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Rezumat

Arhipera este manifestarea arhitecturii in Peras (<népag,
gr. - limitd). Este intersectia dintre arhitectura si limita.
Este arhitectura pe limita. lar limita poate fi spatiala,
temporald, conceptuald, morald; poate fi de natura fi-
zica, incluzand tectonicul si biologicul; poate fi impusa
sau asumatd; poate fi mobila sau fixa. Arhipera se aseaza
pe margine, hotar, granitd, construita pe linia unde doua
entitati separate se ating fara a se contopi. Arhitectura
are nevoie de un context care s o genereze. Arhipera
se desfasoara intr-un context incapabil sa genereze arhi-
tectura: asezari aflate in saracie extrema.

Arhitectura este functiune si forma. Arhipera propune
o functiune minimala si o forma eliberatd de estetizdri.
Arhipera are ca obiective incluziunea sociala si crearea
unui model de interventie urbana si arhitecturala pentru
construirea de locuinte sociale n situatii limita.
Arhitectura negociaza relatia dintre interior si exterior.
Arhipera propune un spatiu construit permeabil, malea-
bil, permisiv si un spatiu deschis susceptibil de a fi con-
vertit in incapere.

Arhitectura raspunde unui program economic si social.
Arhipera este generata de social si sustine un program
economic. Arhipera urmareste un efect social maxim
utilizand un minim de resurse materiale.

Arhitectura este conceputa de arhitect. Arhipera este
conceputa de arhitect si comunitate, este rodul proiec-
tarii participative.

Cuvinte cheie: Arhipera, proiectare participativa,
arhitectura pentru grupuri vulnerabile, construire
comunitara.
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Abstract

Arhipera is the expression of architecture through the
concept of Peras (<népAc, Gk. limit). Arhipera is at the
intersection between architecture and limit. It is architecture
on the limit, a spatial, temporal, conceptual or an ethical
kind of limit. We can talk about a physical limit, including
tectonics and biology. The limit can be imposed or it can be
assumed, it can be mobile or it can be fixed. Arhipera places
itself on the edge, on the border, on the confines that are
built on the line where two separate entities reach out for
each other without merging.

Architecture needs a context that may function as its
generator. Arhipera is developed in a context that is not
capable to gene-rate architecture: settlements located in
extreme poverty.

Architecture is function and form. Arhipera proposes mini-
mal functions and a form that is free from aesthetic aspects.
Arhipera aims at social inclusion and the creation of a
model of urban and architectural intervention designed for
building social dwellings in limit situations.

Architecture negotiates the relation between the interior
and the exterior whereas Arhipera proposes a permeable,
flexible and permissive built space and an open space liable
to be transformed into a room.

Architecture meets the needs of an economic and social
programme. Arhipera is generated by the social context and
it sustains an economic plan. It aims at a maximal social
effect while using a minimum of material resources.
Architecture is conceived by the architect. Arhipera is con-
ceived by the architect and the community, as it represents
the result of participatory planning.

Keywords: Arhipera, participatory design, architecture
for vulnerable groups, community building.
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Exact acum un an, in martie 2011, lua fiinta grupul de
arhitectura sociala participativa Arhipera, format din
studenti ai UAUIM si tineri arhitecti. Activitatea lor in
acest interval de timp merita prezentata in cuprinsul
sesiunii de comunicari stiintifice “Experimente urba-
ne_Evenimente culturale” intrucat proiectele grupu-
lui se desfasoard preponderent experimental, atat
din punct de vedere urban, la nivelul limitei dintre
teritorii diferite, cat si cultural, la nivel identitar si de
schimb.

Am format acest grup, incercand sa raspund la urma-
toarea intrebare: Dacd intr-adevadr, arhitectura sociald
participativa se va transforma intr-o politicd publicd in
Romdnia, atunci cine o va realiza efectiv la nivelul co-
munitatilor? Vor exista arhitecti constienti de valoarea
sociald enorma a arhitecturii, capabili de muncd pro-
bono in comunitdti? Si dacd vor exista, vor sti ce meto-
de sd aplice, astfel incat rezultatul sd fie unul pozitiv si
sustenabil?

Raspunsul a constat in constientizarea faptului cd a
proiecta comunicativ de unul singur este un demers
nesustenabil si, dat fiind ca la grupa profesoarei Ga-
briela Tabacu, unde activez ca asistent, aveam in 2011
un grup de studenti exceptionali din toate puncte-
le de vedere, le-am propus celor mai buni (media la
proiectare peste 8.50) sa proiectam impreuna pentru
grupuri vulnerabile. Astfel, impreuna cu studentii
Catalin Caragea, Rodica Halalau, Andreea Nitu si Mi-
haita Stancu, am infiintat grupul de arhitectura soci-
ala participativa Arhipera, al carui nume a fost gasit
dupa cateva anevoioase dar foarte placute sedinte
de brainstorming. La foarte scurt timp de la infiinta-
re, Andrei Ardeleanu, Andrei Patriche si Adrian Rotaru
s-au alaturat grupului.

Dupa prima Seara Deschisa dedicata proiectelor gru-
pului Arhipera, organizata la Centrul Public al Fun-
datiei Soros, arhitectii Ana-Dora Matei si Alecsandru
Vasiliu au aderat si ei la grup si, din acest moment,
tot mai multe scrisori de intentie venind din partea
studentilor UAUIM, dar si arhitectilor absolventi, au
inceput sa soseasca.

Exactly an year ago, in March 2011, ArhiPera, a group
of social participatory architecture, was created by stu-
dents and young architects from ,lon Mincu” University
of Architecture and Urbanism. Their activity throughout
this period of time is worth presenting during the ses-
sion of scientific papers ,Urban experiments_Cultural
events” due to the fact that the projects of the group are
essentially experimental, both from the urban point of
view, at the level of the limit that borders different terri-
tories, and culturally, at the level of identity and change.
We formed this group by trying to answer the following
question: If, indeed, social participatory architecture
turns into a public policy in Romania, who will then ap-
ply itin an effective manner at the community level? Will
there be architects aware of the overwhelming social
value of architecture, able to work pro bono inside the
communities? And if there are such persons, will they
know what kind of methods is appropriate in order to
trigger a positive and sustainable result?

The answer was equivalent with realising the fact that
to design in a communicative manner by oneself is not
asustainable measure and, bearing in mind that in Prof.
Gabriela Tabacu’s group, where | function as an assis-
tant, we had, in 2011, several students that were excep-
tional from every point of view, | proposed to the best of
them (an average score over 8.50) to design together for
vulnerable groups. Thus, together with students Cdtdlin
Caragea, Rodica Haldldu, Andreea Nitu and Mihditd
Stancu we founded the ArhiPera group of social par-
ticipatory architecture; we agreed upon this name after
several laborious but very pleasant brainstorming ses-
sions. At a very short period of time from its emergence,
Andrei Ardeleanu, Andrei Patriche and Adrian Rotaru
joined the group.

After the first Open Evening dedicated to the ArhiPera
projects, organized at the Public Centre of the Soros
Foundation, architects Ana-Dora Matei and Alecsandru
Vasiliu became members of the group, and, from that
moment onwards, an increasing number of letters of
intent coming both from students from ,lon Mincu” Uni-
versity of Architecture and Urbanism and from gradu-
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In prezent grupul Arhipera deruleazd proiecte de
dimensiuni mari, in tard si in strdinatate (Uganda) si
participd la conferinte si simpozioane interne si in-
ternationale unde face advocacy pentru arhitectura
participativa, realizata pro bono in comunitati foarte
sarace.

Activitatea grupului se bazeaza pe voluntariat, iar
cererea de proiectare pentru grupuri vulnerabile
este mare si diversificata. Grupul activeaza in cadrul
programului omonim al Fundatiei Soros Romania si
actioneaza impreuna cu celelalte programe de inclu-
ziune sociala (economie sociald, asistenta sociala, for-
mare, educatie, culturd) din cadrul Departamentului
de Construire Comunitara, condus de mine.

Membrii Arhipera participa la cursuri de teoria si
practica arhitecturii sociale participative, pe care le
sustin in cadrul Centrului Public al Fundatiei Soros Ro-
mania. Accentul este pus pe atelierele de proiectare
participativa, pe experiment si pe practica in comu-
nitati. Curriculumul Scolii de arhitectura sociala parti-
cipativd, care functioneaza in cadrul Centrului Public
al Fundatiei Soros Romania, contine urmatoarele cur-
suri si ateliere practice:

- Proiectare si executie de arhitectura sociala parti-
cipativa - atelier practic

- Istoria arhitecturii sociale participative sec. XX _
curs

- Teorii ale practicii arhitecturii sociale participati-
ve_ curs

- Limbajul arhitecturii vernaculare_ curs; invitat
arh. Alexandru Calin, UAUIM

- Arhitectura sociala participativa contemporana_
curs

- Managementul proiectului_ curs

- Metode, tehnici si instrumente ale arhitecturii so-
ciale participative_ curs

ate architects started arriving.

At present, the ArhiPera group is running ample pro-
jects, both in Romania and abroad (Uganda) and is
attending conferences and internal and international
symposiums where it develops advocacy actions for
participatory architecture that is realised pro bono in
very poor communities.

The activity of the group is based on volunteering and
the demand of design for vulnerable groups is large and
diversified. The group functions within the homonymic
programme of the Soros Foundation Romania and un-
dertakes action together with the other programmes of
social inclusion (social economy, social assistance, for-
mation, education, culture) within the Department of
Community Building managed by me.

The ArhiPera members attend courses on the theory and
practice of social participatory architecture held by me
at the Public Centre of the Soros Foundation Romania.
The stress is laid upon the workshops of participatory
design, on experiment and on the practice inside the
community. The curricula of the School of social partici-
patory architecture which functions within the Public
Centre of Soros Foundation Romania contains the fol-
lowing courses and practical workshops:

- Design and execution of social participatory archi-
tecture - practical workshop

- The history of social participatory architecture in the
20th century - course

- Theories of the practice of social participatory archi-
tecture — course

- The language of vernacular architecture — course;
guest - arch. Alexandru Calin, UAUIM

- Contemporary social participatory architecture —
course

- Project management - course

- Methods, techniques and instruments of social par-
ticipatory architecture - course
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Fotografii din timpul cursurilor si corecturilor pro-
iectelor Arhipera /

Photographs taken during the courses and the
proof-of-concept sessions for the ArhiPera projects.
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Membrii Arhipera in cursul unui atelier de proiectare de locuinte folosind doar materiale reciclate/ refolosite. 2012. /
The ArhiPera members during a workshop for designing a dwelling by using only recycled/reused materials. 2012.

Grupul Arhipera militeaza pentru o arhitecturd libera,  The ArhiPera group supports a type of architecture

echitabila si solidara cu grupurile vulnerabile si, prin  that is free, equitable and solidary with the vulnerable

proiectele deja implementate, aratd ca practicarea  groups and, by means of the already implemented pro-

profesiei de arhitect in Romania poate imbraca aceas-  jects, indicate that the practice of the profession of ar-

ta forma, cu beneficii enorme atat asupra societdtiiin  chitect in Romania can develop in this form, thus trig-

general, cat si asupra profesiei in particular. gering enormous benefits on society in general and on
the profession in particular.

Membrii Arhipera in cursul unui exercitiu de teambuilding. 2012 / The ArhiPera members during a teambuilding exercise. 2012
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Manifestul Arhipera
Ce este Arhipera?

Arhipera este manifestarea arhitecturii in Peras
(<népag, gr. - limita). Este intersectia dintre arhitectura
si limita. Este arhitectura pe limita. lar limita poate fi
spatiald, temporald, conceptuald, morald; poate fi de
natura fizicd, incluzand tectonicul si biologicul; poate
fi impusa sau asumatad; poate fi mobila sau fixa. Arhi-
pera se aseaza pe margine, hotar, granita, construitd
pe linia unde doua entitati separate se ating fara a se
contopi. Rolul ei este sa devind posibila si sa apartina
ambelor. Altfel spus, sa deschida limita, sa o anihileze.
Arhitectura are nevoie de un context care sa o gene-
reze. Arhipera se desfasoara intr-un context incapabil
sa genereze arhitecturd: asezari aflate in saracie ex-
trema.

Arhitectura este functiune si forma. Arhipera propu-
ne o functiune minimala si o forma eliberatd de este-
tizari. Arhipera are ca obiective incluziunea sociala si
crearea unui model de interventie urbana si arhitec-
turala pentru construirea de locuinte sociale in situa-
tii limita.

Arhitectura negociaza relatia dintre interior si exteri-
or. Arhipera propune un spatiu construit permeabil,
maleabil, permisiv si un spatiu deschis susceptibil de
a fi convertit in incapere.

Arhitectura are contururi determinate, are suprafata
si perimetru. Arhipera evolueaza, se transforma, se
metamorfozeaza, se hibridizeaza. Este o matrice de
crestere. Are perimetru doar la un moment dat. Este o
fiinta vie, un organism care se dezvoltd organic.
Arhitectura raspunde unui program economic si soci-
al. Arhipera este generata de social si sustine un pro-
gram economic. Arhipera urmareste un efect social
maxim utilizand un minim de resurse materiale.
Arhitectura este conceputa de arhitect. Arhipera este
conceputa de arhitect si comunitate, este rodul pro-
iectarii participative.

Arhitectura este dependenta de un buget. Arhipera

ArhiPera manifesto
What is ArhiPera?

ArhiPera is architecture that manifests itself within the
concept of Peras (<népag, Gk. “li-mit”). It lies at the in-
tersection between architecture and limit. And the limit
can be spatial, temporal, conceptual or moral; it can be
connected with the physical nature, including tecton-
ics and biology; it can be imposed or assumed; it can be
mobile or fixed. ArhiPera places itself on the edge, bor-
der or frontier that is built on the line where two distinct
entities touch each other without merging. Its aim is to
become possible and to belong to both sides. In another
words, it has to open the limit, to annihilate it.
Architecture needs a context that may generate it. Arhi-
Pera develops in a context which is unable of generating
architecture: settlements affected by extreme poverty.
Architecture is function and form. ArhiPera proposes a
minimal function and a form that is free from aesthetic
compulsions. ArhiPera wants to achieve social inclusion
and the creation of a model of urban and architectural
intervention for the building of social dwellings in ex-
treme situations.

Architecture negotiates the relation between the interi-
or and the exterior. ArhiPera proposes a built space that
is pervious, flexible, adaptable, and an open space that
can be converted into a room.

Architecture has got a determined outline, alongside
with surface and perimeter. ArhiPera is in a constant
evolution, it transforms itself, it undergoes metamor-
phoses, and it is heterogeneous. It is a growing matrix
that has a fixed perimeter only at a certain point in time.
It is a living being, an organism that develops itself or-
ganically.

Architecture provides an answer for an economic and
social programme. ArhiPera is generated by the social
aspect and it supports an economic programme. It aims
to achieve a maximal social effect by using minimal ma-
terial resources.

Architecture is conceived by the architect. ArhiPera is
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genereaza bugetul necesar. Arhipera recicleaza, rein-
terpreteaza, reintegreaza.

Arhitectura trebuie intretinuta astfel incat sa-si men-
tina aspectul originar. Arhipera se modifica odata cu
fiecare interventie. Se reinventeaza in timpul utilizarii.

Cine este Arhipera?

Arhipera este animatd de un grup de tineri arhitecti
care ii poartd numele. infiintat la inceputul anului
2011, ca modul de voluntariat in cadrul programe-
lor de Housing si Dezvoltare Urbana ale Fundatiei
Soros Romania, grupul se compune acum, in ordine
alfabetica, din: Andrei Ardeleanu, Catalin Caragea,
Rodica Halalau, Ana Dora Matei, Andreea Nitu, Andrei
Patriche, Adrian Rotaru, Mihaita Stancu si Alecsandru
Vasiliu. Coordonatorul grupului este Lorin Niculae. in
activitatile lui, grupul este sustinut de Alexandra Pur-
nichescu, filolog si Adrian Abrudan, politolog.

Grupul a decis ca Romania este locul si acum este mo-
mentul pentru Arhipera. Este o reactie la ghettoizarea
tot mai pronuntata a Romaniei, la cresterea decalaje-
lor sociale, la izolarea si excluziunea categoriilor vul-
nerabile de la viata sociala. Arhipera va actiona acolo
unde este nevoie de arhitectura dar grupul uman be-
neficiar al arhitecturii nu este capabil sa o genereze.
in aceasta situatie, Arhipera va fi capabila sa raspunda
unei nevoi si sd consolideze potentialul comunitatii.
Nu in ultimul rand, Arhipera este un manifest menit
sa pledeze pentru grupurile marginalizate si sa cre-
eze premizele imbunatatirii conditiilor de viata ale
acestora prin participare comunitara si o arhitectura
a interesului public in Romania.”

conceived by the architect and by the community; it rep-
resents the outcome of participatory design.
Architecture depends upon a budget whereas ArhiPera
generates the necessary budget by means of recycling,
reinterpreting and reintegrating.

Architecture must be maintained so as to keep its initial
aspect. ArhiPera modifies itself with every intervention
that it goes through; it reinvents itself during the use
process.

Who is ArhiPera?

ArhiPera is enlivened by a group of young architects
that bear its name. Founded at the beginning of 2011,
as a voluntariate module within the Housing and Urban
Development programmes developed by Soros Founda-
tion Romania, the group consists of the following mem-
bers, in an alphabetical order: Andrei Ardeleanu, Cdtdlin
Caragea, Rodica Hdldldu, Ana Dora Matei, Andreea
Nitu, Andrei Patriche, Adrian Rotaru, Mihditd Stancu si
Alecsandru Vasiliu. The group coordinator is Lorin Nicu-
lae. In his activities, the group is supported by Alexandra
Purnichescu, philologist, and Adrian Abrudan, politolo-
gist.

The group decided that Romania is the place and now is
the moment for ArhiPera. It is a reaction to the increas-
ing level of ghettoisation that Romania goes through,
to the growth of social lagging, to the isolation and
the exclusion of vulnerable categories from social life.
ArhiPera will take action in the places where there is a
need for architecture but the human groups (the benefi-
ciaries) are not able to generate it. Given this situation,
ArhiPera will be capable to respond to this need and to
consolidate the community potential.

At last, but not least, ArhiPera represents a manifesto
meant to plead for the marginalized groups and to cre-
ate the premises for improving their living conditions by
means of community participation and public-interest
architecture in Romania.”
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PROIECTE ARHIPERA 2011-2012 / ARHIPERA PROJECTS 2011-2012

Centru social si locuinte Sarulesti / Sdrulesti Social Centre and dwellings

Proiect initial pentru centru social Séarulesti, aprilie 2011,
autor Andreea Nitu /

Initial project for the Sdrulesti social centre, April 2011,
author Andreea Nitu

In Sarulesti analiza de nevoi la nivel comunittii afla-
te in sdracie extrema si excluziune sociala a generat
functiunea de centru de igiena si cabinet medicina
sociala. Centrul de igiena contine dusuri si grupuri sa-
nitare separate pe sexe si o spalatorie publica echipa-
ta cu masini de spalat. Cabinetul de medicina sociala
dispune de sald de asteptare si depozit de instrumen-
tar medical. Cele doua corpuri care compun centrul
social determind un spatiu public central comunitar.

Centrul social din Sarulesti, in executie, 2012,
autor Lorin Niculae /

The Sdrulesti social centre during execution, 2012,
author Lorin Niculae

A N\RHIPEAA

SARULESTI SOCIAL CENTER
Hyglane Center and a Soclal Medicing Consulting
oo,

In Sdrulesti the analysis of the needs at the level of the
community affected by extreme poverty and social ex-
clusion generated the function of an hygiene centre and
a social medicine consulting room. The hygiene centre
features showers and separate lavatories and a public
laundry provided with washing machines. The social
medicine consulting room has a waiting room and a
storage space for sets of medical instruments. The two
main parts that compose the social centre create a cen-
tral public space assumed by the community.
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Centru social si locuinte Dor Marunt / Dor Mdrunt Social Centre and dwellings

Centru social Dor Marunt, proiect initial 2011,

autor Mihaita Stancu; sesiune participativa si imagine santier,
2012/

The Dor Mdarunt social centre, initial project, 2011,

author Mihdita Stancu; participatory session and image from

the building site, 2012.

In Dor Mé&runt, nevoia comunitard a fost pentru cen-
tru de educatie nonformala si afterschool. Centrul
propune trei corpuri distincte pentru activitati intre
care se formeaza un spatiu social completat de un
spatiu de joaca si petrecere a timpului liber. Proiec-
tarea acestora s-a realizat pe parcursul mai multor
sesiuni de proiectare participativa, in care membirii
comunitdtilor au analizat machete ale locuintelor si
centrului social si au furnizat feedback.

In Dor Mdrunt the community indicated the need for a
centre for non-formal education and afterschool pro-
grammes. The centre proposes three distinct main bod-
ies for activities; among these the authors created a so-
cial space doubled by a place for playing and spending
leisure time. The design emerged during several sessions
of participatory planning, during which the members of
the communities analyzed scale models of the dwellings
and of the social centre and provided feedback.
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8 locuinte evolutive noi, reabilitarea a 9 locuinte
existente in Sarulesti si Dor Marunt

Locuintele sociale proiectate ofera o locuire minimala
compusa din doud camere si functiuni anexe care pot
fi completate in faza de executie cu inca doua came-
re, acest lucru fiind posibil datorita suprafetei mari de
acoperis oferite, impreuna cu structura suport. Spatiul
interior poate fi configurat de fiecare familie potrivit
modului de locuire si nevoilor personale. Fatada va fi
tratata diferit de fiecare familie. In faza de executie, fi-
ecare familie participa cu 100 de ore de munca la con-
struirea locuintei.

Actiunea asupra fondului locativ existent a fost dubla-
ta de o activitate de consolidare comunitara prin deru-
larea de programe sociale pentru copiii si adulti. Parte-
nerul social al Fundatiei Soros Romania este Asociatia
Umanitara ,,impreuné pentru Ei".

Programul RURES al Fundatiei Soros Romania, vizand
ocuparea fortei de munca, este, de asemenea, activ in
Sarulesti si Dor Marunt.

Proiectul de consolidare comunitara in cele 2 localitati
a propus cresterea nivelului de locuire a comunitatilor
aflate in sardcie extrema si facilitarea accesului acesto-
ra la servicii sociale. Procesul derulat pe parcursul lui
2011 a constat in consolidarea democratica a comuni-
tatilor, prin formarea unui Grup de Dezvoltare Comuni-
tara (GDC) in fiecare comunitate si participarea comu-
nitatilor la decizii inca de la primele faze de analiza de
context. Practic, facilitatorul comunitar al programului
Arhipera a catalizat si ajutat la constituirea democrati-
ca a celor doua GDC, prin distribuirea de chestionare
catre familiile locuitoare. Chestionarul solicita desem-
narea a 7 persoane reprezentative pentru comunitate.
Dupa completarea si colectarea chestionarelor, centra-
lizarea datelor a pus in evidentd membrii GDC, dupa
care a fost facuta verificarea: lista de membri ai GDC,
rezultati in urma numararii nominalizarilor, a fost apro-
bata de catre familii.

Urmdtoarea etapd a constat in analiza de nevoi si pri-
oritizarea acestora. GDC a propus familiile care sa intre
in proiectul rezidential, desemnand pe cei 8 benefici-

8 new evolutive dwellings, the rehabilitation of 9
existent dwellings in Sdarulesti and Dor Marunt

The designed social dwellings offer minimal habitation
that consists of two rooms and additional functions
that may be supplemented in the execution stage with
two more rooms; this addition is possible because of
the large roof surface available, together with the sup-
port structure. The interior space may be configurated
by each family in accordance with their way of living and
their personal needs. The facade will be approached dif-
ferently by each family. During the execution stage each
family participates with 100 hours of labour at the actual
building of the dwelling.

The action undertaken with respect to the existing hous-
ing resources was doubled by an activity of community
consolidation through the development of social pro-
grammes for children and adults. The social partner of
Soros Foundation Romania is the Humanitarian Associa-
tion ,Together for Them”.

The RURES programme of Soros Foundation Romania,
that deals with the occupation of the labour force is also
active in Sdarulesti and Dor Mdrunt.

The project for community consolidation in these two
localities proposed the increase in the level of habitation
for the communities affected by extreme poverty and
ways of rendering easier their access to social services.
The process developed during 2011 consisted of the dem-
ocratic consolidation of the communities by creating a
Group of Community Development (GCD) in each com-
munity, and by the participation of the communities at
the decision-making process even from the first phases
of context analysis. Practically, the community facilita-
tor of the ArhiPera programme acted as a catalyser and
helped at the democratic constitution of the two GCDs
by distributing questionnaires to the inhabiting fami-
lies. The questionnaire requested for the designation of 7
persons that are representative for the community. After
filling up and collecting the questionnaires, the centrali-
zation of the information pointed out the GCD members;
this stage was followed by the verification phase: the list
of members of the GCDs that resulted from counting the
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ari ai programului de construire de locuinte noi si cei 9
beneficiari de reabilitare a locuintei. Tot comunitatile
au decis functiunea necesara pentru fiecare centru so-
cial, in urma unui proces deliberativ bazat pe analiza
de nevoi.

Locuinte evolutive Sarulesti si
Dor Marunt, imagini din timpul si
de la finalizarea executiei , 2012 /
Evolutive dwellings in Sarulesti
and Dor Madrunt, images taken
during the execution and at the
completion of the building, 2012.

nominalisations was approved by the families.

The next stage consisted in the analysis of needs and
in prioritizing them. The GCDs nominated the families
that were eligible to be part of the residential project
by appointing the 8 beneficiaries of the programme for
building new dwellings and the 9 beneficiaries of the re-
habilitation programme for the existing dwellings. The
communities were the ones which decided the necessary
function for each social centre, as a result of a delibera-
tive process based on the analysis of needs.
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Centrul de viata independenta Dumeni, Botosani /
The Center for Independent Life Dumeni, Botosani

Proiectul a fost realizat la solicitarea asociatiei Ihtis
http://asociatia-ihtis.ro/ pentru persoane cu handi-
cap locomotor. Centrul propune o functiune mixta,
cuprinzand un centru de educatie si facilitati de ca-
zare pentru cursanti, insotitori si profesori. Tema de
proiectare a fost intocmita impreuna cu d-na Mihaela
Mihaescu, presedinte al Ihtis, iar raspunsul Arhipera
este un spatiu public a carui dimensiune sociala se
exprimad in exterior si participa la viata urbana. Ast-
fel, toate functiunile graviteaza in jurul unui atrium
din sticla care gazduieste rampele de legatura intre
cele doua niveluri ale centrului si care le fac accesibile
utilizatorilor de carucioare cu rotile in mod indepen-
dent, fara asistenta. Toate spatiile cladirii sunt dimen-
sionate pentru a permite accesul si utilizarea de catre
persoane in scaun cu rotile, inclusiv bucatdria restau-
rantului, cu zona de preparare a mancarii.

Centrul de viata independenta Dumeni ofera 3 sali
de curs, un spatiu polivalent, o zona de restaurant si
bucatarie, 9 camere de cazare, spatii pentru receptie,
depozitari, spatii tehnice, circulatii orizontale si verti-
cale.

Atriumul, care face tranzitia intre spatiul public si cel
privat, este o interpretare contemporana a elemen-
tului traditional de prispa. Din punct de vedere al
economiei de energie, el actioneaza ca o serd iarna,
fnmagazinand caldura. Vara se deschide complet, asi-
gurand ventilarea corespunzatoare a spatiilor interi-
oare.

Arhitectura practicata este ecologica, prin folosirea
de materiale locale din surse regenerabile si utilizarea
solutiei de serd pentru atrium.

Proiectul se inscrie in sprijinul pe care Arhipera il acor-
da grupurilor vulnerabile si marginalizate pentru in-
tegrare sociald, acces la educatie si pe piata fortei de
munca.

Proiectul este in faza de colectare de fonduri necesare
investitiei.

The project was carried out at the request of the Ihtis
Association http://asociatia-ihtis.ro/ for persons with
locomotor disabilities. The centre proposes a mixed
function, comprising an educational centre and lodg-
ing facilities for students, attendants and teachers. The
design theme was drawn up together with Mrs. Mihaela
Mihdescu, the chairperson of Ihtis, and the ArhiPera re-
sponse represents a public space with a social dimen-
sion which is expressed in the exterior and which takes
part at the urban life. Thus, all the functions revolve
around a glass atrium that houses the platforms that
insure the connection between the two floors of the cen-
tre and that render them accessible for wheelchair users
in an independent way, without any kind of assistance.
All the spaces of the building are dimensioned in such a
manner as to allow the access and utilisation by persons
in wheelchairs, including the restaurant kitchen, with
the area of food preparation.

The centre for independent life in Dumeni offers 3 lec-
ture rooms, a multipurpose space, a restaurant area and
a kitchen, 9 accomodation rooms, spaces for reception
desks, storage, technical spaces, horizontal and vertical
ways of access.

The atrium allows the transition between the public and
the private space and it represents a contemporary in-
terpretation of the traditional element of the veranda.
From the point of view of energy saving it functions as a
greenhouse during wintertime by storing heat. In sum-
mer the veranda may be completely opened, providing
adequate ventilation of the interior spaces.

The architectural choice is ecological by means of using
local materials from regenerable sources and by adopt-
ing the greenhouse solution for the atrium.

The project is part of the support ArhiPera offers to the
vulnerable and marginalized groups for social integra-
tion, access to education and to the labour force market.
The project is in the stage of collection of funds neces-
sary for the investment.
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CENTER FOR AN INDEPENDENT LIFE

This project wes Bofcitad by 8n essocialion for paogle wih
locomotor disabilites, based in & rural envronment. The Center
cOvers maed funchons, aducation ard
tacililies Tor students. sftendants and professoes alike. The resull
ofa paicoatony design procass, our response is a public space
whosa soclal dimansion 1s expressad to the sxderior and |s
irvolved o Lrban life, through the use af fight, rensparency and
onentatan

All [un:buns‘%:vh:ﬂe arpund a glass alrium that hosts ramps
connecting the  laveis of the Cantar, thenafor making em
accessible 1o wheelchair users in an indapandent, unassisied way.
The glass-alrium was designad 1o have mullipie purpases, fom a
saras of acologeal, accnomecal end, most importantly, social
standpoiris:

1 Allcrw diaylight and wasmlh inside during the winles ard allow
equal disiribution because of #s central kzcation within the
budidng:

2 Kigap tha temparature down in the summer through the use
of natural venlilation across the atium,

3 Halg tha community of deablad peo?le become socklly
integrated wilhin the Brger communily of i vilsge, bacausa of
the crientation aof the ransparent 2onk towards tha man road of

the villags;

4 The apaces batwean the ramps will ba usad 1o grow plants.
ishich will benefi from the natural gt and mprave the ambent of
the entire buiding — thosa plants will also be maintained and
Incked sher by the pacgle mhabiing the center, encouaging tham
ta fully assume the space they e in;

I adition 1o thal. all spaces have been desipned and
dimaresianad 5o that thay allow aasy access and usaga by
wheslchalr usars — including the reataurant’s kitchen, with its food

i

Prép o et
he atrium, which allows for ransition between the public and
privaba SpAcE, 1 @ modarn miep: af the traditional parch.

Carrter for an Independant Life cfers 3 rsning reams, 2
muttifunctional space, kitchen and restaurant, & a on
roams, receplion. slorage rooms, ulility oo, Hoizontal and
warlical creulabons. Cur approach bawards an ecologcal
architactura can te seen in tha chowsa of local matedats from
renesable sousces

T T

Proiectul Centrului de viatd independenta
Dumeni, autori Andrei Ardeleanu, Lorin Niculae si
sesiune participativa cu beneficiarii /

The project for the Centre for Independent Life in
Dumeni, authors Andrei Ardeleanu, Lorin Niculae
and a participatory session with the beneficiaries.
http://centruldeviataindependenta.wordpress.
com/
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DUMENI CENTER FOR AN INDEPENDENT LIFE RHIPESR DUMENI CENTER FOR AN INDEPENDENT LIFE RHIPEA

-
S

—
gy . g
= Ny, .
B N AN

@SOROS FOUNDATION ROMANIA @Si-iiﬂ@:] FOUNDATION ROMANIA

Centru de viatd independenta Dumeni, autori Andrei Ardeleanu, Lorin Niculae / The centre for independent life in Dumeni, authors Andrei Ardeleanu, Lorin Niculae

CENTRUL DE VIATA INDEPENDENTA éRH}FEHL\

CENTRUL DE VIATA INDEPENDENTA AARHIPESA,

JUDETUL BOTOSANI

COl A GEORGE ENESCU
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208 Universitatea de Arhitectura si Urbanism “lon Mincu” / “lon Mincu” University of Architecture and Urban Planning



CASA DIN ZORI. Locuinte pentru persoane fara adapost si reciclare urbana /
HOUSE OF DAWN. Dwellings for homelesses and urban recycling

- ![IGI]III .

,Casa din zori” este numele celui mai recent proiect
marca Arhipera care va continua linia de actiune a gru-
pului, practicarea arhitecturii sociale participative.

Proiectul are in vedere preluarea capitalului uman aflat

a~ B ia_limits SR X HH H BEMEFIGIARUL | perscans i@ adépost

in situatia-limitd a privarii de qdapost sl |ntegrarea |UJ SUUILOE IR T o v A o

intr-un program de calificare si conversie profesionala METODOLBRIE | peniru formularea nevolorsi o soltiSor saa agela I ntenviur elsborate de un grup de
A . m I . B saciologh studenti la masterstul de antrapologle

n dpmenlu! cons‘truct"!or’ a carul ﬁnalltate e”Ste con TEREWUL | structurile abandanate {ale blacurier comunisie), spatiile dintre blocurl, ferenurivirane, maldane
struirea unei locuinte minimale ,peste noapte”. i, apraape de achipamente edilitare

,+House of Dawn” is the name of the latest project pertain-
ing to the Arhipera trademark. It follows the same line of
action of the group, namely the practice of social partici-
patory architecture. The project concentrates on assum-
ing the human capital that is in the limit situation of pri-
vation of shelter and tries to integrate it in a programme
that involves professional qualification and conversion in
the construction field; the goal of the programme is the
,overnight” building of a minimal dwelling.
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Casa din Zori, proiect pentru persoanele fara adapost coordonat de arh. Ana-Dora Matei, arh. Alecsan-

dru Vasiliu, arh. Lorin Niculae.

Arhipera 2012 / House of Dawn, a project for homeless people coordinated by arch. Ana-Dora Matei, arch.

Alecsandru Vasiliu, arch. Lorin Niculae. ArhiPera 2012.
Sus: Locuinte cuplate si insiruite / / Up: Coupled and row houses

Autori / Authors: Catalin Caragea, Mihaita Stancu, Rodica Halaldu, Andreea Nitu, Adrian Rotaru, Andrei

Patriche, Andrei Ardeleanu

Jos: Proiect manifest de convertire a salilor neterminate ale Casei Poporului in cartiere de locuit / Down:
the manifesto project of converting the unfinished halls of the People’s Palace into dwelling neighbourhoods.

Autori/ Authors: arh. Ana-Dora Matei si arh. Alecsandru Vasiliu

Solutiile pentru aceasta categorie de persoane aflate
in dificultate, la extremitatea societdtii, implica con-
figurarea unor tipologii variate de locuinte minimale
evolutive si are in vedere, ca si in proiectele preceden-
te, o arhitectura democratica obtinuta prin utilizarea
modelului,de jos in sus”. In plus, proiectul propune o
proiectare ecologica, o dezvoltare durabila a locuin-
telor si sustenabilitatea acestora.

Din punct de vedere topologic, terenurile pentru
construirea locuintelor pentru persoane fara adapost
vor fi legate de tesutul urban existent, pentru realiza-
rea unei integrari sociale a participantilor la program
si vizeaza spatii neconventionale pentru locuirea
sociala. O posibilitate luata in calcul inca din faza de
concept este reciclarea unor spatii urbane nefolosite,
inclusiv reciclarea functiunii arhitecturale initiale.
Prin manifestul acestui program propunem conver-
sia unor spatii neterminate ale arhitecturii totalitare
a ,Casei poporului” in spatii pentru locuinte sociale
destinate persoanelor fara adapost. In acest caz re-
ciclarea arhitecturala transforma vocatia totalitard in
democratie si reda,Casa poporului” poporului insusi.
Proiectul are la baza normele dreptului cutumiar pri-
vitoare la dreptul de ocupare a spatiului pentru locu-
ire: o familie capabila sa-si ridice o casa peste noapte
pe un teren asupra cdruia nu are drepturi este demna
de a ocupa spatiul respectiv, fiind/devenind utila din
punct de vedere social si economic comunitatii care
0 accepta.

The solutions for this category of persons in state of dif-
ficulty, situated at the extremity of the society, entails
the configuration of varied typologies of minimal evolu-
tive dwellings; as in the previous projects, the solutions
aim at a democratic architecture obtained by using the
Lbottom-up” model. In addition, the project proposes an
ecological approach of the design, a durable develop-
ment of the dwellings and puts a strong emphasis on
sustainability.

From a topological point of view, the plots for building
the dwellings for the homeless people will be connected
with the existent urban tissue in order to achieve the so-
cial integration of the participants in the programme;
the choice of the plots focuses on unconventional spac-
es with regard to social habitation. A possibility that has
been carefully considered from the concept stage is the
reprocessing of unused urban spaces, including the re-
cycling of the initial architectural function.

Through the manifest of this program we propose the
conversion of certain unfinished spaces of the totalitar-
ian architecture of The Palace of Parliament into spaces
for social dwellings destined for people who lack shelter.
In this particular case, the architectural recycling trans-
forms totalitarism into democracy and restores The Peo-
ple’s House to the people itself.

The project is based on the norms of common law re-
garding the right to occupy the space meant for habita-
tion. A family that is able to erect a house overnight on
a plot on which it has no rights to is dignified to inhabit
the respective space and proves to be useful from a so-
cial and economic point of view to the community that
accepts it.

Studii si cercetari stiintifice de arhitectura si urbanism / Architectural and Urban Research Studies / ARGUMENT

211



Conceptia proiectului este sustinuta si de un program
de integrare sociala si pe piata fortei de munca a be-
neficiarilor. Implementarea unei arhitecturi sociale se
defineste prin eficienta, adaptabilitate si flexibilitate,
si are in centru consolidarea potentialului comunitar
si locuirea ca dimensiune esentiala a omului.

La granita dintre zi si noapte, la intersectia dintre
doua spatii aflate la extreme, proiectele Arhipera in-
seamna deschiderea limitei si abolirea acesteia.

The idea of the project is also sustained by a program of
social integration of the beneficiaries and their inclusion
in the labour market. The implementation of this type of
social architecture is defined by efficiency, adaptability
and flexibility and is centered both on the consolidation
of the communitary potential and on dwelling as an es-
sential human dimension.

At the border of day and night, at the intersection of
two spaces placed at the extremes, the ArhiPera projects
speak about opening the limit and abolishing it.

IGEL, UGANDA

market

retention basin

clusters gathered around tree

public facilities

. clusters gathered around oven

house type no. 1| 2

-

house type no. 3 | 4

grape-like arrangement scheme

clusters gathered around fountain'

Plan de situatie. zona rezidentiald / General plan for the residential area
Autor / Author: Alecsandru Vasiliu
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La solicitarea fundatiei umanitare Masajja Children
Support din Uganda, Arhipera a proiectat locuinte si
dotari urbane pentru locuitorii satului Igel (Uganda),
migranti in urma razboiului civil. Proiectul a inclus: lo-
cuinte, scoli, centru de educatie tehnologica, centre
de medicina sociald, locuinte pentru cadrele medica-
le si didactice.

Arhipera a propus solutii low-tech, incluzand rezolvari
ecologice orientate catre sustenabilitatea proiectului.

primary school

secondary &chodid

At the request of the Humanitarian Foundation Masaj-
ja Children Support from Uganda, ArhiPera designed
dwellings and urban equipment for the inhabitants of
the Igel village (Uganda), migrants as a result of the
civil war. The project included: dwelling places, schools,
a centre for technological education, centres for social
medicine, dwellings for the medical and didactic staff.
ArhiPera proposed a low-tech approach, including eco-
logical solutions oriented towards the sustainability of
the project.

Translated by Alexandra Purnichescu

market

Plan de situatie zona servicii publice / General plan for the public services area, author arch. Ana-Dora Matei
Autor / Author: Ana-Dora Matei
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Planuri unitati de invatdmant / Plans for educational units, author arch. Ana-Dora Matei
Autor / Author: Ana-Dora Matei

=====: |
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Centru medical si de igiena / Medical and hygiene centre. Autori / Authors: Rodica Halaldu, Andreea Nitu

Locuinte / Dwellings.
Autori / Authors: Ana-Dora Matei, Alecsandru Vasiliu, Andrei Patriche, Ana Mirea, Cristina Gaidos, Paul Dragusin, Andrei Ardeleanu

oA

Sisteme eoliene si de incdlzire a apei / Eolian systems and water heating systems. Autor / Author: Alecsandru Vasiliu
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