestation of the area near the Topolog River

designated for the St. Pantelimon fair. Suici commune
Sursa / Source: Personal archive, 2021, 2024.
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Scara si ritmul vietii

Un aspect valoros al starii anterioare de izolare a vaii este
pastrarea fondului construit la o scara mica, tipica satului
traditional. Se poate observa inca textura rurala unitara,
dimensionata la scara umana, unde gospodariile se
intretes cu gradini si terenuri cultivate. Dezvoltarea rapida
si schimbarile socio-culturale de dupa Revolutia din 1989,
in multe alte zone ale tarii, a perturbat coerenta asezarilor
rurale. Aici Tnsa, casele mici si dependintele lor creeaza
o atmosfera atemporald, cladirile mari si cu functiuni
diferite de locuire fiind mai degraba exceptii. Dar, deoarece
organizarile de santier pentru autostrada au ocupat si
sistematizat mai multe hectare de teren, compromitandu-
le reutilizarea pentru scopuri agricole, s-au generat
premisele pentru aparitia unor astfel de ansambluri de
mari dimensiuni dupa finalizarea constructiei. Autostrada
in sine va necesita anumite facilitati, iar Tmbunatatirea
conectivitatii zonei va face posibile noi investitii. Deja,
de la inceputul anului 2024, singura statie de carburant
existenta a fost modernizata si au aparut doua spalatorii
auto, anterior nefiind niciuna, semnaland o efervescenta a
viitoarelor afaceri locale. De cand Rapa Dardariei a inceput
sa fie exploatata pentru balast pentru segmentul anterior
al autostrazii, camioanele incarcate, platite la transport,
gonesc pe vale neglijand cutuma locala de a imparti
drumul intre pietoni si masini. Aceasta noua dinamica
agresiva pentru principalul spatiu public al satelor a
generat deja frustrare si nemultumiri in randul localnicilor
si ar putea continua sa altereze cadenta lentd, specifica
locului, pe masura ce constructia avanseaza, anuntand un
alt ritm al vietii.

O noua structura topologica

Urmatoarea sectiune exploreaza posibilele efecte ale
prezentei autostrazii asupra elementelor fundamentale
ordonatoare ale matricei locuirii de pe Valea Topologului:
centru, limite, raportarea la alte teritorii.

The Scale and Pace of Life

One valuable aspect of the previously isolated state of
the valley is the well-preserved small scale of the built
environment. One can still notice the rather traditional,
human sized rural fabric, interwoven with green, cultivated
gardens and lands. The raging development of many other
parts of the country after the Revolution in 1989 disrupted
the coherence of rural settlements. Here though, the
small houses and their dependencies set an atemporal
mood, larger buildings with other functions being rather
exceptional.But as the construction staging areas for the
highway have leveled several hectares of cultivated land,
compromising their reuse for agricultural purposes, it sets
up the premises for big scale, more industrial ensembles to
emerge when construction will end. The highway itself will
need certain facilities, but also the improved connectivity
of the area will make possible new investments. Already,
since the beginning of 2024 the only existing gas station
got modernized and two car washes appeared, where
previously there were none, announcing an effervescence
of new businesses to come. Since Rapa Dardarii started
being exploited for ballast for the anterior segment of the
highway, loaded tippers, paid by transport, hurry along the
valley, neglecting the local habit of sharing the road for
both people and cars. This new dynamic, aggressing the
main public space, already brought frustration and anger
amongst locals, and it may continue to alter the slow pace
as the construction progresses, announcing an altogether
new rhythm of life.

A new Topological Structure of Place

The following section explores the possible effects of
the highway's presence on the fundamental structuring
elements of the dwelling matrix in the Topolog Valley: the
center, the boundaries, and the relationship with other
territories.
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Erodarea centrului

in analiza elementelor care descriu structura locului,
Ch. Norberg-Schulz (1980) aseaza in opozitie peisajul, ca
o intindere continua si variata, si asezarile, ca entitati
inchise, profilate ca figuri pe fundalul natural. Astfel,
asezarea functioneaza ca centru si punct focal pentru
imprejurimile sale. Din perspectiva sa, daca relatia figura-
fond este compromisa, atat peisajul, cat si asezarea isi
pierd identitatea.

Tnsd, cazul Vaii Topologului ar putea ilustra o situatie
diferita, in care relatia figura-fond nu se aplica in acest
mod. Asa cum am mentionat, teritoriul studiat are limite
bine definite (muntii la nord si dealurile Tnalte la est si
vest), formand un spatiu primitor si contindtor. In schimb,
satele nu sunt compacte si ferm delimitate, ci fuzioneaza
intre ele, dar si cu peisajul. Acestea formeaza un continuum
interconectat. Nu doar ca granitele sunt estompate, dar
si centrele lor sunt slab definite. Primaria, magazinul
si centrul cultural sunt plasate de-a lungul drumului
principal, fara a fi integrate in spatii urbane reprezentative.
Cladirile constituie puncte de reper, dar nu se coaguleaza
intr-un ansamblu relevant urbanistic. Si, desi din punct de
vedere social drumul principal poate prelua acest rol de
spatiu public (rudimentar) central, din punct de vedere
structural si simbolic, raul este adevaratul nucleu al vaii.

Tn aceastd lumind, suprapunerea autostrazii cu raul pe o
distanta atat de mare pare sa afecteze nu doar ecosistemul
hidrologic, ci tocmai axa centrala structuranta a locului.
Alterarea Topologului va remodela structura topologica
generala, asa cum sugereaza in mod ironic si rezonanta
similara a termenilor, transformand 1in acelasi timp
identitatea comuna a vaii si a asezarilor sale.

Tn plan vertical, construirea autostrazii pe piloni va genera
un volum care poate domina orice constructie locala, fie
ea locuinta sau publica. Tn acest context, monumentele

Eroding the Center

In analyzing the elements which describe the structure of
place, Ch. Norberg-Schultz (1980) opposes the landscape
as continuous and varied extension, and settlements as
enclosed entities, distinguishable as figures on the natural
background. Thus, the settlement functions as a center
and focus point for its surroundings. From his standpoint,
if the figure-ground relationship is compromised, both
landscape and settlement lose their identity.

But the case of Topolog Valley might illustrate a different
possibility, where the figure-ground relationship does
not apply as such. As we have mentioned, the landscape
here has well defined boundaries (mountains to the north
and high hills to the east and west) forming a hospitable,
containing space. By contrast, the villages are neither
compact nor strictly defined, but blend together, and also
with the landscape. They form an interwoven continuum.
Not only are the borders blurred, but they also have
weakly defined centers. The town hall, the store, and the
cultural center, placed along the main road, without being
integrated into representative urban spaces. The buildings
serve as landmarks but do not coalesce into a spatially
coherent urban ensemble. And though socially the main
road may take this role of a (rudimentary) central public
space, structurally and symbolically, the river acts as the
true core of the valley.

Seen in this light, the highway's overlap with the river
over such a significant length seems to affect not only the
hydrologic ecosystem, but the very structural central axis
of the place. Altering the Topolog will profoundly reshape
the overall topological structure, as the ironically similar
resonance of the terms suggests, while also transforming
the shared identity of the valley and its settlements.

On the vertical axis, the construction of the highway on
pillars will generate a volume which can dominate any local
building, whether domestic or public. In this context, small
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mici ale satului ar putea cadea in irelevanta. Astfel, putem
considera autostrada nsasi ca un pseudo-monument
neintentionat sau chiar un anti-monument, in sensul ca
genereaza locuri exceptionale, iesite din comun, structurand
spatiul atat fizic cat si mental, dar si deconstruind spatiile
sociale si locurile cu semnificatie simbolica (Mihali, 2001).

Estomparea granitelor

Intorcandu-ne n planul orizontal al vaii, claritatea
geometrica a geografiei se traduce, din perspectiva
perceptiei, intr-o structura bine definita si o orientare clara
a locului. Versantii Tngemanati ai dealurilor marginase
privesc centrul, iar Tntregul teritoriu in forma de U este
orientat catre sud, in acord cu curgerea apei.

O serie de toponimii locale indica fata insorita sau cea
umbrita a unui deal: Fata Purului, Fata Taierii, Fata cu
Gorunii, Fata Popii sau Dosul Popii, Dosul Albinei, Dosu’ al
Mare etc. (Neacsa-Endchescu, 2024). Toponimele ofera o
idee despre Tnaltimea, ritmicitatea si orientarea colinelor
laterale, dar si despre importanta soarelui intr-o economie
dependenta de terenurile fertile, subliniind ordinea
intrinseca a locurilor, asa cum este perceputa de catre
localnici.

Pornind dinspre rau si centrul satului (zonele sale mai
dense), catre dealurile marginase, terenul este modelat
de straturi succesive de utilizare, extinzand sfera locuirii:
gradini, livezi, pasuni, fanete si, in final, paduri care acopera
varfurile dealurilor si marcheaza marginea vaii (Fig. 6).
Experienta de a patrunde treptat in pliurile vaii, traversand
toate straturile acestei forme largi de locuire, este oglindita
fractal in capatul nordic al vaii prin adancimea oferita de
zona montang, unde se afla stanele satelor. Din perspectiva
locuirii, posibilitatea de a alterna intre experienta comuna
a centrului, a intalnirii cu celalalt, si explorarea solitara a
adancimii, cu multitudinea sa de puncte de observatie -
adica a oscila intre imersiune si detasare - este o0 nevoie

village monuments may fall into irrelevance. Thus, we can
consider the highway itself as an unintentional pseudo-
monument or even an anti-monument, in the sense
that it generates exceptional, out of the ordinary places,
structuring the space both physically and mentally, but
also deconstructing social spaces and places of symbolic
significance. (Mihali, 2001)

The Blurring of Boundaries

Going back to the horizontal plane of the valley, the
geometric clarity of the overall geography translates into
a well-defined structure and orientation of the inhabited
land. The mirrored slopes of the bordering hills face the
center, and this entire U-shaped territory looks southward,
which aligns with the downstream flow of the water.

The toponymy of several places on the bordering hills
indicate the sunny face or the back, shadowy side of a hill:
Fata Purului, Fata Taierii, Fata cu Gorunii, Fata Popii or Dosul
Popii, Dosul Albinei, Dosu’ al Mare etc. (Neacsa-Enachescu,
2024). The toponyms give some idea of the height,
rhythmicity and orientation of the side hills and also of
the importance of the sun in an economy dependent on
fertile land, and emphasizes the inbuilt order as perceived
by the locals.

Starting from the river and the village core (its denser areas)
to the bordering hills, the land is shaped by successive
layers of use, extending the sphere of habitation: gardens,
orchards, pastures, meadows, and finally forests covering
the hilltops and marking the valley's edge (Fig. 6). This
experience of gradually delving into the folds of the
hills, traversing all layers of this wide form of habitation,
is mirrored fractally in the northern end of the valley by
the depth provided by the mountainous terrain, where
the villages’ sheepfolds are located. From the perspective
of dwelling, the ability to oscillate between the shared
experience of the center, of coming together, and the
solitary exploration of depth, with its multitude of elevated
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fundamentala, adesea negata in formele de locuire densa.
Adancimea teritoriului se traduce in gama bogata de
nuante ale experientei locuirii.

vantage points - in other words immersion or detachment
- is a fundamental need, often denied in dense living
arrangements. The depth of the territory translates into
the rich nuances of the dwelling experience.

Fig. 6. Priveliste asupra vaii dinspre Mosteni, Comuna Suici / View over the valley from Mosteni, Suici commune
Sursa/ Source: Personal archive, 2021

Ambele parti ale vaii sunt tinute Tmpreuna nu doar
diferitelor terenuri detinute de locuitori. Casa poate fi
situata pe o parte a raului, dar livada sau faneata unei
familii poate fi plasata de cealalta parte, mai sus sau mai
jos pe vale, extinzand astfel sentimentul de apartenenta
si tesand aceasta retea afectiva intre oameni si locuri.
Legaturile de rudenie intdresc, de asemenea, atasamentul
si sentimentul de unitate (Budan et al, 2022).

Tn momentul in care raul, o entitate coeziva, va fi dominat
de autostrada, un element intrinsec separator intregul

Both sides of the valley are held together not only by
virtue of geography, but also socially, through the daily
routine of caring for the different pieces of land owned
by the inhabitants. The house may lay on one side of the
river, but the orchard or the hay meadow belonging to a
family may be placed on the other side, higher or lower
on the valley, thus expanding the feeling of belonging and
weaving this affective tapestry between people and places.
Kinship ties equally reinforce attachment and the feeling
of unity (Budan et al,, 2022).

When the river, a cohesive entity, will be dominated by
the highway, an inherently divisive element, the entire
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peisaj locuit, ce se extinde dinspre rau, prin toate straturile
locuirii, catre adancimea dealurilor Tmpadurite, va suferi
0 restructurare topografica, fiind necesara redefinirea
centrului si implicit a limitelor.

Intrarea si iesirea autostrazii din vale prin strapungeri
laterale, Tmpreuna cu planurile de modernizare a altor
drumuri laterale, perturba aceste zone linistite, si, mai
important, submineaza sentimentul esential al adancimii
locului si al granitelor protectoare. La nivel perceptual,
intreaga orientare a vaii este schimbata, contrazicand
structura sa geografica modelata de curgerea apei. Ca ruta
principala de acces, autostrada va dicta o noua ordine,
noi ierarhii si va introduce o alta modalitate de a lectura
peisajul traversat.

incorporarea distantei

Autostrada, ca simbol al conexiunii rapide intre obiective
indepartate, depasind scara teritoriala si nationala, pare
deconectata de locurile pe care le traverseaza, indicand
destinatiile indepartate. Fiind doar un alt loc anonim
insirat de-a lungul traiectoriei, Valea Topologului ar putea
fi infuzata si umbrita de locuri indepartate, evocate de
prezenta autostrazii. Aceasta interconectare ar putea
provoca o pierdere a auto-centrarii, afectand capacitatea
acestei entitati socio-geografice de a-si mentine atentia
introvertita si de a proteja acel axis mundi sacru al
comunitatii. A trai sub presiunea unei vaste intinderi de
teritoriu impusa de infrastructura rutiera, dizolva structura
si ordinea simbolica a propriului spatiu locuit.

Un nou teritoriu hidrosocial

Asa cum am mentionat anterior, dupa anii ‘60 au
fost implementate doua proiecte de infrastructura
hidroenergetica de mare amploare care implica raul
Topolog, iar un al treilea proiect, autostrada ce traverseaza
valea dubland raul, este in curs de constructie. Pentru o

inhabited landscape, extending from the river through all
the layers of dwelling to the depth of the wooded hills,
will undergo a topographical restructuring, necessitating
the redefinition of its center and, implicitly, its boundaries.

The highway's entry and exit into the valley through
lateral piercings, along with plans to modernize other
lateral connections, disrupt these quiet, secluded areas
and, more importantly, undermine the essential sense of
depth and protective boundaries. On a perceptual level,
the valley’s entire orientation is changed, contradicting its
natural geographical structure shaped by the flow of water.
As the primary access route, the highway will dictate a new
order, new hierarchies, and introduce a different way of
perceiving the traversed landscape.

Integrating the Distance

The highway, as a symbol of fast connection between
distant objectives, exceeding territorial and national scale,
seems rather unrelated to the places it traverses, focusing
on the far away destinations. In being just another
anonymous place strung along the trajectory, Topolog
Valley might become infused and overshadowed by the far
away places, evoked by the presence of the highway. This
enmeshment may be causing a loss of self-centeredness,
affecting the ability of this socio-geographic unit to
maintain an introverted focus, and to keep safe and sacred
the axis mundi of the local community. Living under the
pressure of an immense expanse of territory imposed by
the large-scale road infrastructure dissolves the structure
and symbolic order of one’s inhabited space.

A new Hydrosocial Territory

As mentioned earlier, since the 1960s, two large-scale
hydroelectric infrastructure projects involving the Topolog
River have been implemented, with a third, the overlapping
highway traversing the Valley, in the process of being
built. For a community whose place and identity is deeply
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comunitate ale carei loc si identitate sunt modelate de
apa, matricea fundamentala a locuirii este schimbata,
modificand relatia cu peisajul, tiparele de locuire,
structurile si interactiunile sociale si obiceiurile culturale.
Prin infrastructura se defineste un nou teritoriu si astfel
locuitorii si locuirea sunt transformate implicit.

Pentru a intelege mai bine acest proces, nu ca un
exemplu singular, ci ca un simptom al vremurilor noastre
in contextul global, am considerat ca fiind semnificativ
conceptul de teritoriu hidrosocial, un termen aparut in
domeniul geografiei politice si definit ca:

(..) imaginarul contestat si materializarea socio-
environmentala ale unei retele multi-scalare
delimitata spatial, in care oamenii, fluxurile de
apa, relatiile ecologice, infrastructura hidraulica,
mijloacele financiare, aranjamentele legale-
administrative si institutiile si practicile culturale
sunt definite interactiv, aliniate si mobilizate prin
sisteme de convingeri epistemologice, ierarhii
politice si discursuri naturalizatoare. (Boelens et al,,
2016, p. 2)

Hommes etal.(2022) inteleg teritoriul ca fiind ,un «asamblaj
socio-tehnic» heterogen” (p. 2) intr-un anumit spatiu
geografic si considera ca infrastructura este un agent activ
in definirea acestuia, avand puterea de a remodela mediul
si de a transforma relatiile sociale si politice din jurul sau.

Astfel, termenul de teritoriu hidrosocial se refera la spatii
socio-teritoriale modelate de interactiunile dintre apa,
infrastructura, societate si putere. Tn aceasta luming,
apa nu este privita doar ca o resursa naturala, ci ca un
element esential in dinamica puterii, culturii, economiei
si identitatii. Acesta subliniaza ideea unei retele hibride
construite social si fizic, in care apa este controlata,
distribuita si folosita. In situatia noastrd, putem extinde
discutia pentru a include si noua autostrada, deoarece

shaped by water, the fundamental matrix o dwelling is
being altered, changing the relationship with the land, the
patterns of habitation, social structures and interactions
and cultural habits. Through infrastructure a new territory
is defined and thus, dwellers and dwelling are transformed
implicitly.

To better understand this process, not as a singular
example, but as symptomatic for our day and age in the
global context, we have found significant the concept of
hydrosocial territory, a term coined in the field of political
geography and defined as:

(...)the contestedimaginaryandsocio-environmental
materialization of a spatially bound multi-scalar
network in which humans, water flows, ecological
relations, hydraulic infrastructure, financial means,
legal-administrative arrangements and cultural
institutions and practices are interactively defined,
aligned and mobilized through epistemological
belief systems, political hierarchies and naturalizing
discourses. (Boelens et al,, 2016, p. 2).

Hommes et al. (2022) understand territory as ,a
heterogeneous «socio-technical assemblage»” (p. 2)
in a certain geographical space, and consider that
infrastructure is an active agent in defining it, as it has the
power to reshape the environment and to transform social
and political relationships around it.

Thus, the term hydrosocial territory refers to socio-
territorial spaces shaped by the interactions between water,
infrastructure, society, and power. In this light, water is not
viewed merely as a natural resource but as an essential
element in dynamics of power, culture, economy, and
identity. It highlights the idea of a hybrid network socially
and physically constructed, where water is controlled,
distributed and used. In our situation we can extend the
discussion to also include the new highway, as it radically
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si aceasta remodeleaza radical albia raului, alterandu-i si
mai mult starea naturala si facandu-l mai putin accesibil
comunitatii.

Ce poate fi evidentiat din acest cadru teoretic oferit de
Boelens et al. (2016), Hommes & Boelens (2017) si Hommes
et al. (2022) sunt urmatoarele aspecte:
_exista intotdeauna o naratiune de fundal care duce
la un anumit model si materializare a infrastructurii
si teritoriului;
_mai multe teritorii se pot suprapune;,
_procesul de teritorializare implica acte de putere
capabile sa schimbe ierarhiile si sa redistribuie
resursele;
_exista o diferenta de statut intre rural si urban, cel
din urma fiind privilegiat si prioritizat in raport cu
resursele;
_modelul curent de gestionare a resurselor si
infrastructura aferenta conduc catre o distributie
inegala a eforturilor si beneficiilor si au un impact
profund asupra identitatilor si subiectivitati.

Toate aceste proiecte la scara mare impartasesc un
fundament ideologic comun, aparut partial din nevoia
statelor nationale nou formate de a-si consolida teritoriul
si puterea. In acelasi timp, ele incorporeaza paradigma
moderna care priveste stiinta si tehnologia ca instrumente
omnipotente pentru controlul si exploatarea naturii in
numele progresului (economic) perpetuu (Hommes et
al, 2022). Geografia vazuta Tn acest mod este o harta a
resurselor strategice menite sa fie valorificate pentru o
dezvoltare antropica accelerata. La nivelul comunitati,
aspiratia de a fi modern, de a nu ramane in urma, este
ceea ce motiveaza comunitatile sa accepte de bunavoie
redistribuirea resurselor si reconfigurarea teritoriilor lor.

Tn cazul specific al Vaii Topologului, putem identifica mai
multe teritorii descrise de infrastructura, care impartasesc
un nucleu comun. Tn primul rdnd, avem unitatea geografica,

reshapes the body of the river, further altering its natural
state and rendering it less accessible to the community.

What can be highlighted from this theoretical frame
offered by Boelens et al. (2016), Hommes & Boelens (2017)
and Hommes et al. (2022) are the following aspects:
_there is always an underlying narrative which
leads to a certain model and materialization of
infrastructure and territory;
_more territories can overlap;
_the process of territorialization involves acts of
power able to shift hierarchies and redistribute
resources;
_there is a status difference between rural and
urban areas, with the latter being privileged and
prioritized in terms of resources;
_ the current model of resource management
and the related infrastructure lead to an uneven
distribution of burdens and benefits;
_and have a deep impact on identities and
subjectivities.

All these large-scale projects share a common ideological
foundation, arising partly from the newly formed national
states’ need to consolidate their territory and power. At the
same time, they embody the modern paradigm that views
science and technology as omnipotent tools for controlling
and exploiting nature in the name of perpetual (economic)
progress (Hommes et al,, 2022). Geography seen this way,
is a map of strategic resources meant to be harnessed for
an accelerated anthropic development. At the grassroot
level, the aspiration to be modern, of not being left behind,
is what motivates communities to willingly accept the
redistribution of their resources and the reconfiguration
of their territories.

For the specific case of the Topolog Valley we can identify
several territories shaped by infrastructure, sharing a
common ground. First, there is the geographical unit, as
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0 entitate auto-centratd. Pe masura ce apa a inceput
sa fie transferata catre Valea Argesului pentru centrala
hidroelectrica Vidraru, Topolog a devenit parte a retelei
de rauri care sustin acest proiect. ITn mod similar, prin
gazduirea autostrazii, valea va face parte din al patrulea
coridor pan-european. Fiecare teritoriu suprapus vine cu
propria materialitate si propriile influente si dinamici de
putere.

Este important de subliniat faptul ca, odata cu dezvoltarea
acestor infrastructuri, centrul puterii este treptat dislocat
din vale, deplasandu-se tot mai departe. Acest lucru
plaseaza valea intr-un rol periferic in procesul de luare a
deciziilor si utilizare a resurselor. De exemplu, cantitatea
de apa derivata catre Vidraru este controlata in principal
de tehnicieni, care decid pe baza cerintelor proceselor
tehnologice ale centralei hidroelectrice, nu in functie de
nevoile reale ale Vaii Topolog. De asemenea, apa derivata
contribuie la sustinerea alimentarii oraselor Curtea de
Arges, Pitesti si Bucuresti. In mod similar, constructia si
utilizarea autostrazii sunt in afara controlului autoritatilor
locale, iar aceasta situatie perturba semnificativ relatia
delicata natura - sate. Astfel, un loc abundent si centrat
devine un mijloc prin care alte locuri isi implinesc nevoile.
Aceasta evidentiaza distributia inegala a eforturilor si
beneficiilor pe care aceste proiecte de infrastructura le
implica adesea.

Tn cazul nostru, precum in multe alte locuri din lume,
resursele luate sunt rareori compensate intr-un mod
echitabil. Asa cum ilustreaza arhitecta si cercetatoarea
Meike Schalk (2024) in cazul eforturilor de restaurare a
raului Vindelalven din Suedia, in timp ce apa raului este
retinuta de un baraj pentru o centrala hidroelectrica,
comunitatea locala se afla intr-o stare de saracie, fiind
incapabila sa plateasca facturile pentru iluminatul
public, pierzand in acelasi timp o cascada spectaculoasa,
importanta atractie turistica. Situatia este asemanatoare
si pentru Valea Topologului. Oferirea unei parti importante
din resursa de apa nu a fost (si nu s-a intentionat a fi)

a centered entity. As the water began being transferred to
Arges Valley for the Vidraru power plant, Topolog became
part of the wider network of rivers supporting this specific
project. Similarly, by accommodating the highway, the
valley will be part of the fourth pan-european corridor.
Each overlapping territory comes with its own materiality,
influences and dynamics of power.

Whatis importantto underline is that with the development
of these infrastructures, the center of power is gradually
displaced form the valley, shifting further and further
away. This relegates the valley to a peripheral role in
decision-making and resource utilization. For instance, the
amount of water diverted to Vidraru is primarily controlled
by technicians, which decide mainly based on the
requirements of the power plant’s technological processes,
rather than the actual needs of Topolog Valley. The diverted
water also supports the water needs for Curtea de Arges,
Pitesti and Bucuresti. Similarly, the construction and use of
the highway is outside the control of local authorities, wich
profoundly disturbs the delicate nature-villages construct.
Thus a self-sufficient and centered place becomes a
means to an end for other areas to meet their needs. This
highlights the uneven distribution of burdens and benefits
these projects of infrastructure often imply.

In our case, as in many others around the globe, what is
being taken away is rarely compensated for in a fair manner.
As architect and researcher Meike Schalk (2024) pointed
out about the efforts of restoring Vindelalven River in
Sweden, while the water was retained by a dam for a power
plant, the local community remained in an impoverished
state, unable to pay the bills for public illumination, losing
at the same time a spectacular waterfall which was an
important tourist attraction. The same is true for Topolog
Valley. Giving away much of the water resource was not
(ever intended to be) compensated for in an equitable
manner. This inequity alone can erode the local identity as
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compensata intr-un mod echitabil. Aceasta inechitate
poate eroda identitatea locala ca loc de valoare, indicand
faptul ca acele locuri deservite sunt superioare intr-un
anumit fel si mai demne de aceste resurse si privilegii.

Tn literatura privind ecologia apei, apare tema recurenta
a credintei adanc inraddcinate ca urbanul este superior
ruralului, si astfel, acesta din urma trebuie sa-si ofere
resursele pentru a permite dezvoltarea urbanului
(Hommes & Boelens, 2017; Hommes et al, 2020; Sante,
2020). Cazul nostru nu este diferit, intrucat aceste decizii
privind modul de utilizare a resurselor par a fi luate in
principal din perspectiva capitalei sau a marilor orase, fara
0 preocupare reald pentru ceea ce ramane in urma pentru
comunitatile rurale, atat din punct de vedere social cat si
ecologic.

Distributia beneficiilors-amutatdinspreaccesuldemocratic
la apd pentru localnici (apa potabild, apa pentru animale
si agricultura, pescuit, topirea canepii sau utilizarea puterii
motrice, organizarea ceremoniilor religioase sau a altor
sarbatori) catre o distantare fizicd si afectivd de rau si
o pierdere a numeroase beneficii in favoarea unei alte
comunitati mai mari. Dupa cum subliniaza Boelens et al.
(2016), schimbarea este de la un teritoriu bazat pe ap3, la
unul guvernamental, in care localnicii sunt neputinciosi i
privati de o serie de drepturi.

Este important de punctat faptul ca astfel de mecanisme
intrerup relatia directa dintre abundenta resurselor
naturale ale unui loc si bogatia oamenilor sai. Topolog,
odata o vale natural bogata, acum depinde in mare parte
de orasele invecinate.

Daca extindem conceptul pentru a include aspecte ale
locuirii in jurul apei, in cazul Vaii Topologului avem doua
spatii hidrosociale foarte diferite. Primul, cel traditional,
insemna ca activitatile economice si beneficiile aduse de
apa curgatoare erau impletite armonios cu experientele
semnificative de zi cu zi ale locuirii in jurul raului (fImbaiere,

a place of worth, pointing out that those served places are
superior in some way and more deserving of the resources
and privileges.

In the literature concerning the ecology of water, there
is the recurrent theme of the ingrained belief that urban
is superior to rural, and thus the latter must offer its
resources in order to allow the urban to develop (Hommes
& Boelens, 2017; Hommes et al., 2020; Sante, 2020). Our case
is no different, as these decisions on how to make use of
resources seem to be made mainly from the point of view
of the capital or the big cities, with little or no concern for
what is left behind for the rural communities, both socially
and ecologically.

The distribution of benefits shifted from a democratic
access to water for the locals (drinking water, water for
animals and agriculture, fishing, melting hemp or using
the motor power, organizing religious ceremonies or other
celebrations) to a physical and affective distancing from
the river and a loss of its many benefits in favor of a
different, larger, community. As Boelens et al. (2016) points
out, the shift is from a grass root water-based territory, to a
government driven one, in which locals are powerless and
deprived of their rights.

What is important to highlight is that such mechanisms
sever the direct link between the abundance of natural
resources of a place and the wealth of its people. Topolog,
once a naturally wealthy valley, now largely depends on
the neighboring cities.

If we extend the concept to include aspects of habitation
around water, for Topolog Valley we look at two very
different hydrosocial spaces. The traditional one meant
that the economic activities and benefits brought by the
free-flowing water were harmoniously interwoven with
meaningful everyday experiences of dwelling around it
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spalarea hainelor, pescuit, cultivarea luncilor etc.) si nu
alteraucaracterulbucolicsausimbolismulasociateacestuia.
Astfel, era oferit contextul propice aparitiei sentimentelor
de atasament si recunostinta. Al doilea model, derivat
dintr-o viziune moderna asupra progresului tehnologic,
din considerente economice izoleaza si transforma raul
intr-un mod invaziv si neregeneratiy, ii reduce vitalitatea
si frumusetea naturala, facand apropierea si interactiunea
indezirabile. Tn acest model, beneficiile economice nu mai
sunt percepute ca fiind legate de sursa care le genereaza.
Afectiunea sau recunostinta nu mai sunt prezente,
deoarece privilegiile obtinute sunt, intr-o anumita masura,
abstracte si considerate ca fiind de la sine intelese de catre
beneficiarii lor. Prin comparatie, noul teritoriu hidrosocial
pare saracit, limitand gama de interactiuni posibile cu raul
Topolog si reducandu-l la o simpla resursa sau un canal de
apa. In timp ce primul model era sociocentric, generand
un spatiu semnificativ din punct de vedere social (Fig. 7),
al doilea, in momentul in care autostrada va eclipsa raul,
poate deveni sociofug.

(bathing, washing clothes, fishing, cultivating the meadow
etc.) and were not altering the beauty or the symbolism
associated to the river. Thus, it was able to generate a sense
of attachment and gratitude. The second model, rooted in
a modern worldview of technological progress, secludes
and transforms the river mainly for economic purposes in
an invasive, non-regenerative way. It decreases the river’s
vitality and natural beauty, making it undesirable to get
close orinteractwith it. In this model, the economic benefits
are less tied to the source that generates them. Affection
or gratitude are no longer present, as the privileges earned
are somewhat abstract and taken for granted by their
beneficiaries. In comparison, the new hydrosocial territory
feels impoverished, dimming this whole dimension of life
involving Topolog, reducing it to a mere resource or water
canal. While the first model was sociocentric, generating
a socially meaningful space (Fig. 7), the second, as the
highway will overshadow the river, may become sociofugal.

Fig.7. Loc de scaldat amenajat de sateni prin excavarea albiei. Suici, Comuna Suici. / Swimming spot created by villagers through riverbed excavation. Suici, Commune.

Sursa/ Source: Personal archive, 2024
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Comparand cele doua modele, apare o intrebare fireasca:
daca rolul infrastructurii este acela de a asigura progresul
si bunastarea, cum se traduce acest progres in termeni de
locuire, Tn mod special in relatia locuitorului cu teritoriul
mai larg in care trdieste? Imbunatdteste aceasta experienta
de a face parte din acest loc specific? Daca raspunsul
este negativ, cum adesea se intampla sa fie, cum poate
fi regandita infrastructura pentru a corecta acest deficit
important? Tn loc de a accepta pasiv modelul curent
contractat, atomizat, centrat pe casa si confort, obtinut
cu pretul epuizarii peisajului, ar trebui sa redefinim
standardul pornind de la nevoia fundamentala de a locui
pe deplin un teritoriu, dincolo de limitele inguste ale
propriei locuinte, avand sansa explorarii sale cotidiene in
moduri semnificative: experiential, social sau cultural.
Tncotro?

incotro?

n articolul sau revelator, Val Plumwood (2008) recunoaste
reteaua complexa de locuri care sustin viata moderna,
adesea indepartate si neglijate, dar care contribuie la
bogatia si stilul nostru de viata in feluri pe care omitem
sa le cunoastem. Tn cadrul acestei retele globale,
Plumwood distinge intre locurile nordice, cele ale caror
integritate, frumusete si caracter sunt protejate, insa
in detrimentul locurilor sudice, care sunt sacrificate
prin diferite forme de exploatare. Autoarea se refera la
acest al doilea grup drept shadow places, degradate
progresiv si desconsiderate ulterior pentru starea lor
precard. Intelegand interdependenta celor doud categorii,
Plumwood sustine ca orice discurs despre sensul locului,
in special in traditia heideggeriana, trebuie sa confrunte
interconectarea tuturor locurilor si sa recunoasca rolul
fundamental sacrificial al acestor shadow places.

Din pacate, Valea Topologului, fara o planificare atenta, ar
putea deveni in timp un astfel de loc, ale carui contributii
valoroase nu pot fi intelese cu adevarat de catre cei care
beneficiaza de ele. Pentru ca, asa cum subliniaza Plumwood

By comparing the two models, a natural question arises:
if all infrastructure is designed to ensure progress and
wellbeing, how does this progress translate in terms of
dwelling, particularly in the relationship of the inhabitant
with the broader territory they inhabit? Does it enhance the
experience of being part of this specific land? If the answer
is negative, as it often tends to be, how can infrastructure
be rethought to correct this significant deficit? Instead of
passively accepting the current model, which is contracted,
atomized, and centered on the house and comfort,
achieved at the cost of depleting the landscape, we should
redefine the standard starting from the fundamental need
to fully inhabit a territory, beyond the narrow limits of one’s
own dwelling, with the opportunity for daily exploration in
meaningful ways: experientially, socially, or culturally.

Where to?

In her eye-opening article, Val Plumwood (2008)
acknowledges the intricate network of places that sustain
modern life, often times involving far away, overlooked sites
that contribute to ourwealth and lifestyle in ways we seldom
recognize. Within this global web Plumwood distinguishes
between north places - the pristine ones, whose integrity,
beauty and character are preserved, but at the expense
of the south places, which are sacrificed through various
forms of exploitation. She refers to this second group as
shadow places, gradually degraded and disregarded later
for their poor condition. Understanding the two categories
as being entangled, Plumwood argues that any discourse
on the sense of place, especially in the Heideggerian
tradition, must confront the interconnectedness of all
places and recognize the fundamental sacrificial role of
these shadow places.

Unfortunately, Topolog Valley, without careful planning,
might slowly turn into such a shadow place, whose
pricey contributions cannot even be well understood
by those benefiting from them. Because, as Plumwood
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(2008), cultura noastra ,devine tot mai mult deconectata
de conditiile materiale (inclusiv conditiile ecologice) care
sustin sau permit vietile noastre” (,Dematerialisation
and Place”, par. 1). Autoarea numeste acest proces
dematerializare si subliniaza ca acesta duce la ,exigente
epuizante si nerealiste” (,Dematerialisation and Place”, par.
1), ne deconecteaza de consecintele ecologice si ne ofera
Liluzia independentei fata de natura si a irelevantei naturii”
(,Dematerialisation and Place”, par. 3). Cercetatoarea
identifica sursa derapajului Tn diviziunea fundamentala
din cultura vestica dintre minte si corp, ratiune si emotie,
respect si utilizare etc., ceea ce se traduce intr-o disociere
a locului afectiv, cu toate straturile sale complexe, de locul
economic.

Ca o posibila cale de iesire autoarea sugereaza ,ca trebuie
sa dezvoltam forme de viata si productie in care pamantul
economiei (productia, consumul si furnizarea serviciilor)
si pamantul atasamentului, incluzand fingrijirea si
responsabilitatea, sa fie unul si acelasi” (Plumwood, 2008,
,Reworking Bioregionalism”, par. 2).

In multe privinte, modul traditional de viatd in preajma
Topologului ilustra un echilibru ideal Tntre a trai in
armonie cu pamantul si a sustine o comunitate. Ce lipseste
pentru ca modelul sa fie viabil si astazi, sunt standardele
contemporane de trai. Reflectand asupra acestui mod de
viata (care acum dispare), este posibila imaginarea unui
model retro-futurist care sa reconcilieze nevoia noastra de
0 anumita bunastare si confort cu grija fata de pamant si
Ccu 0 noua expansiune constienta a locuirii in Tmprejurimile
naturale. Tn acest model ideal, progresul economic si
tehnologic ar sluji pentru amplificarea experientei de a trai
intr-un peisaj natural, demonstrand ca nu este necesara o
alegere mutual exclusiva intre conservare si progres.

Dar ritmul alert al schimbarilor care se petrec pe vale si
violenta implantului infrastructurii ne plaseaza insa intr-
un plan al realitatii cu mult diferit de aceasta alternativa
ideala (Fig. 8). Astfel, in termeni pragmatici, pentru cazul

(2008) highlights, our culture is “becoming more and
more out of touch with the material conditions (including
ecological conditions) that support or enable our lives”
(“Dematerialisationand Place”, par.1). She termsthis process
dematerialization, noting that it leads to “exhausting and
unrealistic demands” (“Dematerialisation and Place”, par1),
it disconnects us from ecological consequences, and
fosters the “illusion of our independence of nature and of
the irrelevance of nature” (“Dematerialisation and Place”,
par. 3). She tracks this process back to a fundamental split
contained in Western culture between mind and body,
reason and emotion, respect and use etc., which translates
into a dissociation of the affective place, with all its
complex layers, from the economic place.

As a possible way out, the author suggests “that we need
to develop forms of life and production where the land
of the economy (production, consumption, and service
provision) and the land of attachment, including care and
responsibility, are one and the same” (Plumwood, 2008,
“Reworking Bioregionalism”, par. 2).

In many ways, the traditional way of life around Topolog
depicted an ideal balance between living in harmony with
the land and sustaining a community. What is missing, of
course, for the model to viable today, are the contemporary
standards of living. Reflecting on this (now fading) way
of life, perhaps a retro-futuristic model could emerge,
one that reconciles our desire for a certain wealth and
comfort with a deep care for the land and a conscious re-
expansion of dwelling into its natural surroundings. In this
ideal model, economic and technological progress would
serve to enhance our experiences of living within a natural
landscape, proving that progress and preservation need
not be mutually exclusive.

However, the fast-paced transformations in the valley and
the violent imprint of infrastructure implantations place us
in a reality far different from this ideal alternative (Fig. 8).
Pragmatically speaking, for the specific case of the Topolog
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specific al Vaii Topologului, urmatorul pas este integrarea
infrastructurii si adaptarea la noua configuratie teritoriala
cat mai eficient posibil, speculand beneficiile si incercand
diminuarea impactului negativ. Din pacate, nu exista
strategii oficiale care sa ghideze acest proces dificil. Astfel,
doar actiuni bine directionate, initiate la firul ierbii, pot
ghida constient valea spre un viitor dezirabil.

Asa cum afirma Christian Norberg-Schultz (1980): ,stabilitas
loci este o conditie necesara pentru viata umana” (p. 18)
si cand apar astfel de momente destabilizatoare, ele nu
trebuie tratate cu usurintd. In studiul nostru, am identificat
trei mari zone de schimbare, sau surse de vulnerabilitate,
care trebuie contracarate prin actiuni pozitive:

_slabirea ordinii si orientarii teritoriului locuit, afectata in
mod special de dublarea raului, element central natural,
cu infrastructura autostrazii. Exista, asadar, o urgenta in a
crea un nou centru simbolic si social bine definit, capabil
sa serveasca intreaga vale, fara a o fragmenta sau a crea
ierarhii. De asemenea, raul ar trebui, pe cat posibil, sa
fie integrat Tn aceasta noua coloana vertebrala centrala

Valley, the next step must be to integrate the infrastructure
and adapt to the new territorial configuration as efficiently
as possible, capitalizing on the benefits while mitigating
the negative impacts. Unfortunately, there are no official
strategies guiding this difficult process. Therefore, only
well-directed, grassroots actions can consciously guide the
valley toward a desirable future.

As Christian Norberg-Schulz (1980) affirms: “stabilitas loci
is a necessary condition for human life” (p. 18), and when
destabilizing moments such as these occur, they must not
be taken lightly. In our study, we identified three major
areas of change, or sources of vulnerability, which must be
counteracted through positive action:

_the weakening of the spatial order and orientation of the
inhabited territory, particularly affected by the doubling
of the river, a central natural element, with the highway
infrastructure. Thus, there is an urgent need to create a
new, well defined, symbolic and social center capable of
serving the entire valley without fragmenting it or creating
hierarchies. Also, the river should, as much as possible, be

Fig. 8. Nod de iesire din autostrada si interferentele sale cu raul, drumul principal si structura satului. Barsestii de Sus si de Jos, Comuna Tigveni./
Highway exit junction and its interferences with the river, the main road and the village structure. Barsestii de Sus and de Jos, Tigveni Commune.

Google Earth, 2025

Sursa/ Source:
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a locurilor naturale, sociale si culturale semnificative. Un
prim pas ar putea fi ingrijirea malurilor ramase naturale,
conservarea locurilor de scaldat, precum si reabilitarea
acelor segmente afectate de santierul autostrazii sau de
infrastructura hidroenergetica disfunctionala. Monumente
istorice precum Cula Sultanica sau Biserica Sf. Nicolae din
Suici, aflate Tn apropierea raului, pot fi incluse in aceasta
noua axa pentru a se sustine reciproc.

_riscul unei mixitati functionale nedorite si cresterea
semnificativa a scarii noilor constructii, care ar putea duce
la fragmentarea tesutului rural si pierderea caracterului
sau. Un set riguros de reglementari urbanistice destinate
conservarii atributelor valoroase ale mediului construit
este, desigur, esential. Tn paralel, este necesara educarea
si sprijinirea comunitatii in identificarea calitatilor satului
traditional, subliniind consecintele pe termen lung ale
alterarii tesutului rural.

_slabirea identitatii locale care afecteaza atasamentul
fata de loc si comunitate. Acesta se poate manifesta ca
atomizare sociala sau exploatarea intensa a terenului,
redus la o simpla sursa de venit. Aceasta ar putea fi cea
mai coroziva si dificil de gestionat problema, fara solutii
evidente si simple. O reparatie pozitiva ar putea sa apara
spontan din interior, daca comunitatea este suficient
de rezilienta. Totusi, este necesara construirea unei noi
identitati colective ancorata in naratiuni, monumente,
spatii sau simboluri coezive: mici locuri publice amenajate
in jurul elementelor identitare (fantani, cruci, troite),
introducerea unei salbe de spatii cu rol social amplasate
de-a lungul raului (dedicate jocurilor precum popice sau
fotbal, plimbarilor cu bicicleta, serbarilor populare sau
dezbaterilor comunitare) sau elemente vizuale simbolice,
recognoscibile, bazate pe aspecte care tin de identitatea
prezenta a localnicilor si care pot ranforsa sentimentul de
comunitate si apartenenta la un loc valoros.

In toate aceste demersuri posibile, componenta
participativa este esentiala, implicarea directa a localnicilor
avand capacitatea de a le reda sentimentul de putere de
decizie asupra propriului mediu de viata, determinand

integrated into this new central backbone of meaningful
natural, social, and cultural places. An initial step could
include caring for the remaining natural riverbanks,
conserving traditional swimming spots, and rehabilitating
segments damaged by the highway construction or
dysfunctional hydro-energy infrastructure. Historical
monuments such as Cula Sultanica or the Church of St.
Nicholas in Suici, located near the river, could be integrated
into this new axis to mutually support one another.

_the risk of unwanted functional mixing and the significant
increase in the scale of new constructions, which could
fragment the rural fabric and erode its character. A rigorous
set of urban planning regulations aimed at conserving the
valuable attributes of the built environment is, of course,
essential. At the same time, it is necessary to educate
and support the community in identifying the qualities
of the traditional village, highlighting the long-term
consequences of altering the rural fabric.

_the weakening of local identity, which affects attachment
to place and community. This may manifest as social
atomization or the intensive exploitation of land, reduced
to a mere source of income. This might be the most
corrosive and difficult issue to manage, with no obvious
or easy solutions. A positive transformation could emerge
spontaneously from within if the community is sufficiently
resilient. However, building a new collective identity rooted
in cohesive narratives, monuments, spaces, or symbols is
necessary: small public spaces designed around identity
elements (wells, roadside crosses, shrines), a chain of
socially functional spaces along the river (for games like
bowling or football, cycling, village festivals, or community
debates), or symbolic, recognizable visual elements
grounded in the current identity of the locals that could
reinforce a sense of belonging and pride in the place.

In all these potential efforts, the participatory component
is essential, the direct involvement of locals holding the
potential to restore their sense of agency over their living
environment, fostering a sense of care and emotional
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luarea a sa in grija si implicarea afectiva. De asemenea, o
mai buna sustinere a localnicilor in proiecte de economie
locald circulara (agroturism regenerativ, microproductie
alimentara, mestesuguri) le ofera sansa de a demonstra
viabilitatea unei vieti economice ancorate in abundenta
propriului teritoriu si n grija fata de loc. Avansarea
acestor directii ar necesita o cercetare interdisciplinara,
la intersectia dintre urbanism, antropologie, economie
locala si ecologie politica. Valea Topologului, in ciuda
vulnerabilitatilor actuale, ar putea deveni un laborator viu
pentru experimente teritoriale echilibrate intre progres si
grija, intre functionalitate si sens.

Modelul actual de dezvoltare a infrastructurii, care
introduce logici spatiale exogene, cu efecte de fragmentare
a teritoriului si de trunchiere a experientei locuirii,
evidentiaza nevoia tot mai acuta de a chestiona, in primul
rand, definitiile consacrate ale locuirii ca termen operativ
al arhitecturii, reintegrand toate acele dimensiuni ale
sale aflate dincolo de formele materializate si, mai ales,
recunoscand teritoriul (si complexitatea ocupdrii sale) ca
parte intrinseca, inseparabila. Atat Tn cazul infrastructurii,
catsiin cel al definirii tiparelor ideale de locuire, ideologia
de fundal este conturata din perspectiva cadrului urban
(cu suma sa de limitari), dintr-un plan adesea abstract
si detasat de concretetea siturilor reale. Astfel, intreaga
experientd pe care o permite ruralul,inspecial cel romanesc,
este exclusa din orizontul de preocupari al specialistilor.
Ideologia uniformizanta modernista, inca prezenta in
fundamentele profesiei, sustine o monocultura a locuirii
care inhiba intelegerea nuantata a pluralitatii formelor
sale, nascute din loc, precum si a amplorii pe care o poate
capata locuirea n expresiile traditionale, in care o suita de
spatii se afla nu doarin uz, cisiin grija. Asadar, ca profesie,
avem datoria de a reconsidera sensul locuirii, pornind n
primul rand dinspre formele sale rurale traditionale, si de
a milita pentru ajustarea interventiilor asupra teritoriului
cu scopul de a privilegia, inainte de orice, calitatea vietii,
bogatia ipostazelor oferite de acesta, precum si identitatea
si integritatea locurilor.

connection. Additionally, better support for locals in
developing circular local economies (regenerative
agrotourism, micro-scale food production, crafts) offers a
chance to demonstrate the viability of an economy rooted
in the land’'s abundance and care for place. Advancing
these directions would require interdisciplinary research at
the intersection of urbanism, anthropology, local economy,
and political ecology. Despite its current vulnerabilities,
the Topolog Valley could become a living laboratory for
territorial experiments that balance progress and care,
functionality and meaning.

The current model of infrastructure development, which
imposes exogenous spatial logics and fragments the
territory while truncating the lived experience of place,
underscores the growing need to question, first and
foremost, the conventional definitions of dwelling as
an operative term in architecture, reintegrating all of
its dimensions beyond material forms and, above all,
recognizing territory (and the complexity of inhabiting
it) as an intrinsic, inseparable part.In both infrastructure
development and the definition of ideal dwelling patterns,
the underlying ideology stems from the perspective of the
urban framework (with all its limitations), often conceived
from an abstract plane, detached from the concreteness of
real sites. Thus, the entire experience made possible by the
rural, especially the Romanian rural, is excluded from the
horizon of concern among professionals. The modernist
ideology of uniformity, still embedded in the foundations
of the profession, promotes a monoculture of dwelling
that inhibits a nuanced understanding of its plural forms,
forms born from place, and of the richness that traditional
expressions of dwelling can hold, where spaces are not
only used but also cared for. Therefore, as a profession,
it is our duty to reconsider the meaning of dwelling,
starting with its traditional rural forms, and to advocate
for interventions in the territory that prioritize, above all,
quality of life, the richness of experiences it offers, and the
identity and integrity of places.
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