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Abstract

Aceasta lucrare exploreaza conceptul de microspatii urbane,
argumentand, printr-o lectura interdisciplinara dedicata,
necesitatea definirii unui cadru metodologic integrat
pentru analiza acestora, avand in vedere ca microspatiile
nu sunt tratate distinct in urbanism si nu sunt recunoscute
ca o categorie separata. Desi omniprezente in viata de zi
cu zi, aceste spatii sunt subestimate in cercetarile recente,
fiind adesea relegate la o perceptie laterala, reziduala.
Pornind de la mai multe teorii binecunoscute din diverse
perspective in domeniul psihogeografiei, sociologiei
(Malpas, 2018; Lefebvre, 1991 de Certeau, 1974), arhitecturii
senzoriale (Pallasmaa, 2005) si bazandu-se pe revizuirea
unor concepte din teoria secundarului (Nemoianu, 1997),
precum si pe consideratii privind diverse categorii de
spatii eterogene si tipologic incerte (Hall, 1969; Cupers &
Miessen, 2002), lucrarea evidentiaza relatia nuantata dintre
cadrul fizic al orasului si stratul de perceptie (figurativa)
si memorie (operativa), ambele implicate in procesul de
experienta urbana.

Abstract

This paper explores the concept of urban microspaces,
arguing through a dedicated interdisciplinary reading, the
need to define an integrate methodological framework for
their analysis, given that micro-spaces are not distinctly
addressed in urbanism, not recognized as a separate
category. Although ubiquitous in daily life, these spaces
are underestimated in recent research, often relegated to
a lateral, residual perception. Starting from several well-
known theories from various perspectives in the field of
psychogeography, sociology (Malpas, 2018; Lefebvre, 19971
de Certeau, 1974), sensory architecture, (Pallasmaa, 2005),
and drawing on revisiting concepts from the theory of the
secondary (Nemoianu, 1997) as well as considerations on
various categories of heterogeneous and typologically
uncertain spaces (Hall, 1969; Cupers & Miessen, 2002), the
work highlighting the nuanced relationship between the
physical framework of the city, and the layer of (figurative)
perception and (operative memory), both involved in city
experience process.
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Studiul sustine ideea ca microspatile urbane, adesea
neglijate si considerate in termeni negativi, sunt foarte
utile in procesele de planificare coparticipativa a
orasului. Percepute in mod liminal sau accidental in
experienta urbana, microspatiile devin importante ca
suport indispensabil si ca spatii de legatura ale structurii
urbane, catalizand interactiunile sociale informale, care, la
randul lor, formeaza baza diversitatii si incluziunii in viata
urbana. Privita Tn ansamblu, reteaua de microspatii urbane
(Morelli si Privitera, 2022) demonstreaza puterea acestora
de a contribui la reinnoirea sentimentului de apartenenta
al rezidentilor la locuri si la imbunatatirea calitatii vietii
urbane.

Cuvinte cheie: microspatii, perceptie, urban, metodologie,
coparticipare

Introducere

Analiza urbana traditionala este eficienta de regula, pentru
intelegerea elementelor structurale ale oraselor si ale
tiparelor urbane majore, dar ea poate trece cu vederea
calitatile unice ale microspatiilor urbane. Acestea sunt
mai greu de identificat si recunoscut pentru ca nu se
incadreaza perfect in metodele si instrumentele clasice
de abordare a analizelor urbanistice. Spre deosebire
de elementele cu dimensiuni si functii clare, ce pot
fi masurate intr-un oras (strazi, cladiri, parcele, piete,
relatiile de conditionare intre acestea), microspatiile au
trasaturi diferite, nu au dimensiuni standardizate si sunt
mai degraba legate de modul in care sunt utilizate sau
percepute de utilizatori, decat de proprietdtile lor fizice
intrinseci. Ele se caracterizeaza prin fluiditate, ambiguitate
si temporalitate, influentate de diferite activitati sociale,
instalatii temporare sau schimbari sezoniere si pot fi
intelese ca expresii ale heterotopiei spatiului urban privit
din perspectiva sociala (Foucault, 1984).

The study supports the idea that urban microspaces, often
neglected, and considered in negative terms are very useful
in the co-participative planning processes of the city.
Perceived liminally or accidentally in the city experience,
microspaces become important as indispensable support
and binding spaces of the urban structure, catalyzing
informal social interactions, which in turn form the basis of
the diversity and inclusion of urban life. Viewed as a whole,
the network of urban microspaces (Morelli and Privitera,
2022) demonstrates their power to contribute to renewing
residents’ sense of belonging to places and to improve the
quality of urban life.

Keywords: microspaces,
co-participation

perception, urban, methodology,

Introduction

The traditional urban analysis is generally effective for
understanding the structural elements of cities and major
urban patterns, but it may overlook the unique qualities
of urban microspaces. These are harder to identify and
recognize, and do not fit neatly into classical methods
and tools of urban analysis. Unlike elements with clear
dimensions and functions that can be measured in a
city (such as streets, buildings, plots, squares, and the
relationships between them), microspaces have different
characteristics, lack standardized dimensions, and are
more closely tied to how they are used or perceived by
individuals rather than to any inherent physical properties.
They are characterized by fluidity, ambiguity, and
temporality, and can change rapidly influenced by various
social activities, temporary installations, or seasonal
changes, and can be seen as expressions of heterotopia
from a social persepective (Foucault, 1984).
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Experienta microspatiilor este profund legata de perceptia
umana si de angajamentul senzorial; aceste spatii ar trebui
apreciate nu doar prin prezenta lor fizica (atunci cénd
sunt observate), ci prin modul in care sunt experimentate.
Microspatiile urbane datoreaza o mare parte din prezenta
si semnificatia lor relatiilor lor cu spatiile inconjuratoare si
cu modul de folosinta cotidiana, chiar daca deseori servesc
doar drept zone tampon, de tranzitie, de intermediere, sau
par a fi doar accidente sau chiar anomalii in tesutul urban.
Din punct de vedere urbanistic, ele exista intr-o stare de
ambiguitate care le caracterizeaza, fiind nici in intregime
planificate, nici total spontane, nici pe deplin publice, nici
complet private, nici exclusiv exterioare, nici total interioare
fondului construit. Pozitia lor in cadrul orasului este si ea,
nedefinita strict: ele se pot regasi atat in zone centrale
istorice, cat si in zone mixte de dezvoltare mai recenta, sau
in cartiere rezidentiale. Singura conditie a existentei lor
intr-un oras pare sa fie doar prezenta lor in contextul unei
anumite structuri si densitati a tesutului urban (de care
depind) si ca ele sa fie observabile, folosite/ experimentate
de locuitori. Astfel, microspatiile se diferentiaza de alte
spatii ambigue din cadrul orasului - cum, spre exemplu, se
disting de golurile urbane, sau de spatiile interstitiale, sau
de terenurile vagi - carora perceptia senzoriala si modul
de experimentare nu le conditioneaza neaparat existenta.

Date fiind tocmai aceste necesare diferentieriintre categorii
variate ale spatialitatii neconventionale a orasului, este
necesara gasirea unei grile metodologice capabile sa
conduca, in urma analizelor detaliate, la mai clare definiri
si categorisiri. Cercetarea isi propune sa defineasca un
cadru analitic pentru identificarea microspatiilor urbane,
cu scopul de a evidentia caracterul distinct ale acestora
in cadrul orasului si, ulterior, de a demonstra rolul lor in
dezvoltarea unor noi instrumente pentru planificarea
urbana coparticipativa. Studiul este justificat de faptul ca
microspatiile urbane, desi prezente intr-un numar foarte
mare in orasele contemporane, raman nevazute si neglijate
atat de utilizatorii orasului, cat si de planificatorii lui.
Decodificarea acestui strat evidentiaza relatiile profunde,

The experience of microspaces is deeply connected to
human perception and to sensory engagement; these
spaces should be appreciated not only for their physical
presence (when noticed), but also for how they are
experienced. Urban microspaces derive much of their
significance from their relationships with surrounding
spaces and from everyday use, even though they often
serve merely as buffer zones, transitions, intermediaries,
or may seem like accidents or even anomalies within the
urban fabric. From an urbanistic perspective, they exist in
a state of ambiguity that characterizes them, being neither
entirely planned nor completely spontaneous, neither fully
public nor entirely private, neither exclusively exterior nor
fully interior to the built environment. Their position within
the city is also, not strictly defined: they can be found
within historic central areas, in mixed zones of more recent
development, as well as in residential neighborhoods.
The only condition for their existence in a city seems to
be their presence within a certain structure and density of
the urban fabric (on which they depend), and that they are
observable and used by the residents. Thus, microspaces
also differentiate themselves from other ambiguous spaces
within the city—such as urban voids, interstitial spaces, or
vacant lots, whose existence is not necessarily conditioned
by sensory perception and the way they are experienced.

Given these necessary distinctions between various
categories of unconventional urban spatiality, a
methodological framework is required, mean to lead,
through later detailed analysis, to clearer definitions and
categorizationsThe research aims to define an analytical
framework for identifying urban microspaces, with the
goal of highlighting their distinct nature within the city
and subsequently, demonstrating their role in developing
new tools for co-participatory urban planning. The study
is justified by the fact that, although urban microspaces
are present in large numbers in contemporary cities,
they remain unseen and neglected by both city users
and planners. Reading this layer highlights the deep,
albeit discreet, relationships that city residents have with
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desi discrete, pe care locuitorii orasului le au cu spatiile
traite (Frémont, 1972), demonstrand un anumit atasament
si dorinta de a se implica in calitatea vietii urbane. Aceasta
cercetare utilizeaza o abordare multifatetata pentru a
defini corect microspatiile urbane, caracterizate generic
ca devieri/abateri de la normele urbane conventionale,
sau alterari ale spatiului fizic pre-definit (Maatouk et al,
2021), intruchipand o prezentd metamorfica, ambigud si
dinamica, ce scapa clasificarilor urbane uzuale.

Astfel, abordarea noastra urmdreste sa reimprospateze
atentia actorilor urbani si a cetatenilor, cu informatii noi
legate de contributia microspatialiatii urbane la o intelegere
mai profunda si mai durabila a orasului. Lucrarea sustine
importanta redescoperirii orasului in cele mai ascunse
straturi ale sale, deoarece, prin aceasta, se mentine un
ciclu durabil de utilizare, reutilizare si valorizare autentica
a valorilor si patrimoniului sau intrinsec.

Metodologie

Metodologia cercetarii este dezvoltata incremental,
pornind de la observatii de teren si o revizuire a literaturii
multidisciplinare, avansand catre un cadru analitic integrat
care surprinde caracteristicile specifice ale microspatiilor
urbane. Prin contrastarea perspectivelor teoretice, metoda
evidentiaza natura duala a acestor spatii, modelate de
experientele utilizatorilor care au loc atat in spectrul
figurativului, cat siin cel al operativului. Utilizand conceptul
de ,dimensionalitate perceptibila” (Malpas, 2018) lucrarea
declina un instrumentar metodologic interdisciplinar,
care permite analiza acestor spatii nu atat in termenii
dimensiunilor lor fizice si a rapoartelor de scara in context,
ci din perspectiva aspectelor perceptive si a receptarii lor
multisenzoriale, cu implicarea mecanismelor memoriei.

Aceasta abordare faciliteaza o intelegere mai nuantata a
microspatiilor urbane, integrand perspective din stiintele
cognitive, psihologia mediului, sociologie si antropologie.

lived spaces (Frémont, 1972), demonstrating a certain
attachment and willingness to engage with the quality of
urban life. This research employs a multifaceted approach
to accurately define wurban microspaces, generally
characterized as deviations from conventional urban
norms, alterations of predefined physical space (Maatouk
et al, 2021), embodying a metamorphic, ambiguous, and
dynamic presence that eludes usual urban classifications.

Thus, our approach aims to refresh the attention of urban
actors and citizens with new information related to the
contribution of urban microspatiality to a deeper and more
sustainable understanding of the city. The work advocates
the importance of rediscovering the city in its most hidden
layers, as this helps to maintain a sustainable cycle of use,
reuse, and authentic appreciation of its intrinsic values
and heritage.

Methodology

The research methodology is developed incrementally,
starting with field observations and a review of
multidisciplinary literature, progressing toward an
integrated analytical framework that captures the specific
characteristics of urban microspaces. By contrasting
theoretical perspectives, the method highlights the dual
nature of these spaces, shaped by users’ experiences that
occur within both the figurative and operative spectrum.
Utilizing the concept of "perceptive dimensionality”
(Malpas, 2018), the paper develops a methodological toolkit
that allows for the analysis of these spaces not only in
terms of their physical dimensions and scale relationships
within the context but also from the perspective of their
perceptive aspects and multisensory reception, involving
memory mechanisms.

This approach facilitates a more nuanced understanding
of urban microspaces, integrating insights from cognitive
sciences, environmental psychology, sociology, and
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Instrumentele-cheie, parte din aceasta metodologie, includ:
cartografierea cognitiva, hartile mentale, metoda urmaririi
privirii (eye-tracking) si observatia comportamentala n
perceptia si utilizarea diferitelor tipuri de microspatii,
masuratori psihofiziologice si analiza multisenzoriala,
la care se adauga abordarile fenomenologice, precum
mapari ale experientelor corporale in raport cu
caracteristicile fizice ale microspatiilor si analiza narativa,
prin intervievarea utilizatorilor in situ, ce ofera perspective
calitative. Totodata, metodele participative, cum ar fi
atelierele de co-design interactiv si actiuni de reactivare
a microspatiilor prin aportul comunitatii contribuie la
formularea cuprinzatoare a acestui cadru metodologic
adaptat pentru analiza microspatiilor urbane.

Context teoretic

Bazandu-se pe scrierile clasice despre eterogenitatea
spatiului urban, acest capitol porneste de la premisa ca
mediile urbane sunt inerent eterogene, pline de ,calitati”
subiective care reflecta diverse stari interioare sau
demarcatii fizice si functionale subtile (Norberg-Schulz,
1971; Foucault, 1997; Lefebvre, 1991).Tn privinta microspatiilor
urbane, exista tendinta de a le ignora sau a le observa
doar ca elemente secundare care ne sprijina concentrarea
asupra obiectivelor mai proeminente in timpul parcurgerii
orasului. Tn scenografia urband complexa, modelatd de
intentii, perceptii, atmosfera si realitatea fizica (Malpas,
2018), cele mai mici spatii sunt adesea fragile si evazive,
rezistand categorisirii precise in functie de dimensiuni sau
tipologie. Tn mod paradoxal, aceste spatii sunt aproape
invizibile: mici nu doar ca dimensiune, ci si ca semnificatie/
importanta, ele adesea sunt trecute cu vederea, in ciuda
utilizarii zilnice, camuflate fiind Tn activitatile de ruting,
insa capabile sa ne influenteze subtil prin natura lor mereu
schimbatoare.

Importanta acestor microspatii nu este o descoperire
noud. Tnca din anii 1970, cercetatori precum Whyte (1980)
au sustinut ca, daca micile spatii urbane sunt neatractive,

anthropology. The key tools in this methodology include
cognitive mapping, mental maps, eye-tracking, and
behavioralobservationinthe perceptionand use ofdifferent
types of microspaces, psychophysiological measurements,
and multisensory analysis. Additionally, phenomenological
approaches, such as mapping bodily experiences in
relation to the physical characteristics of microspaces and
narrative analysis through in situ interviews with users,
provide qualitative perspectives. Participatory methods,
such as interactive co-design workshops and actions for
reactivating microspaces through community involvement,
also contribute to the comprehensive formulation of this
methodological framework adapted for the analysis of
urban microspaces.

Theoretical Context

Building on classical writings on the heterogeneity of
urban space, this chapter begins with the premise that
urban environments are inherently heterogeneous, filled
with subjective "qualities” that reflect various inner states
or subtle physical and functional demarcations (Norberg-
Schulz, 1971; Foucault, 1997; Lefebvre, 1991). When it comes to
urban microspaces, there is a tendency to overlook them or
notice them only as secondary elements that support our
focus on more prominent objectives as we move through
the city. In the complex urban scenography, shaped by
intentions, perceptions, atmosphere, and physical reality
(Malpas, 2018), the smallest spaces are often fragile and
elusive, resisting precise categorization by size or typology.
These spaces are paradoxically almost invisible: small
not just in size but in significance/ importance, often
overlooked despite their daily use, camouflaged within
routine activities, yet capable of influencing us subtly
through their ever-changing nature.

The importance of these microspacesis nota new discovery.
As early as the 1970s, researchers argued, as Whyte (1980)
for example, that if small urban spaces are unattractive,
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oamenii ar putea prefera sa paraseasca orasele in favoarea
suburbiilor. Gehl (1987) a subliniat, de asemenea, faptul ca
si cele mai mici fragmente de spatiu sunt esentiale pentru
atractivitatea urbana si pentru cultivarea atasamentului
oamenilor fata de locuri.

Aceste microspatii, care adesea necesita o atentie distincta
din cauza diferentelor lor subtile fata de alte componente
ale mediului urban, sunt esentiale pentru experienta
urbana. Ele pot fi vazute ca elemente care atesta caracterul
heterotopic al orasului (Foucault, 1984; Norberg-Schulz,
1971; Merleau-Ponty, 1999; Morelli & Privitera, 2022), sau
pot fi asimilate morfologic spatiilor intermediare sau
interstitiale aparute din suprapunerea etapelor succesive
de transformare urbana (Stan, 2014), pot avea un caracter
efemer si utilizari temporare, fiind uneori asemanatoare
unor goluri urbane sau pori (Secchi, 1993; de Sola-Morales,
1997; lonita, 2020). n orasele contemporane, consumul
si generarea rapida de spatii majore permit acestor
microspatii sa persiste ca reminiscente atat ale planificarii,
cat si ale experientei cotidiene (Hall, 1969; lonita, 2020).

Pe de alta parte, microspatiile urbane sunt abordate prin
Jtactici ale cotidianului” (de Certeau 1974) care implica
comportamente adaptative ale utilizatorilor, dezvoltate
la scara micd, in cadrul retelei urbane reglementate,
ilustrand modul in care oamenii interactioneazd, contesta
si reutilizeaza permanent orasul. Ele sunt caracterizate
uneori ca ,anomalii” Tn cadrul spatiilor structurate ale
orasului, permitand alterari si transformari (Tostoes &
KoSelj, 2018). Pallasmaa (2005) sustine ca microspatiile
corespund unei experiente urbane distincte, inradacinata
in perceptia corporala, unde constientizarea spatiala a
corpului joaca un rol crucial in intelegerea spatiului.

Aceasta perceptie este influentata cultural (Hall, 1969), iar
asa cum sugereaza Malpas (2018), spatiul trebuie inteles
prin miscarea individului, unde scara, forma si proportia
relative la corp sunt mai semnificative decat simplele
dimensiuni fizice ale spatiilor.

people might prefer to leave cities in favor of suburbs. Gehl
(1987) also emphasized that even the smallest fragments
of space are essential for urban attractiveness and for
fostering people’s attachment to places.

These microspaces, which often require distinct attention
due to their subtle differences from other components of
the urban environment, are crucial to the urban experience.
They can be seen as elements that attest to the heterotopic
character of the city (Foucault, 1984; Norberg-Schulz, 1971;
Merleau-Ponty, 1999; Morelli & Privitera, 2022), or they
can be morphologically assimilated to intermediate or
interstitial spaces that emerge from the overlapping
stages of urban transformation (Stan, 2014). These spaces
may have a temporary, ephemeral character and uses,
sometimes resembling urban voids or pores (Secchi, 1993;
de Sola-Morales, 1997; lonitd, 2020). In contemporary cities,
the rapid consumption and generation of major spaces
allow these microspaces to persist as remnants of both
planning and everyday experience (Hall, 1969; lonita, 2020).

Moreover, the urban microspaces are approached through
the "tactics of the everyday” (de Certeau, 1974), which
involve small-scale, adaptive behaviors of users developed
within the regulated urban grid, illustrating how people
constantly interact with, challenge, and repurpose the
city. They often appearing as "anomalies” within the
city's structured spaces, allowing for alterations and
transformations (Tostdes & KoSelj, 2018). Pallasmaa (2005)
argues that microspaces correspond to a distinct urban
experience, rooted in bodily perception, where the body’s
spatial awareness plays a crucial role in understanding
space.

This perception is culturally influenced (Hall, 1969), and as
Malpas (2018) suggests, space must be understood through
the movement of the individual, where scale, shape, and
proportion relative to the body are more significant than
mere physical dimensions.
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Studiile recente subliniaza rolul acestor microspatii in
conturarea identitatii urbane si a memoriei colective,
subliniind necesitatea de a le identifica si de a le conserva
(Almazan & Yoshinori, 2012). Dintr-o perspectiva filozofica,
Virgil Nemoianu (1997) evidentiaza, de asemenea,
importanta acestei categorii a secundarului care, in ciuda
imperfectiunilor si inconsecventelor ei, este fundamentala
pentru intelegerea complexitatii vietii urbane.

Mecanisme specifice ale experientei
microspatiilor urbane

Experienta perceptuala a microspatiilor urbane incepe cu
recunoasterea lor initiala, adesea inconstienta, deoarece
aceste spatii sunt percepute in relatie cu contextul urban
mai larg din care fac parte si sunt rapid catalogate mental
ca fiind secundare/minore prin raportare la ceea ce este
major si dominant. Aceasta recunoastere initiala este
dictata de atentia observatorului concentrata prioritar
asupra spatiilor urbane dominante siasupra cadrului major
care Ti structureaza traseele si interesele de parcurgere. De
exemplu, uilizatorul va parcurge o strada acordand atentie
in mod prioritar elementelor majore precum fronturile
stradale, intersectiile, trecerile de pietoni si mai putin
spatiilor conexe acesteia sau difuze in structura ei (spatiile
din jurul arborilor stradali, gangurile, intrandurile, colturile
fara o utilizare evidenta etc).

intre figurativ si operativ - o
dimensiune metamorfica a
microspatiilor

Pe masura ce perceptia se aprofundeaza, microspatiile
sunt descoperite vizual si clasificate mental, imbogatite cu
diferite semnificatii bazate pe interactiunile observatorului
cu intreg contextul. Acest proces perceptiv implica doua
dimensiuni: 1) de natura figurativd, care se refera la
recunoasterea directa si imediata a cadrului formal, a
rapoartelor care tin de configuratia acestuia si 2) de natura

Recent studies emphasize the role of these microspaces in
shaping urban identity and collective memory, urging the
need to identify and preserve them (Almazan & Yoshinori,
2012). From a philosophical perspective, Virgil Nemoianu
(1997) further highlights the importance of this secondary
spatial category which, despite its imperfections and
inconsistencies, is fundamental to the understanding of
urban life complexity.

Specific Mechanisms of the Perceptual
Experience of Urban Microspaces

The perceptual experience of urban microspaces begins
with their initial, often unconscious recognition, as these
spaces are perceived in relation to the larger urban
context of which they are a part. They are quickly mentally
categorized as secondary/minor in comparison to what
is major and dominant. This initial recognition is guided
by the observer's attention, which is primarily focused
on the dominant urban spaces and the larger framework
that structures their routes and interests as they navigate
through the city. For example, a user will traverse a street
by prioritizing attention to major elements such as street
frontages, intersections, and pedestrian crossings, while
paying less attention to adjacent or diffuse spaces within
the structure, such as the spaces around the street trees,
alleyways, recesses, or corners with no obvious use.

Between Figurative and Operative: a
Metamorphic Dimension of Urban
Microspaces

As perception deepens, microspaces are visualy discovered
and mentally classified, enriched with various meanings
based on the observer's interactions with the entire
context. This perceptual process involves two dimensions:
1) a figurative dimension, which refers to the direct and
immediate recognition of the formal framework and
its configuration-related aspects, and 2) an operative
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operativa, care implica operatii cognitive ce integreaza
aceste fragmente perceptuale in tipare familiare, proces in
care intervine memoria (Piaget, 1970; Hart & Moore, 20071).

Pentru microspatiile urbane, aceste dimensiuni opereaza
intr-un context complex, modelat de abilitatile psiho-
senzoriale ale observatorului (Hart & Moore, 2001) si joaca
un rol crucial in construirea hartilor mentale (Piaget,
1970; Lynch, 1960). Microspatialitatea urbana introduce o
dimensiune metamorfica in oras, perceptibila doar prin
experienta directa si sensibilitate la nuante.

Aceasta sensibilitate este o functie naturala care poate fi
cultivata de toti locuitorii orasului si reflecta necesitatea
de a intelege continuitatea schimbarilor si a valorilor
prin cele mai fragile si perisabile elemente ale orasului.
Tn cadrul acestei experiente, corpul uman devine un
instrument pentru cercetarea si validarea acestor spatii,
memoria servind drept punte intre dimensiunile externe
imediat perceptibile si cele interne filtrate mental (Malpas,
2018).

Astfel, are loc un schimb intre observator si spatiu, unde
emotiile si asocierile cognitive se impletesc cu atmosfera
spatiului  (Zumthor, 2006). Microspatiile, structural
subordonate spatiilor urbane majore, se manifesta
adesea ca reziduuri ale experientei directe, asemanatoare
amintirilor unui loc unde ceva a existat odata, dar acum
nu mai este. Intre cunoasterea figurativa si memoria
operativa, microspatiile isi dovedesc rolul de ,spatii de
respiro” (Cupers & Miessen, 2002), producand conexiuni
mentale care Tmbogatesc si nuanteaza experienta urbana,
mai ales in cadrul unor tesuturi urbane dense, imbricate,
provenite din multiple etape istorice si care nu se ofera ca
un layer clar si imediat descifrabil.

dimension, which involves cognitive operations that
integrate these perceptual fragments into familiar patterns,
a process in which memory plays a role (Piaget, 1970; Hart
& Moore, 2001).

For urban microspaces, these dimensions operate within a
complex context, shaped by the psycho-sensory abilities of
the observer (Hart & Moore, 2001), and play a crucial role
in the construction of mental maps (Piaget, 1970; Lynch,
1960). Urban microspatiality introduces a metamorphic
dimension into the city, perceptible only through direct
experience and sensitivity to nuances.

This sensitivity is a natural function that can be cultivated
by all city dwellers and reflects the need to understand
the continuity of changes and values through the most
fragile and perishable elements of the city. Within this
experience, the human body becomes an instrument for
researching and validating these spaces, with memory
serving as a bridge between the immediately perceptible
external dimensions and the mentally filtered internal
ones (Malpas, 2018).

Thus, an exchange occurs between the observer and
the space, where emotions and cognitive associations
intertwine with the atmosphere of the space (Zumthor,
2006). Microspaces, structurally subordinate to major urban
spaces, often manifest as remnants of direct experience,
similar to memories of a place where something once
existed but is now gone. Between figurative knowledge
and operative memory, microspaces prove their role as
"breathing spaces” (Cupers & Miessen, 2002), creating
mental connections that enrich and nuance the urban
experience, especially within dense, interwoven urban
fabrics that stem from multiple historical phases and
do not present themselves as a clear and immediately
decipherable layer.
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Tacticile cotidiene ca dimensiune
sociala a microspatiilor urbane

Spatiul public urban, consumat atat in mod individual,
cat si in mod colectiv, sufera transformari perpetue, atat
prin planificare, cat si organice, sub actiunea inconstanta
a experientei cotidianului (de Certeau, 1974). Productia
neincetatd a consumatorului urban (Mihali, 20071)
genereaza ceea ce Michel de Certeau numeste ,arts
de faire” (de Certeau, 1974), forme de spatialitate care
se indeparteaza de stratul geometric fizic al orasului.
Cotidianul, ca dimensiune sociala, intersecteaza spatialul
in puncte de inflexiune, articulatii in tesutul urban, locuri
unde cele doua dimensiuni ale vietii urbane se insinueaza
simultan si produc recunoasteri reciproce. Microspatiile,
intruchipari ale acestor puncte de contact/coliziune
se formeaza si se dizolva versatil, manifestandu-se ca
adaptari, rezistente, deschideri de posibilitati sau devieri
prin care consumatorul spatiului urban reuseste sa
revendice spatiul, sa stabileasca o legatura mai puternica
cu acesta (de Certeau, 1974; Hooper-Greenbhill, 2007).

Tn sfera experientei sociale, cele doua moduri de operare
a spatiului urban sunt strategiile si tacticile (de Certeau,
1974). Strategiile se refera la fortele de ordine ale spatiului
urban pe care se bazeaza locurile si limitele, cu reguli clare
prin care oamenii isi creeaza traseele si orientarile majore
intr-un oras. Tacticile reprezinta adaptarea strategiilor la
contextul imediat si fac parte intrinseca din experienta
nemijlocita a cotidianului. Diferenta fundamentala intre
strategii si tactici este data de relatia lor cu spatiul: in timp
ce strategia corespunde spatiului major, principal, articulat,
cu limite clare si functii ale orasului ordonat/planificat,
tacticile sunt mai degraba o metoda de adaptare, deviere,
ocolire sau interpretare a acestei ordini, o reordonare in
termeni provizorii (de Certeau, 1974), o imprimare a unor
urme mnemonice in structura locului (Casey, 1997), pentru
care microspatiile joaca un rol crucial. Conform lui de
Certeau (1974), tacticile sunt folosite de consumator pentru
a ocoli sau deforma destinatiile initiale, rezultand adesea

Everyday Tactics as Social Dimension of
Urban Microspaces

The urban public space, consumed both independently
and collectively, undergoes perpetual transformations,
both inorganic (through planning) and organic (under the
inconstant action of the everyday). The ,phenomenon and
unceasing production” of the urban consumer (Mihali, 20071)
comprises what Michel de Certeau (de Certeau, 1974) terms
,arts de faire” which diverge from the physical geometric
layer of urban spaces. The everyday, as a social dimension,
intersects the spatial at points of inflection, joints in the
city's fabric, or places where the two dimensions of urban
life mutually insinuate elastic deformations and reciprocal
recognition. Microspaces, embodiments of these points
of contact/collision defined by potentiality, form and
dissolve as adaptations, resistances, open possibilities,
or diversions, through which the urban space consumer
manages to reclaim the space (de Certeau, 1974; Hooper-
Greenhill, 2007).

In the area of social experience, the two ways the urban
space operates are its strategies and tactics (de Certeau,
1974). Strategies imply the ordering forces of urban space
on which places and boundaries are based, with clear
rules by which people create their paths and major
orientations in a city. Tactics represent the adaptation of
strategies to the immediate context and are intrinsically
part of the everyday. The fundamental differentiation
between strategies and tactics is given by their relation to
space: while strategy corresponds to the major, principal
space, articulated with clear limits and functions of the
orderly/planned city, tactics are more of a method of
adapting, diverting, circumventing, or interpreting spaces,
a reordering in provisional terms (de Certeau, 1974), an
imprinting of mnemonic traces in the structure of the
place (Casey, 1997), for which microspaces play a crucial
role. According to de Certeau (1974), tactics are used by the
consumer to bypass or deform initial destinations, often
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in devieri implicite ale morfologiei unui spatiu, stabilind
noi moduri de utilizare a acestuia sau dezvaluind aspecte
anterior invizibile.

Microspatiile urbane sunt expresii ale unuiintreg ,arsenal”
de tactici cotidiene spontane, individuale sau colective,
subordonate unor experiente perceptuale dinamice si
unei intelegeri multisenzoriale a orasului. Microspatiile
urbane reflecta, de asemenea, ceea ce Metzger a numit
Jfamiliaritate” (Metzger, 2018), referindu-se la modul in care
oamenii considera un spatiu familiar atunci cand acesta
este integrat mental in propria lor reprezentare cognitiva,
a conexiunilor dintre obiecte si configuratia de ansamblu
(Malpas, 2018; Casey, 2013), la care se adauga un strat al
simturilor, formand Tmpreuna un palimpsest (Donohoe,
2014).

Relevanta microspatiilor urbane pentru
planificarea urbana

Ca o concluzie a cadrului teoretic definit mai sus,
microspatiile urbane se dezvaluie ca medii la scara mica,
secundare in raport cu un context urban mai amplu,
dar care devin importante datorita faptului ca exprima
experienta cotidiana individuala sau colectiva, atat in
spectrul figurativului, cat si in cel al operativului (Fig. 1).
Aceste spatii, adesea trecute cu vederea in studiile urbane
traditionale, servesc drept noduri critice ce dezvaluie jocul
nuantat al tacticilor cotidiene si alegerile de consum ale
utilizatorilor.

Microspatiile urbane sunt caracterizate de natura lor
localizata, dar, privite ca o categorie distincta si la scara
intregului oras, ca un fenomen continuu, desi discret, ele
permit o examinare mai atenta a orasului in integralitatea
sa. Aratand modul in care experientele urbane sunt
modelate in raport cu spatiile si ce rezulta din aceste
procese, microspatiile urbane joaca un rol crucial pentru
planificarea urbana, devenind un instrument practic de a
cerceta modul in care oamenii interactioneaza cu mediul

resulting in implicit diversions of a space’s morphology,
establishing new ways of using it or revealing previously
invisible aspects.

Urban microspaces are such expressions of spontaneous
everyday tactics, subordinate to a dynamic perceptual
experience and a multi-sensory understanding of the city.
Urban microspaces also reflect what Metzger coined as
"familiarity” (Metzger, 2018), referring to the way people
consider a space familiar when it is mentally integrated
into their own cognitive representation of the connections
between objects and the composition of that space
Malpas,2018; Casey, 2013), to which a layer of the senses
is added, together forming a palimpsest (Donohoe, 2014).

The Relevance of Urban Microspaces for Urban
Planning

As a conclusion to the theoretical framework defined above,
urban microspaces emerge as small-scale environments,
secondary in relation to a broader urban context, but
becoming significant due to their expression of individual
or collective daily experiences, both in the figurative and
operative spectrum (Fig. 1). These spaces, often overlooked
in traditional urban studies, serve as critical nodes that
reveal the nuanced play of everyday tactics and user
consumption choices.

Urban microspaces are characterized by their localized
nature, but when viewed as a distinct category on a city-
wide scale, as a continuous yet discreet phenomenon,
they allow for a more detailed examination of the city as
a whole. By showing how urban experiences are shaped in
relation to spaces and what results from these processes,
urban microspaces play a crucial role in urban planning,
becoming a practical tool for investigating how people
interact with their environment, and how urban spaces
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lor, cum se produce validarea, respectiv invalidarea sau
adaptarea spatiilor urbane in functie de experientele
nemijlocite ale parcurgerii. Actionand ca locuri pentru
tacticile cotidiene, Tn negocierea dintre structurile impuse
si interpretarile personale, psiho-senzoriale, aceste spatii
permit indivizilor sa reimagineze si sa aproprieze mediul
urban.

are validated, invalidated, or adapted based on the
direct experiences of traversing them. Acting as venues
for everyday tactics, in the negotiation between imposed
structures and personal, psycho-sensory interpretations,
these spaces enable individuals to reimagine and
appropriate the urban environment.

vt

Fig. 1. Exemple a 2 microspatii urbane din Bucuresti: 1. Microspatiu definit in spatiul trotuarului, prin prezenta unui vanzator de flori
(Strada Academiei, Universitate); 2. Mlcrospat\u rezultat al tacticilor cotidiene de’deturnare pamata a functlunll trotuarului, devenit
terasa temporara - Strada Carol Davila. / Examples of two urban microspaces in Bucharest: 1. A microspace defined within the sidewalk
area by the presence of a flower seller (Academy Street, University); 2. A microspace resulting from the everyday tactics of partially
repurposing the sidewalk, which has become a temporary terrace - Carol Davila Street.

Sursa/ Source: Margaritescu

Astfel, ele afirma si subliniaza necesitatea abordarii
participative in planificarea urbana, pentru a valoriza
contributiile comunitatii si pentru a se adapta la acestea.
Tn special pentru interventiile de revitalizare/remodelare/
regenerare a spatiilor publice, acest efort de cercetare
colaborativa a microspatialitatii, citit prin prisma tacticilor
si experientelor cotidiene, creste sansa de a pastra
caracterulunicallocurilor dejaintrate in memoria colectiva,
cultivand un sentiment de apartenenta si responsabilitate,
si incurajand participarea activa la evolutia continua a

Thus, theyaffirmand underscorethe need fora participatory
approach in urban planning, to value and adapt to
community contributions. Especially for interventions
in  the revitalization/remodeling/regeneration of
public spaces, this effort of collaborative research into
microspatiality, viewed through the lens of everyday tactics
and experiences, increases the likelihood of preserving
the unique character of places already embedded in
collective memory, cultivating a sense of belonging and
responsibility, and encouraging active participation in
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zonelor si cartierelor. Acest proces participativ, bazat pe
cercetarea metodica a experientelor traite ale utilizatorilor
spatiului public, este esential pentru a debloca intregul
potential al microspatiilor ca resursa esentiala a orasului,
care astfel poate fi reactivata, imbunatatind calitatea
generala si incluziunea mediului urban.

Cadru metodologic interdisciplinar pentru
analiza microspatiilor urbane

Desi diversele teorii subliniaza importanta acestor procese
subsumate perceptiei si experientei spatiului urban,
iar planificarea participativa poate acoperi teoretic si
categoria microspatialitatii, totusi, lipseste o metodologie
analitica adaptata specific microspatiilor urbane.

Din analiza literaturii citate mai sus, reiese ca microspatiile
nu sunt doar entitati fizice cu un anumit specific, ci
sunt modelate de interactiunile, comportamentele si
experientele oamenilor care le trdiesc. Astfel, pentru a
intelege cu adevarat rolul si impactul microspatiilor in
domeniul urbanismului, este esential sa adoptam un cadru
analitic interdisciplinar mai complex, care sa integreze
instrumentarul specific morfologiei urbane cu perspective
din domenii precum stiintele cognitive, fenomenologia,
sociologia si psihologia urbana.

Acest cadru analitic mai larg permite o explorare mai
profunda a modului in care microspatiile sunt percepute,
utilizate si transformate in timp, dezvaluindu-le adevarata
natura ca medii dinamice, traite, mai degraba decat simple
componente structurale ale orasului.

Cadrul procedural propus se pliaza pe dualitatea
microspatilor care Tncorporeaza atat trasaturile lor din
spectrul figurativ (care inregistreazd mental si senzorial
aceste spatii), cat si pe cele din spectrul operativ (care
transforma perceptiile in tipare mnemotice).

the ongoing evolution of areas and neighborhoods. This
participatory process, based on the methodical research of
lived experiences in public space, is essential to unlocking
the full potential of microspaces as a crucial resource
for the city, which can thus be reactivated, improving the
overall quality and inclusiveness of the urban environment.

Interdisciplinary Methodological Framework
for Urban Microspace Analysis

Although various theories highlight the importance of
these processes subsumed under the perception and
experience of urban space, and participatory planning may
theoretically encompass the category of microspatiality,
there remains a lack of an analytical methodology
specifically adapted to urban microspaces.

From the analysis of the literature cited above, it emerges
that microspaces are not just physical entities with
specific characteristics but are shaped by the interactions,
behaviors, and experiences of the people who inhabit
them. Thus, to truly understand the role and impact of
microspaces in urban planning, it is essential to adopt a
more complex interdisciplinary analytical framework that
integrates the tools of urban morphology with perspectives
from fields such as cognitive science, phenomenology,
sociology, and urban psychology.

This broader analytical framework allows for a deeper
exploration of how microspaces are perceived, used, and
transformed over time, revealing their true nature as
dynamic, lived environments rather than mere structural
components of the city.

The proposed procedural framework aligns with the duality
of microspaces, incorporating both their figurative aspects
(which register these spaces mentally and sensorily) and
their operative aspects (which transform perceptions into
mnemotic patterns).
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Astfel, analizele se dispun cele doua ramuri: pe ramura
figurativa a perceptiei spatiale se dispun instrumente
din zona identificarii vizual-morfologice, a psihologiei
ambientale si a arhitecturii senzoriale, iar pe ramura
operativa se dispun investigatiile din domeniul studiilor
cognitive.

Pe baza acestei structuri, putem considera urmatoarele
instrumente analitice indispensabile pentru studiul
adecvatal microspatiilor urbane, avand un caracter integrat
(spatial - social) si interdisciplinar (urbanism - morfologie
urbana, psihologie urbana, antropologie):

- la nivel perceptiv:

A1. Explorarea coparticipativa ghidata, cu rol in a identifica
diferite tipuri ale perceptiei microspatiilor urbane din
perspectiva diferitelor categorii de utilizatori sau actori
urbani din zona respectiva (vizitatori/ in tranzit, turisti,
cercetatori, planificatori etc);

A2. Cartografierea imaginii percepute a microspatiilor, cu
ajutorul hartilor mentale (Lynch, 1960) rezultdnd diferite
perspective subiective ale perceptiei lor cotidiene;

A3. Masuratori ale raspunsurilor fiziologice si implicarii
diverselor categorii de utilizatori Tn experimentarea
microspatiilor - in studii pilot, folosind diverse aplicatii sau
dispozitive (Chrisinger & King, 2018);

A4 Analiza multisenzoriald a microspatiilor (Degen,
2008), studiind modul n care diferite inputuri senzoriale
(imagine, sunet, miros, atingere) influenteaza experienta
microspatiilor (de exemplu, cum afecteaza nivelul de
zgomot ambiental perceptia unui microspatiu, sau
utilizarea unor instrumente de soundscaping pentru a
studia mediul auditiv al microspatiilor);

A5. Analize morfologice si meta-morfice ale microspatiilor,
prin raportare la intregul context din care fac parte,
utilizand grile multicriteriale, precum si mapari succesive
ale elementelor care afecteaza forma microspatiului
utilizat (modificari ale limitelor, obstacolelor, reperelor de
orientare etc);

Thus, the analyses are divided into two branches: on the
figurative branch of spatial perception, tools from visual-
morphological identification, environmental psychology,
and sensory architecture are employed, while on the
operative branch, investigations from the field of cognitive
studies are utilized.

Based on this structure, the following analytical tools can
be considered indispensable for the adequate study of
urban microspaces, having an integrated (spatial-social)
and interdisciplinary (urbanism - urban morphology,
urban psychology, anthropology) character:

- at the perceptual level:

Al.Guided co-participative exploration, aimed at identifying
different types of perceptions of urban microspaces from
the perspective of various categories of users or urban
actors in the area (visitors/in transit, tourists, researchers,
planners, etc.);

A2. Mapping the perceived image of microspaces using
mental maps (Lynch, 1960), resulting in different subjective
perspectives of their daily perception;

A3. Measuring the physiological responses and
engagement of various user categories in the experience of
microspaces—in pilot studies, using various applications
or devices (Chrisinger & King, 2018);

A4. Multisensory analysis of microspaces (Degen, 2008),
studying how different sensory inputs (sight, sound, smell,
touch) influence the experience of microspaces (e.g., how
ambient noise levels affect the perception of a microspace,
or using ,soundscaping” tools to study the auditory
environment of microspaces);

A5. Morphological and meta-morphological analyses of
microspaces, in relation to the broader context they are
part of, using multi-criteria grids, as well as successive
mappings of elements that affect the shape of the utilized
microspace (changes in boundaries, obstacles, landmarks,
etc.);
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- la nivel operativ:

B1. Observarea comportamentala sistematica a modului in
care oamenii utilizeaza si interactioneaza cu microspatiile
(Whyte, 1980; Gehl, 2011), pe o duratda mai mare de timp,
prin inregistrari foto-video sau interviuri;

B2. Analiza atentiei vizuale (eye-tracking), pentru a intelege
cum se angajeaza vizual oamenii cu microspatiile, urmarind
unde si cum Tisi concentreaza privirea atunci cand le
utilizeaza (Itti & Koch, 2000; Uttley et. al, 2018), si, in cazul
nostru, poate oferi informatii valoroase pentru analiza
modului Tn care elementele vizuale din microspatiile
urbane afecteaza cognitia (Garling, 1995);

B3. Analiza tiparelor de deplasare la nivel colectiv a
utilizatorilor in raport cu microspatiile urbane, examinand
accesul, directia/orientarea, intensitatea acestei miscari;
B4. Actiuni coparticipative de co-design si co-generare
de solutii privind Tmbunatatirea aspectelor spatiale si
functionale ale microspatiilor, dand ocazia utilizatorilor sa
propuna si sa argumenteze/dezbatd asupra variantelor de
interventie;

Astfel, dimensionalitatea specifica microspatiilor urbane
este declinata pe de o parte, in plan perceptiv si pe de
alta parte, in plan operativ, apeland la un instrumentar
metodologic ce permite analiza complexa si integrata a
acestor spatii. Fiecare din aceste metode si instrumente
de analiza de pe primul palier poate fi abordata in mod
flexibil, prin corelare cu cele din palierul al doilea si
invers, generand seturi de instrumente cu un grad ridicat
de complexitate, dar cu sanse ca rezultatele sa fie mai fin
adaptate realitatii.

Tn raport cu ambele tipuri de analize, este necesara in final
o abordare comparativa critica: maparea tacticilor cotidiene
exprimate prin experientele de perceptie va fi comparata
cu abordarile strategice specifice planificarii urbane
clasice (regulamente locale, norme oficiale). Punctele de
cooperare si cele de contradictie vor fi evidentiate astfel

- at the operational level:

B1. Systematic behavioral observation of how people use
and interact with microspaces (Whyte, 1980; Gehl, 2011),
over a longer period, through photo-video recordings or
interviews.

B2. Visual attention analysis (eye-tracking) to understand
how people visually engage with microspaces, tracking
where and how they focus their gaze when using them
(Itti & Koch, 2000; Uttley et. al,, 2018), and, in our case, it
can provide valuable insights into how visual elements in
urban microspaces affect cognition (Garling, 1995).

B3. Analysis of collective movement patterns of users in
relation to urban microspaces, examining access, direction/
orientation, and the intensity of this movement.

B4. Co-participative co-design and co-generation actions
for solutions regarding the improvement of spatial and
functional aspects of microspaces, giving users the
opportunity to propose and discuss/debate intervention
options.

Thus, the specific dimensionality of urban microspaces is
addressed on one hand at the perceptual level and on the
other hand atthe operational level, using a methodological
toolkit that allows for a complex and integrated analysis of
these spaces. Each of these methods and tools from the
first level can be approached flexibly, in correlation with
those from the second level and vice versa, generating sets
of tools with a high degree of complexity, but with a higher
likelihood of producing results that are finely adapted to
reality.

In relation to both types of analyses, a final critical
comparative approach is necessary: mapping everyday
tactics expressed through perceptual experiences will
be compared with the strategic approaches specific to
traditional urban planning (local regulations, official
norms). Points of cooperation and contradiction will be
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ncat sa reiasa un anumit caracter al interventiilor, precum
si obstacolele care pot interveni.

Rezultatul aplicarii schemei analitice descrise mai sus
se concretizeaza Tn obtinerea unei sinteze tipologice
a microspatiilor identificate ntr-un anumit areal, care
subsumeaza tiparele colective de perceptie si utilizare a
microspatiilor, preluand si eventualele puncte de cooperare
sau contradictie remarcate in etapa comparativa.

Aceasta sinteza tipologica conduce catre un set de tipuri
de interventii recomandate pentru microspatii, care in
acest fel raspund aportului perceptiv si operativ produs
prin experimentarea lor nemijlocita.

Acest cadru analitic (Fig. 2), care combina abordari
perceptive si cognitive cu metode participative, este flexibil
si aplicabil atat la nivel individual, cat si de grup. Nu este
un instrument cantitativ, ci unul calitativ, concentrandu-
se pe profunzimea perspectivelor mai degraba decat
pe cantitate, avand ca scop o intelegere nuantata a
microspatiilor urbane. Instrumentele utilizate pentru
a surprinde natura intima a microspatiilor urbane prin
experientele individuale si colective trebuie aplicate printr-
un angajament social/ comunitar pentru a demonstra
relevanta lor in planificarea urbana.

Metodele participative permit grupurilor/ comunitatilor
locale sa se implice activ in cartografierea, interpretarea si
reimaginarea microspatiilor, bazandu-se pe experientele si
nevoile lor zilnice (Fig. 3). Tehnici precum atelierele, traseele
senzoriale ghidate, sesiunile de co-design si simularile
VR/AR pot oferi suplimentar perspective valoroase
asupra modului in care microspatiile sunt percepute si
utilizate. Aceste abordari dezvaluie dimensiuni inedite,
adesea omise de metodele traditionale si documenteaza
adaptarile tactice ale locuitorilor in raport cu aceasta
resursa discreta dar importanta a orasului.

highlighted so that a particular character of interventions
and the obstacles that may arise become evident.

The result of applying the analytical framework described
above translates into the synthesis of typologies of
microspaces identified within a certain area, which
subsume the collective patterns of perception and use of
microspaces, also incorporating any points of cooperation
or contradiction noted in the comparative phase. This
typological synthesis leads to a set of recommended
intervention types for microspaces, which in this way
respond to the perceptual and operative input generated
by their direct experience.

This analytical framework (Fig. 2), which combines
perceptual and cognitive approaches with participatory
methods, is flexible and applicable both at individual and
group levels. It is not a quantitative tool, but a qualitative
one, focusing on the depth of perspectives rather than
quantity, aiming for a nuanced understanding of urban
microspaces. The tools used to capture the intimate nature
of urban microspaces through individual and collective
experiences must be applied through social/community
engagement to demonstrate their relevance in urban
planning.

Participatory methods enable local groups/communities to
actively engage in mapping, interpreting, and reimagining
microspaces, based on their daily experiences and needs
(Fig. 3). Techniques such as workshops, guided sensory
walks, co-design sessions, and VR/AR simulations can
additionally provide valuable insights into how microspaces
are perceived and utilized. These approaches uncover novel
dimensions, often overlooked by traditional methods, and
document the tactical adaptations of residents in relation
to this discreet, but important urban resource.
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Cadru metodologic de analiza integrata a microspatiilor urbane
Methodological framework for urban microspace analysis
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Fig. 4. Diagrama conceptuala exemphﬁcatwa pentru o tipologie a microspatiilor urbane dupa a) pozitia in cadrul contextului, b) rolul lor perceput in cadrul tesutului
urban, ¢) modul de configurare in raportul plin- gol, si d) pozitia in raport cu spatiul public/ privat./ Exampte conceptual d|agram for a typology of urban microspaces
based on a) position within the context, b) their perceived role within the urban fabric, ¢) configuration in relation to solid-void dynamics, and d) position relative to

public/private space.
Sursa/ Source: Autorii/ The authors

Concluzii

Cadrul prezentat Tn aceasta lucrare ofera o perspectiva
teoretica ampla asupra metodelor si instrumentelor
de analiza a microspatiilor urbane printr-o lentila
multidisciplinara. Dimensionalitatea perceptiva, conceptul
de la care am pornit in investigarea microspatiilor urbane
ca o categorie distincta a structurii orasului, bazata
pe stiintele cognitive si fenomenologie, in special prin
lucrarile lui Merleau-Ponty, subliniaza natura subiectiva
a perceptiei spatiale in microspatiile urbane. Analiza mai
profunda a acestor spatii este esentiala pentru a intelege
rolul lorin viata urbana a locuitorilor si influenta lor asupra
planificarii, designului si participarii publice in procesele
de transformarea urbana.

Microspatiile urbane functioneaza ca ,arene” dinamice
pentru tacticile cotidiene, unde oamenii redefinesc in
mod continuu orasul in functie de nevoile si dorintele
lor. Avand in vedere rolul lor semnificativ in experienta
urbana, intelegerea acestor spatii este esentiala pentru

Conclusions:

The framework presented in this paper provides a broad
theoretical overview of methods and tools for analyzing
urban microspaces through a multidisciplinary lens.
Perceptual dimensionality, the concept from which we
began our investigation of urban microspaces as a distinct
category of the city’s structure, is based on cognitive
sciences and phenomenology, particularly through the
works of Merleau-Ponty. It emphasizes the subjective
nature of spatial perception in urban microspaces. A deeper
analysis of these spaces is essential for understanding
their role in the urban life of residents and their influence
on planning, design, and public participation in urban
transformation processes.

Urban microspaces function as dynamic "arenas” for
everyday tactics, where people continuously redefine
the city according to their needs and desires. Given their
significant role in the urban experience, understanding
these spaces is essential for architects and urban planners.
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arhitecti si urbanisti. Recunoasterea interactiunii dintre
dinamica puterii si rezistenta prin experientele individuale
sau comunitare in productia si transformarea continua
a mediului urban este cruciala pentru orice interventie
eficienta. Intr-o societate democratica, emancipata si
pluralista, planificarea coparticipativa care legitimeaza si
faciliteaza tacticile cotidiene prin implicarea comunitatii
este cheia valorizarii experientelor locuitorilor si furnizarii
unui cadru integrativ pentru specialistii urbani.

Pentru a reduce diferenta dintre strategiile oficiale de
dezvoltare urbana si consumul cotidian al spatiului urban,
este important sa se atenueze contrastul dintre spatiile
majore si cele minore. Aceasta abordare permite ca
microspatiile urbane sa fie modelate nu doar de actiuni
spontane, de jos in sus, ci si de procese deliberate de
planificare care reflecta in mod autentic nevoile si dorintele
comunitatii. In cele din urmd, planificarea coparticipativa
poate servi ca o legatura cruciala intre experientele
individuale si comunitare si strategiile institutionale,
favorizand o mai mare incluziune si responsabilitate n
modelarea mediului construit.
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