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Rezumat

De obicei, atunci cand vorbim despre versatilitatea mediului
construit, vorbim despre posibilitatea unui spatiu de a inde-
plini diverse functii, in acelasi timp sau in diferite momente.
Articolul propus sustine cd versatilitatea, atunci cand vorbim
despre mediul construit, este, de asemenea, un imperativ
etic. Urbanistul si sociologul Richard Sennett propune ana-
lizarea problemei eticii urbane din perspectiva teoriei siste-
melor, argumentand ca orasele contemporane functioneaza
ca sisteme inchise, In timp ce un oras cu adevarat drept ar
trebui sa functioneze ca unul deschis. El propune trei carac-
teristici functionale ale unui oras deschis, ilustrand fiecare
caracteristica prin diverse exemple anecdotice. Exemplele
sale ar putea servi drept ilustrare a conceptului sdu, dar nu
reusesc sa raspunda la acest lucru: poate un oras sa fie des-
chis in intregime? Exista orase care bifeaza toate casetele
din modelul sau? Odata cu violentul cutremur care a lovit
Chile in 2010, a fost distrus majoritatea orasului de coas-

Abstract

The versatility of the built environment is normally under-
stood to refer to the capacity of a space to have different
functionalities, at the same time or at different times. The
present article argues that versatility is also an ethical im-
perative. Richard Sennett, urbanist and sociologist, propos-
es analysing the issue of urban ethics through the lens of
systems theory, arguing that contemporary cities function
as closed systems, whereas a truly just city ought to func-
tion as an open one. He proposes three functional charac-
teristics of the open city, illustrating each with a variety of
anecdotal examples. While his examples serve to illustrate
his concept, they fail to answer a specific question: can a city
become open in its entirety? Are there any such cities that fit
all the criteria of his model? After a violent earthquake shook
Chile in 2070, most of the coastal city of Constitucion was
destroyed, launching an immense reconstruction effort. The
present paper argues that the reconstruction process illus-
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td Constitucion, lansand un efort imens de reconstructie.
Lucrarea propusa sustine ca procesul de reconstructie
exemplifica modelul lui Sennett in devenirea unui oras cu
adevdrat deschis. Sustinem ca unul dintre punctele lipsa ale
argumentarii lui Sennett, si anume inspiratia din practicile
vernaculare, a fost in centrul acestui proces si al rezultatului
sdu. Sustinem, astfel, ca ,deschis” este un imperativ ontolo-
gic In construirea unui oras echitabil.

Cuvinte cheie/ Keywords

trates Sennett's model of a city becoming a truly open one.
An aspect that Sennett omits in his model, namely inspira-
tion from vernacular practices, was in my view the basis for
this process and its results. From this perspective, openness
is therefore an ontological imperative in building a just city.

oras deschis, teoria sistemelor, arhitectura participativa, arhitectura vernacularg, etica urbana, planificare urbana/
open city, systems theory, participatory architecture, vernacular architecture, urban ethics, urban planning

Introducere

Pentru Lefebvre, care a argumentat in favoarea unui ,oras
drept™, arhitectura este la fel de antrenata si ritualizata ca
oricare alta activitate sociala (apud Coleman, 2014, p. 10), iar
supra-determinarea functiunilor impiedica posibilitatea unui
spatiu de a fi altceva decat ceea ce arhitectul sau urbanis-
tul a conceput in primul rand. Viziunea lui Neil Leach asupra
Jperformativitatii” spatiului (Leach, 2006, pp. 18-24), inspira-
13 de scrierile lui Judith Butler, este similaré cu viziunea lui
Lefebvre, intr-o anumita masura. Bazandu-se si pe viziunea
lui Lefebvre, sustine cd, daca planificarea urbana ar contribui
la crearea unor orase drepte, ar trebui sa insiste mai putin
asupra rezultatelor previzibile, in favoarea procedurii si a pro-
cesului (Iveson si Fincher, 2011, p. 408). ,Performativitatea”
producerii spatiului, vazuta atat ca actiune individualg, cat si
ca actiune colectiva, poate naste, la randu-i, relatii sociale,
care ar putea deschide spatiile catre alte posibilitati — la ceea
ce ,ar putea fi" in loc de ,ceea ce este” (Stavrides, 2018, pp.
345-48).

In teoria sistemelor, un sistem deschis este permeabil si ras-
punde la informatii din mediul inconjurator. Richard Sennet
sustine ca orasele de astazi sunt de fapt sisteme ,inchise”
supra-determinate, argumentand ca orasul din secolul al XX-
lea tradeaza ,groaza de dezordine a birocratului” (Sennett,
2006, p. 5). El sustine cé orasul ca sistem deschis ar incura-
ja interactiunea intre diferite grupuri, oferind fiecarui individ
agency [agentivitate] in modelarea naratiunii urbane. Atat ca
sociolog, céat si ca planificator urban, forta teoriei lui Sennett

Introduction

For Lefebvre, who argued in favour of a “just city"?, architec-
ture is just as rehearsed and ritualised as any other social
activity (apud Coleman, 2014, p. 10), and the over-determi-
nation of function hinders the possibility of a space becom-
ing anything other than what the architect or urban planner
conceived of in the first place. Neil Leach’s notion of the
performativity of space (Leach, 2006, pp. 18-24), inspired by
the writings of Judith Butler, is similar to Lefebvre's vision,
to some extent. Building on Lefebvre’s vision, he argues that
if urban planning were to contribute to the creation of just
cities, it should be less interested in predictable results, and
instead concentrate on procedure and process (lveson and
Fincher, 2011, p. 408). The performativity of the production
of space, seen both as individual and as collective action,
can in turn foster social relations, which could open spaces
to other possibilities - to what “could be” instead of “what is”
(Stavrides, 2018, pp. 345-48).

In systems theory, an open system is one that is permeable
and responds to information it receives from the surround-
ing environment. Richard Sennet argues that today's cities
are, in fact, over-determined, “closed” systems, arguing that
the 20th-century city betrays the “bureaucrat’s horror of dis-
order” (Sennett, 2006, p. 5). He argues that the city as an
open system would encourage interaction between differ-
ent groups, offering each individual agency in shaping the
urban narrative. As both a sociologist and an urban planner,
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consta in argumentarea faptului ca un sistem permeabil
pentru planificarea urband ar incuraja schimburile culturale,
nu fara conflicte, ci chiar in pofida acestora, ldsand loc pen-
tru naratiuni non-lineare si deschise pentru toti cei implicati
in aceste schimburi.

Una dintre caracteristicile sistemelor deschise este ca aces-
tea se afld intr-o stare constantd de perturbare (Mulder,
2006, p. 129) — nu sunt coerente. Pentru Sennett, este ne-
cesar un anumit grad de incoerenta pentru crearea unui sis-
tem deschis (Sennett si Sendra, 2020). Pentru Jane Jacobs,
inspiratia lui Sennett, un oras deschis se intampla in timp,
se dezvoltd lent, dar nu pentru ca interactiunile ar fi rare, ci
pentru ca orasele deschise exista doar ca subiect al grijii sau
ingrijirii, iar atasamentul se construieste in timp (Jacobs,
1961). Aceasta este una dintre tréséturile orasului deschis:
este atat un concept spatial — exista intr-un anumit spatiu,
cat si unul temporal — exista in timp (are o istorie, are un vii-
tor), cu toate schimbérile pe care aceste dimensiuni le impli-
cd. Cu toate acestea, intrucat orasele sunt mai ales obiecte
spatiale, Sennett se intreabd care sunt formele spatiale care
ar deschide orasul? El identifica urmatoarele:

_teritorii de trecere;
_obiecte incomplete;
_naratiuni non-lineare.

Cum defineste el aceste forme? Pentru teritoriile de trece-
re, Sennett ofera exemplul improbabil al zidului, sustindnd
ca acesta trebuie sa ramana poros, sa lase viata sa curga
prin ei, asemanandu-l cu membrana unei celule, care lasa sa
intre ceea ce este util pentru dezvoltarea sa si luptd impo-
triva a ceea ce este periculos. Cu toate acestea, pentru ca
granita sa functioneze in termenii orasului deschis, ar trebui
ca distinctia intre interior si exterior sa fie ambigua. Obiectele
sau formele incomplete sunt cele care incurajeaza crearea
de sens in jurul lor sau, in termenii mediului construit, acele
cladiri care creeaza o dorinta si stimuleaza aldturarea altor
cladiri in jurul lor. Forma incompleta nu este o dimensiune
estetica, ci una ontologica: pe masura ce cladirile cresc in
valoare prin faptul cd sunt una in jurul celeilalte (precum oa-
menii), ele sunt incomplete doar atunci cand sunt analizate
individual (Sennett si Sendra, 2020, p. 53).

Niciun oras nu este construit intr-o maniera liniard, ci mai de-
graba forma lui se schimba in functie de fiecare din istoriile
sale. Acesta este motivul pentru care Sennett argumenteaza

the strength of Sennett’s theory lies in arguing that a perme-
able system for urban planning would encourage cultural ex-
changes, not without conflict, but despite it, leaving room for
non-linear and open narratives for all those involved in these
exchanges.

One of the characteristics of open systems is that they are in
a constant state of disturbance (Mulder, 2006, p. 129), that is
to say, they are not coherent. For Sennett, a certain degree of
inconsistency is needed to create an open system (Sennett
and Sendra, 2020). For Jane Jacobs, Sennett’s inspiration,
an open city happens in time; it develops slowly, not because
interactions are scarce, but because open cities exist only
as a subject of care and nurture, and attachment takes time
(Jacobs, 1961). This is one of the features of the open city:
it is both a spatial concept — it exists in a certain space, and
a temporal one - it exists in time (it has a history, it has a
future), with all the changes that these dimensions imply.
However, since cities are primarily spatial objects, Sennett
wonders what are the spatial forms that would open up the
city? He identifies the following three:

_passage territories;
_incomplete objects;
_non-linear narratives.

How does he define these forms? For passage territories,
Sennett gives the unlikely example of the wall, arguing that
it must remain porous and allow life to flow through it, re-
sembling the membrane of a cell, which lets in what is useful
for its development and fights against what is dangerous.
However, for the border to function in terms of the open city,
the distinction between inside and outside should remain
ambiguous. Incomplete objects or shapes are those that en-
courage the creation of meaning around them or, in terms
of the built environment, those buildings that create a desire
and stimulate the creation of other buildings around them.
Incomplete form is not an aesthetic dimension, but an on-
tological one: as buildings become more valuable by being
around each other (like people), they are incomplete only
when they are analysed alone (Sennett and Sendra, 2020, p.
53).

No city is built in a linear manner, but rather its shape chang-
es according to each of its histories. This is why Sennett ar-
gues against over-determination of function, which leaves
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impotriva supra-determinarii functiunii — nu lasa loc pentru
naratiuni viitoare (el da exemplul dificultatii transformarii blo-
curilor de birouri in locuinte). Naratiunea unui oras ar trebui
sd urmeze ceea ce el numeste cité (adicd viata sa sociald),
si nu cea a ville-ului (forma sa fizicd) (Sennett, 2018). Desi
recunoaste ca reorganizarea spatiului este mai facila la sca-
rd mica (scoli, locuinte), planificatorii urbani si arhitectii ar
trebui s& proiecteze (si) pentru naratiuni (incd) nerezolvate
(Sennett si Sendra, 2020, p. 55).

Exemplele de instante in care un oras functioneaza ca sistem
deschise pe care le expune Sennett sunt o colectie destul de
atent curatoriata de actiuni intreprinse atat de profesionisti,
arhitecti, cat si de oameni obisnuiti (Sennett, 2018; Sennett si
Sendra, 2020). Ipoteza prezentei lucrdri este aceea ca obiec-
tivul orasului ca sistem deschis poate fi si mai usor de atins
dacd ar include in devenirea sa cunostinte vernaculare, care,
prin definitie, sunt nespecializate si destul de neregulate,
existand la scara largd ca o suma de actiuni individuale in-
formate de o cunoastere comunitara (desi oarecum tacita),
dar dificil de pus in practica ca actiune coerentd, colectiva.
Mai mult, am putea chiar considera arhitectura vernaculara
un sistem deschis in sine, similar cu software-ul open-sour-
ce: rafinat in timp intr-o manierd colaborativa si suficient de
adaptabil pentru a se potrivi unor contexte particulare.

Pe scurt, orasul deschis este un spatiu democratic, ceea ce
inseamna ca formeaza un loc de intalnire in care oamenii pot
interactiona ca straini si pot gasi solutii constructive pentru
viitor. Sennett identificd mai ales exemple anecdotice si spo-
radice pentru cele trei forme care deschid orasul — prezenta
lucrare prezintd cum toate cele trei pot fi aplicate impreuna
in acelasi oras, prin deschiderea arhitectilor catre realitatile,
obiceiurile si cunostintele locale.

Constitucion, oras deschis?

Situat in centrul Chile, pe malul Oceanului Pacific, orasul
Constitucion gazduieste aproximativ 45.000 de locuitori.
De-a lungul istoriei sale, a fost casa sezonierd a pescarilor
din tribul Mapuche si al poporului Changa — ambele populatii
indigene. La sfarsitul secolului al XVIlI-lea, zona a fost colo-
nizata de spanioli, iar in 1794 a fost infiintat orasul Nueva
Bilbao. In 1828, orasul si-a schimbat numele in Constitucion.
Desi a fost un port chilian important la Pacific in secolul al
XIX-lea si gazda unei importante fabrici de prelucrare a ce-

no room for future narratives (he gives the example of the
difficulty of transforming office buildings into housing). The
narrative of a city should follow what he calls the cité (i.e.
its social life), and not the ville (its physical form) (Sennett,
2018). Although he acknowledges that reorganising space is
easier on a smaller scale (schools, housing), urban planners
and architects should (also) design for (yet) unresolved nar-
ratives (Sennett and Sendra, 2020, p. 55).

The examples of instances in which a city functions as an
open system that Sennett presents are a fairly carefully
curated collection of actions undertaken by architects and
other professionals and by ordinary people (Sennett, 2018;
Sennett and Sendra, 2020). The hypothesis of this paper is
that the objective of the city as an open system can be eas-
ily achieved if it includes vernacular knowledge in its develop-
ment, which, by definition, is unspecialised and quite irregu-
lar, existing on a large scale as a sum of individual actions
informed by community knowledge (although somewhat
tacit), but difficult to put into practice as a coherent, collec-
tive action. Moreover, we could even consider vernacular ar-
chitecture an open system in itself, similar to open-source
software: refined over time in a collaborative manner and
adaptable enough to suit particular contexts.

In short, the open city is a democratic space, which means
that it creates a meeting place where people can interact
as strangers and find constructive solutions for the future.
Sennett identifles mostly anecdotal and sporadic examples
of the three forms that open the city; this paper shows how
all three can be applied together in the same city, if the ar-
chitects are open to local realities, customs and knowledge.

Constitucion, an open city?

Located in central Chile, on the shores of the Pacific Ocean,
the city of Constitucion has about 45,000 inhabitants.
Throughout its history, it has been the seasonal home of
Mapuche fishermen and of the Changa people — both in-
digenous groups. At the end of the 18th century, the area
was colonised by the Spanish, and in 1794 the city of Nueva
Bilbao was founded. In 1828, the city changed its name to
Constitucion. Although it was a major Chilean port in the
Pacific in the 19th century and the home of an important
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lulozei, astdzi a rdmas un oras neremarcabil. Pana in 27 fe-
bruarie 2010, cand unul dintre cele mai puternice cutremure
inregistrate vreodata a lovit Chile. Constitucion a fost unul
dintre cele mai afectate orase, in special din cauza unui tsu-
nami care a lovit la scurt timp dupa cutremur.

Contingenta prin participare. Noul masterplan
pentru Constitucion — o naratiune non-lineara

Majoritatea oraselor din America Lating (cu exceptia notabi-
I& a celor din Brazilia) nu au beneficiat de programe de plani-
ficare urband la scard larga — inclusiv Chile si, in consecinta,
cea mai mare parte a tesutului lor urban este informal
(Roberts si Wilson, 2009, p. 5). Existenta unor astfel de cladiri
in Constitucion poate explica amploarea daunelor materiale
dupa evenimentele din 2010. In ciuda activitatii ONG-urilor
precum Un Techo para Chile (UTpCH), al carui obiectiv a fost
eradicarea tuturor asezarilor informale din Chile pana in anul
2010, astfel de initiative si moduri de actiune din trecut par
sd nu fi reusit pe termen lung sau nu se pot angaja pe deplin
in indeplinirea obiectivelor lor, intrucat amploarea distrugerii
arata ca astfel de initiative nu sunt usor de dus la capat fara
ajutorul si implicarea autoritatilor centrale si fara probleme
foarte presante care sa grabeasca punerea lor in aplicare.

Municipalitatile pot avea un rol activ in luarea deciziilor si
pot fi imputernicite fara a avea neapdrat autoritate suverana
(Bickford, 2000, pp.368-70). Acest lucru a fost deosebit de re-
levant in conceperea noului plan general pentru Constitucion
(cunoscut sub numele de Plén de Reconstrucion Sustentable
sau PRES, pe scurt), deoarece rolul sdu nu a fost doar de a
repara daunele create de dezastrele naturale din 2010, ci si
de a preveni daune de 0 asemenea amploare pe viitor, mai
ales avand in vedere activitatea seismica intensa din Chile.
Echipa care s-a reunit pentru a lucra la reconstructie si la
PRES a inclus reprezentanti ai ministerului de resort (guver-
nul din Chile are un minister dedicat problemelor locative),
echipa de arhitecti si urbanisti de la Elemental (care avea deja
parteneriate cu Universitatea Catolica din Chile si compania
petrolierd chiliana, COPEC), cérora li s-a addugat compania
de inginerie Arup. Oficialii chilieni au realizat, de asemenea,
ca o operatiune de o asemenea amploare nu ar putea fi su-
portata financiar doar de stat, astfel incat au contactat si
reprezentanti ai Arauco, fabrica de celuloza, care angajeaza

pulp mill, today it is an unremarkable city. Or was until until
February 27, 2010, when one of the strongest earthquakes
ever recorded hit Chile. Constitucion was one of the most af-
fected cities, especially due to a tsunami that struck shortly
after the earthquake.

Contingency by participation. The new
masterplan for Constitucion — a non-linear
narrative

Most Latin American cities (with the notable exception of
those in Brazil) have not benefited from large-scale urban
planning programs, and as a result, most of their urban fab-
ricis informal (Roberts and Wilson, 2009, p. 5). The existence
of such buildings in Constitucién may explain the extent of
material damage after the events of 2010. Despite the work
of NGOs such as Un Techo para Chile (UTpCH), whose goal
was to eradicate all informal settlements in Chile by 2010,
such old-fashioned initiatives and modes of action do not
seem to have succeeded in the long term, or cannot be fully
committed to achieving their objectives, as the scale of the
destruction shows that such initiatives are not easy to carry
out without the help and involvement of central authorities
and in the absence of pressing problems that speed up their
implementation.

Municipalities can play an active role in decision-making and
can be empowered without necessarily having sovereign
authority (Bickford, 2000, pp. 368-70). This was particularly
relevant in the design of the new masterplan for Constitucion
(known as the Plan de Reconstrucion Sustentable or PRES,
in short), as its role was not only to repair the damage caused
by the natural disasters of 2010, but also to prevent damage
of such magnitude from happening in the future, especially
considering the intense seismic activity in Chile. The team
that came together to work on reconstruction and the PRES
included representatives of the relevant ministry (the Chilean
government has a ministry dedicated to housing), the team
of architects and urban planners from Elemental, which al-
ready had partnerships with the Catholic University of Chile,
and the Chilean oil company, COPEC, to which was added
the engineering company Arup. Chilean officials also realised
that such a large-scale operation could not be financially sup-
ported by the state alone, so they also contacted representa-
tives of Arauco, the pulp mill which directly employs about
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in mod direct aproximativ 3.000 de locuitori ai Constitucion
si aproximativ 10.000 in mod indirect; Arauco a fost de acord
sd finanteze cercetarea si dezvoltarea PRES (Long, 2015).

Deoarece orasul a fost distrus intr-o proportie atat de mare,
aproape totul, de la locuinte la spatii comerciale si publice,
a trebuit sa fie reconstruit. Scopul PRES a devenit nu numai
unul de atenuare a efectelor fenomenelor naturale viitoa-
re, Ci si recrearea orasului in ansamblu si redarea acestuia
cetatenilor sdi. Proiectantii aveau nevoie sa stie exact care
erau prioritdtile locuitorilor orasului. Prioritatile trebuiau iden-
tificate si, ca atare, o ,casa deschisd” a devenit cel mai im-
portant spatiu pentru dezvoltarea PRES. Tn cele 90 de zile pe
care le-au avut la dispozitie pentru a elabora PRES in acest
mod participativ, peste 6.000 de persoane au vizitat centrul,
in timp ce alti 10.000 au vizitat site-ul dedicat si peste 1.200
de idei au fost depuse in cutia postald; Elemental a organi-
zat in jur de 10 ateliere pe s&ptdmand, 9 ,forumuri hibride”
si 45 de forumuri specifice, precum si 50 de intélniri la ce-
rere (solicitate de locuitori) si mai multe intalniri de ,casd”.
Céand a sosit momentul ca PRES s fie votat, s-au prezentat
la vot peste 4.200 de locuitori (Elemental, 2011). In timp ce
cea mai mare parte a activitatii la casa deschiséa a fost de a
identifica nevoile populatiei orasului la un nivel mai general,
alte activitati, cum ar fi forumurile saptdamanale ,hibride”, au
fost specializate: Aravena oferd exemple de discutii despre
solutii pentru malurile raului Maule, profund afectat de tsu-
nami si, de asemenea, un loc de importantd pentru securi-
tatea nationald, ce a necesitat consultarea armatei, precum
si sugestiile pescarilor care obisnuiau sa lucreze in oras, si
a proprietarilor de case sau spatii comerciale care au fost
distruse (Kolson Hurley, 2019). Reactia si sprijinul publicu-
lui au fost indispensabile in identificarea prioritatilor pentru
PRES. Li s-a cerut sa voteze pe probleme de urgenta si, la
fel ca in toate procesele participative, opiniile au fost diferi-
te, dar abordarea sintetica care a incurajat discutiile a fost
primordiala.

Cetatenii s-au bucurat sa participe la eforturile de
reconstructie ale propriului oras. Un cetdtean in varsta,
Dolores Chamorro, a fost foarte incantat sa vada ,toti acesti
tineri arhitecti” intreband despre ce fel de oras isi doresc lo-
cuitorii (Long, 2015). Cu toate acestea, nu toata lumea din
oras a fost multumita, iar problemele sociale si politice au
aparutin timpul discutiilor, deoarece cetatenii erau suspiciosi
unul fata de celdlalt, fata de politicieni sau de reprezentantii

3,000 residents of Constitucion and about 10,000 indirectly;
Arauco agreed to fund research for and development of the
PRES (Long, 2015).

Because the city was destroyed to such a large extent, al-
most everything from homes to commercial and public
spaces had to be rebuilt. The purpose of the PRES had be-
come not only to mitigate the effects of future natural phe-
nomena, but also to recreate the city as a whole and to return
it to its citizens. The designers needed to know exactly what
the priorities of the city’s inhabitants were. Priorities had to
be identified and, as such, an “open house” became the most
important space for the development of the PRES. In the 90
days they had to prepare the PRES in this participatory way,
over 6,000 people visited the centre, while another 10,000
visited the dedicated website and over 1,200 ideas were sub-
mitted to the mailbox; Elemental organised around 10 work-
shops per week, 9 “hybrid forums” and 45 specific forums,
as well as 50 on-demand meetings (requested by residents)
and several "home” meetings. When the time came for the
PRES to be voted on, more than 4,200 people turned out to
vote (Elemental, 2011). While most of the open house activi-
ty was to identify the needs of the city’s population on a more
general level, other activities, such as the “hybrid” weekly fo-
rums, were more specialised: Aravena provides examples of
discussions about solutions for the banks of the Maule River,
deeply affected by the tsunami and also a site of national
security, which required consultations with the army, as well
as suggestions from fishermen who used to work in the
city, and homeowners or owners of commercial spaces that
were destroyed (Kolson Hurley, 2019). Public feedback and
support were essential in identifying priorities for the PRES.
They were asked to vote on urgent issues and, as in all partic-
ipatory processes, opinions were different, but the synthetic
approach that encouraged the discussions was paramount.

Citizens were happy to participate in the reconstruction ef-
forts of their own city. A senior citizen, Dolores Chamorro,
was very pleased to see “all these young architects” asking
about what kind of city the inhabitants wanted (Long, 2015).
However, not everyone in the city was pleased, and social
and political issues arose during the talks, as citizens were
suspicious of each other, of politicians or of the representa-
tives of Arauco, prompting the architects at Elemental to also
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Arauco, determinandu-i pe arhitectii de la Elemental sa isi
asume si roluri de mediatori, intrucat discutiile puteau deveni
aprinse. Cu toate acestea, astfel de disensiuni au insemnat
ca locuitorii din Constitucion au actionat politic imaginandu-
si si exprimand tipul de oras pe care si-l doresc. Acesta este
tocmai genul de conflict care Sennett (2018, passim) sustine
ca se afld la baza credrii unui oras deschis. Prin utilizarea
unei abordari participative a proiectarii ,noului” Constitucion,
nu ar mai putea exista o supra-determinare a functiunii sau
impunerea viziunii arhitectilor sau a urbanistilor ca o solutie
definitivd pentru oras. Consultarile pentru si implementarea
PRES in anii urmatori au creat o naratiune non-lineara a me-
diului construit, la care locuitorii orasului au fost incurajati sa
contribuie.

Consultarile publice si decizia de a da cetatenilor un cuvant
de spus in proiectarea PRES au dus, de asemenea, la identi-
ficarea nevoilor si problemelor care altfel ar fi fost trecute cu
vederea intr-o abordare de sus in jos. Una dintre cele mai pre-
sante probleme identificate a fost calitatea spatiului public.

Spatii si cladiri publice — teritorii de trecere

Problema calitatii slabe a spatiilor publice a aparut frecvent
in discutiile referitoare la PRES, dupa cum rezuma Aravena,
amintindu-si reactiile locuitorilor: ,Orasul a crescut, dar
spatiul public e nasol” (Aravena, 2014). Echipa si-a propus
sa masoare spatiul public disponibil - in timp ce standar-
dele internationale recomanda aproximativ 9 metri patrati
de spatiu public per locuitor, in faza de dezvoltare a PRES,
Constitucion avea doar 2,2 (Elemental, 2011). Arhitectii au
presupus, de asemenea, ca, in urma distrugerii cladirilor, me-
moria si mostenirea culturala a orasului s-au pierdut, Insa,
cand au intrebat de fapt cetatenii despre aceasta problems,
acesti au spus: ,Stiti ce, pacat ca vechile cladiri au cazut, dar
identitatea noastra este legata de natura, nu de arhitectura.
Identitatea noastra este legaté de rau.” (Kolson Hurley, 2019).

Aproximativ 100 de familii de pescari locuiau in oras, in car-
tierul La Poza, care a fost cel mai grav afectat de tsunami.
Familiile care locuiau acolo au fost relocate in cele din urma,
dar persista problema urgenta a atenudrii efectelor unor po-
sibile viitoare tsunami si inundatii. Elemental le-a oferit lo-
cuitorilor orasului mai multe optiuni: construirea unui zid pe
care valurile sa- loveasca mai intéi, in locul orasului, interzi-

take on the role of mediators since the discussions could be-
come heated. However, such dissensions meant that the in-
habitants of Constitucion were acting politically in imagining
and expressing the type of city they wanted. This is exactly
the kind of conflict that Sennett (2018, passim) claims is the
basis for the creation of an open city. By using a participatory
approach to the design of the “new” Constitucion, there could
no longer be an over-determination of function or the imposi-
tion of the architects’ or urban planners’ vision as a definitive
solution for the city. Consultations for and implementation of
the PRES in the following years created a non-linear narrative
of the built environment, to which the city’s residents were
encouraged to contribute.

Public consultations and the decision to give citizens a say in
the design of the PRES also led to the identification of needs
and issues that would otherwise have been overlooked in a
top-down approach. One of the most pressing issues identi-
fled was that of the quality of public space.

Public spaces and places — passage territories

The issue of the poor quality of public spaces appeared fre-
quently in the discussions regarding the PRES, as Aravena
summed it up, recalling the reactions of the inhabitants: “The
city has grown, but the public space sucks” (Aravena, 2014).
The team went out to measure the available public space —
while international standards recommend approximately 9
square meters of public space per inhabitant, in the develop-
ment phase of PRES, Constitucion had only 2.2 (Elemental,
2011). The architects also assumed that as a result of the
destruction of the buildings, the city's memory and cultural
heritage were lost, but when they actually asked the citizens
about this issue, they said: “You know what, it's a pity that
the old buildings have fallen, but our identity is linked to na-
ture, not architecture. Our identity is tied to the river” (Kolson
Hurley, 2019).

About 100 fishing families lived in the city, in the La Poza
neighbourhood, which was hardest hit by the tsunami.
Families living there were eventually relocated, but the ur-
gent issue of mitigating the effects of future tsunamis and
floods persisted. Elemental offered city dwellers several op-
tions: building a wall that the waves would hit first, instead
of the city, and banning any new construction on the site,
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cerea oricarei constructii noi pe amplasament sau un plan de
disipare a efectelor unui tsunami prin crearea unei paduri ur-
bane/parc, redand o parte din naturd sub forma unui spatiu
public (Elemental, 2011). Argumentul credrii unui spatiu pu-
blic democratic de-a lungul malurilor raului, accesibil tuturor,
a fost ceea ce i-a convins pe locuitorii orasului cu privire la
valoarea sa, iar cand a venit momentul votului asupra solutiei
pentru malul raului, 9 din 10 au votat pentru padurea urbana
(Miranda, 2016). Acum, in loc de 2,2 metri patrati de spatiu
public per locuitor, orasul oferd 6,6 metri patrati.

PRES a inclus si crearea altor spatii publice in afara de par-
cul din La Poza. Planurile pentru oras includeau reabilitarea
Catedralei si a teatrului municipal, precum si planuri pentru
un nou centru cultural si o biblioteca publica.

Bibliotecile publice sunt considerate garantii a doua drep-
turi ale omului in special: dreptul la informatie si dreptul de
a participa la viata culturald, conform IFLA (International
Federation of Library Associations). Ca atare, bibliotecile pot
fi considerate agenti importanti in combaterea inegalitatii,
intelegerea diferentelor si incurajarea exprimarii culturale. In
primul rand, bibliotecile sunt spatii care garanteaza accesul
egal la cunostinte pentru toatd lumea. Accesul la cunostinte
este indispensabil pentru intelegerea si recunoasterea pro-
priilor drepturi si exprimarea lor, precum si acordarea acestor
drepturi si celorlalti. Accesul la o biblioteca publica inseam-
na acces la intelegerea diferentelor si a relativitatii culturale,
inseamna posibilitatea de a intelege atat propria individua-
litate, cat si varietdtile expresiei culturale. Astfel se pune in
discutie o a doua dimensiune: participarea la viata cultura-
Ia. Bibliotecile sunt locuri in care se pot intalni oameni care
gandesc la fel, sunt spatii ce creeaza cooperare si intelegere.
Pot fi locul din care se nasc miscdrile sociale, deoarece
inegalitatile nu sunt adesea evidente pentru ochiul neinvatat.
De asemenea, bibliotecile pot furniza cunostinte cu privire la
subiecte si probleme pe care educatia formala nu le ofera si
permit identificarea opiniilor contradictorii, care la randul lor
contribuie la dezvoltarea gandirii critice. Mai mult decat atat,
acestea sunt locuri speciale de mediere intre straini, deoare-
ce functionalitatea lor creeaza modalitati specifice de comu-
nicare care au la baza schimbul de cunostinte, astfel incat
intalnirile pe care bibliotecile le faciliteaza sunt culturale si
constructive prin propria natura.

PRES a inclus, de asemenea, indicatii cu privire la materia-
lele care ar fi preferabile pentru noile constructii, precum si

or a plan to dispel the effects of a tsunami by creating an
urban forest/park, reclaiming a part of nature in the form of
a public space (Elemental, 2011). The argument for creating
a democratic public space along the river bank, accessible to
all, was what convinced the inhabitants of the city about its
value, and when it came time to vote on the solution for the
river bank, 9 out of 10 voted for the urban forest (Miranda,
2016). Now, instead of 2.2 square meters of public space per
capita, the city offers 6.6.

The PRES also included the creation of other public spaces
besides the park in La Poza. Plans for the city included the
rehabilitation of the Cathedral and the municipal theatre, as
well as plans for a new cultural centre and a public library.

Public libraries are considered guarantors of two human
rights in particular: the right to information and the right to
participate in cultural life, according to IFLA (International
Federation of Library Associations). As such, libraries can
be seen as important agents in combating inequality, un-
derstanding difference and encouraging cultural expression.
First of all, libraries are spaces that guarantee equal access
to knowledge for everyone. Access to knowledge is indispen-
sable for understanding and recognising one's own rights
and expressing them, as well as granting these rights to oth-
ers. Access to a public library means access to an under-
standing of cultural differences and relativity; it means the
possibility to understand both one’'s own individuality and the
varieties of cultural expression. Thus, the second dimension
arises: participation in cultural life. Libraries are places where
like-minded people can meet, they are spaces that foster co-
operation and understanding. They can be the place where
social movements are born because inequalities are often
not obvious to the untrained eye. Libraries can also provide
knowledge on topics and issues that formal education ne-
glects and allow the identification of conflicting opinions,
which in turn contributes to the development of critical think-
ing. Moreover, they are special places of mediation between
foreigners because their functionality creates specific ways
of communication based on the exchange of knowledge, so
that the meetings that libraries facilitate are cultural and con-
structive by their very nature.

The PRES also included guidelines on materials that would
be preferable for new construction, as well as provisions
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prevederi pentru proiecte viitoare. Conform PRES, pentru a
ajuta economia locala sa isi revina dupd impactul evenimen-
telor din 2010, precum si pentru problemele de durabilitate
si pentru a accelera efortul de reconstructie, toate proiectele
incluse in PRES ar trebui sa foloseasca materiale provenite
din surse locale. Noua biblioteca publica, o institutie pe care
orasul nu o avea inainte de cutremur, a fost proiectata de
arhitectul chilian Sebastian Irarrazaval astfel incat sa fie con-
struitd in principal din cherestea de provenienta locala (Fig.
1).In plus, construirea unei biblioteci in oras poate fi conside-
rata un efort de combatere a ratelor de analfabetism, deoa-
rece Maule, regiunea in care se afla Constitucion, reprezinta
peste 12% (aproximativ 60.000 de persoane) din populatia
analfabeta a tarii (Montserrat Soto Simeone, 2017).

In ceea ce priveste arhitectura, cele trei ferestre monumen-
tale corespund celor trei sectiuni ale bibliotecii: carti si zona
de activitate pentru copii, 0 sectiune generald, si una dedi-
cata membrilor seniori ai comunitatii. Pentru a face intregul
spatiu mai accesibil, atat pentru copii, cat si pentru varstnici,
zona centrald a bibliotecii este Inconjuratd de o rampa de
acces. Inaltimea ferestrelor permite lumina naturald pentru
cea mai mare parte a zilei, reducand, de asemenea, costurile
utilizarii luminii artificiale. Lumina naturald este amplificata
prin vopsirea elementelor din lemn de pin intr-o nuanta mai
deschisa decét ar fi avut-o in mod natural, in timp ce navele
reticulate din lemn permit concentrarea luminii in zona de
lectura. Intregul proces de constructie si sarcinile mecanice

for future projects. According to the PRES, to help the local
economy recover from the impact of the events of 2010, as
well as for sustainability concerns and in order to accelerate
the reconstruction effort, all projects included in the PRES
should use locally-sourced materials. The new public library,
an institution that the city did not have before the earthquake,
was designed by Chilean architect Sebastian Irarrazaval so
that it would be constructed mainly from locally sourced tim-
ber (Fig. 1). In addition, building a library in the city can be
considered an effort to combat illiteracy rates, as Maule, the
region where Constitucion is located, represents over 12%
(approximately 60,000 people) of the country’s illiterate pop-
ulation (Montserrat Soto Simeone, 2017).

Fig. 1. Fatada bibliotecii publice din Constitucion, construitd majoritar
din cherestea de origine locala. Cele trei ferestre masive creeaza
impresia de monumentalitate, actionand, in acelasi timp, ca un teriotoriu
de trecerea intre doud spatii publice, unul la interior, celdlalt la exterior./
The facade of the public library in Constitucion, built mostly of locally
sourced timber. The three massive windows create the impression of
monumentality, acting, at the same time, as a passage territory between
two public spaces, one inside, the other outside.

Fotografie/Photograph: © Felipe Diaz Contardo/
aasarchiecure.com. https://aasarchitecture.com/2016/12/
public-library-constitucion-sebastian-irarrazaval.html/
public-library-of-constitucion-by-sebastian-irarrazaval-04/

In terms of architecture, the three monumental windows cor-
respond to the three sections of the library: books and an ac-
tivity area for children, a general section, and one dedicated
to senior members of the community. To make the whole
space more accessible, both for children and older people,
the central area of the library is surrounded by an access
ramp. The height of the windows allows natural light for
most of the day, while also reducing the costs of using artifi-
cial light. Natural light is amplified by painting pine elements
in a lighter shade than they would have naturally had, while
reticulated wooden naves allow light to be concentrated in
the reading area. The entire construction process and me-
chanical loads are visible inside the library, and the wooden
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sunt vizibile in interiorul bibliotecii, deoarece grinzile si stalpii
din lemn, precum si corpurile de iluminat, sunt ldsate sa fie
cat mai vizibile posibil. Cladirea bibliotecii respecta cadrul
natural al orasului, precum si ,mostenirea sa industriald”.
Timp de 50 de ani inainte de cutremurul din 2010, principala
activitate economica a orasului a fost ingineria lemnului de
provenienta locald si extractia celulozei din pasta de lemn,
iar fabrica Arauco din oras este in continuare cel mai mare
angajator din zona. Potrivit proiectului, constructia bibliotecii
s-a realizat cu ajutorul tamplarilor locali, ,extrem de talentati”
(Mombiela, 2019). Singurele parti ale clddirii care nu au fost
construite din lemn au fost paravanele de protectie, din be-
ton turnat, care au fost ldsate la vedere, si cele trei ferestre
monumentale care se deschid spre piata publica de peste
drum. Tn timp ce aceste artificii estetice pot fi solutii pentru
o serie de lucruri, de la moda la disponibilitatea resurselor,
ele sunt, de asemenea, urme ale locuirii specifice arhitecturii
vernaculare, despre care vorbea Heidegger in A construi A
locui A gandi.

Pentru a incuraja interactiunile din orase, urbanistii si
arhitectii ar trebui sa renunte la notiunile preconcepute ale
utilizarilor ,adecvate” ale spatiului public (Iveson si Fincher,
2011, p. 413). Locuitorilor din orase trebuie sa li se permita
interventii prin care sd foloseasca spatiul public in functie de
nevoile lor specifice. Aceasta inseamna sa actioneze in mo-
duri care nu pot parea ,adecvate” profesionistilor, precum si
comportamente care nu ar putea fi prezise si incorporate in
modele care sunt facute sa functioneze la scara larga - in-
trucat nevoile si comportamentele particulare sunt la fel de
diverse ca indivizii, spatiile publice trebuie sa ramana des-
chise posibilitdtilor care pot apdrea pe loc, intr-o maniera
neregulata. Cu toate acestea, un design care este ,deschis
posibilitdtilor” nu este neaparat unul care ramane nedefinit,
ci mai degraba unul versatil. De fapt, obsesia supra-determi-
ndrii formei si functiunii face adesea ca unele spatii publice
sa fie proiectate ca ,neprimitoare”, facandu-le imposibil de
utilizat in alte scopuri decét cele prevazute in designul lor ori-
ginal, pentru a evita utilizarea lor de catre categorii nedorite
- cel mai adesea persoanele fara addpost (Bickford, 2000).

Relatia dintre biblioteca si mediul inconjurator a fost, de ase-
menea, inclusa in proiectarea ei. in interior, podeaua a fost
ridicata pentru a oferi o vedere a parcului de peste drum.
Mobilierul din lemn si alegerile cromatice sunt, de aseme-
nea, inspirate din parc. Cu toate acestea, cel mai interesant

beams and pillars, as well as the lighting fixtures, are left to
be as visible as possible. The library building respects the
natural environment of the city, as well as its “industrial her-
itage”. For 50 years before the 2010 earthquake, the city’s
main economic activity was engineering locally sourced
wood and pulp extraction from wood, and the city’s Arauco
plant is still the largest employer in the area. According to
the project description, the construction of the library was
done with the help of “extremely gifted” local carpenters,
(Mombiela, 2019). The only parts of the building that were
not built of wood were the firewalls, made of cast concrete,
that were left exposed, and the three monumental windows
that open to the public square across the street. While these
aesthetic artifices can be solutions to a number of things,
from following fashion to resource availability, they are also
traces of habitation specific to vernacular architecture, which
Heidegger spoke of in Building Dwelling Thinking.

In order to encourage interactions in cities, urban planners
and architects should abandon preconceived notions of “ap-
propriate” uses of public space (lveson and Fincher, 2011,
p. 413). Residents of cities must be allowed agency to use
public space according to their specific needs. This means
acting in ways that may not seem “appropriate” to profes-
sionals, as well as behaviours that cannot be predicted and
incorporated into models that are made to function on a
large scale; since particular needs and behaviours are as di-
verse as individuals, public spaces must remain open to the
possibilities that may arise on the spot, in an irregular man-
ner. However, a design that is “open to possibilities” is not
necessarily one that remains undefined, but rather a versatile
one. In fact, the obsession with over-determining form and
function often causes some public spaces to be designed
as “unwelcoming’, making them impossible to use for pur-
poses other than those provided in their original design, or
discouraging their use by unwanted categories—most often
homeless people (Bickford, 2000).

The relationship between the library and the environ-
ment was also included in its design. Inside, the floor has
been raised to provide a view of the park across the street.
Wooden furniture and colour choices are also inspired by the
park. However, the most interesting aspect of the library’s de-
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aspect al designului bibliotecii este alegerea arhitectului de
a-i face si exteriorul functional. Bazele celor trei ferestre mo-
numentale sunt folosite pentru a afisa noi aparitii in interior,
in timp ce, in exterior, cate o banca a fost adaugata in fata lor;
astfel biblioteca a devenit, de asemenea, un spatiu de odihna
pentru trecatori, iar boltile i protejeaza de caldurd sau ploaie.

Locul ales pentru amplasarea unei biblioteci intr-un oras
are un mare efect atat asupra impactului acesteia asupra
comunitatii pe care o deserveste, cat si asupra utilizarii sale
(Iveson si Fincher, 2011). Noua biblioteca din Constitucion
a fost construitd la doar cativa metri distanta de Catedrala
Catolica a orasului. Fatada catedralei a fost distrusa in tim-
pul cutremurului si a fost una dintre primele cladiri din oras
care au fost reconstruite. In timp ce formal ilustreaza rein-
terpretarea specific latino-americand a bisericilor baroce
europene, miezul construit dezvaluie o abordare vernaculara
— este construitd pe o structura din lemn, cu pereti din chir-
pici. Biblioteca poate pdrea sd aibad o fatadd monumentals,
dar pusa in context, nu concureaza vizual cu lacasul de cult
(Fig. 2).

sign is the architect’s choice to make its exterior functional
as well. The bases of the three monumental windows are
used to display new book entries inside, while, outside, a
bench has been added in front of them; thus the library has
also become a resting place for passers-by whom the vaults
protect from heat or rain.

The place chosen for the location of a library in a city has a
great effect both on its impact on the community it serves
and on its use (lveson and Fincher, 2011). The new library
in Constitucion was built just a few meters away from the
city’s Catholic Cathedral. The facade of the cathedral was
destroyed during the earthquake and was one of the first
buildings in the city to be rebuilt. While formally illustrating
the specifically Latin American reinterpretation of European
Baroque churches, the built core reveals a vernacular ap-
proach - it is built on a wooden structure with adobe walls.
The library may seem to have a monumental facade, but in
context, it does not compete visually with the place of wor-
ship (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Vedere din zbor de pasare asupra bibliotecii publice din Constitucion si a Catedralei Catolice. Privitd ca obiect singular, designul bibliotecii o
face séa para de dimensiuni monumentale, insa in context, alaturi de Catedrald, se releva o proportie mai apropiata de adevar. Oricat de noud si de
necesara ar fi biblioteca, este doar o micd parte din identitatea orasului, in comparatie cu istoria sa indelungata./Bird's eye view of the public library
of Constitucion and the Catholic Cathedral. Seen as a singular object, the design of the library makes it seem of monumental dimensions, but in the
context, next to the Cathedral, a proportion closer to the truth is revealed. As new and necessary as the library is, it is only a small part of the city's

identity, compared to its long history.

Fotografie/Photograph: © Felipe Diaz Contardo/ aasarchiecure.com. https://aasarchitecture.com/2016/12/public-library-constitucion-sebastian-
irarrazaval.html/public-library-of-constitucion-by-sebastian-irarrazaval-02/
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Biblioteca, impreuna cu Catedrala, creeaza o istorie vizuala a
patrimoniului cultural al orasului, atat material, cat si imate-
rial. In timp ce forma Catedralei este un simbol al trecutului
colonial al tarii, precum si al spiritualitatii locuitorilor orasului,
materialitatea sa incorporeaza cunostinte si interpretari lo-
cale, in timp ce biblioteca este martorul istoriei foarte recen-
te a orasului. Atat biblioteca, cat si Catedrala sunt simboluri
ale influentei reciproce dintre mediul inconjurator si locuitori,
la diferite momente in timp. In timp ce una este indreptata
spre trecut, cealalta este pregatitd sa infrunte si sd modeleze
viitorul, la fel ca Angelus Novus al lui Paul Klee. intr-un fel, in
Constitucion, ingerul istoriei imaginat de Walter Benjamin isi
implineste speranta de a construi pe ruinele ce i se prezinta
la picioare.

Discutiile cu locuitorii orasului au relevat nevoia presanta
a unor spatii publice de calitate care sad readucd in prezent
relatia indelungatd a orasenilor cu natura ce-i inconjoara.
Crearea unei biblioteci publice accentueaza nevoia de a
asigura un viitor mai bun pentru locuitori. Noua bibliotecd,
pusd in dialog cu vechea Catedrald, creeaza o istorie cu final
deschis a orasului. Arhitectura bibliotecii o deschide catre
strada, devenind parte din ea. Noile spatii si cladiri publice
ale orasului devin, astfel, teritorii de trecere intre trecutul si
viitorul sdu.

Spatii private — obiecte incomplete

Spatiul privat al locuintei este adesea vazut ca o retragere
linistitoare din viata publica si din dezordinea politicii care
exista in spatiul public (Sennett, 1976). Cu toate acestea,
locuinta este o problema la fel de politica ca oricare alta,
mai ales in ceea ce priveste disponibilitatea acesteia pentru
grupurile marginalizate, cum ar fi persoanele fara adapost,
cel mai recent vizibila in discutiile despre posibilitatea aces-
tor grupuri de a pastra ,distantarea sociald” si ,autoizolarea”
in pandemia actuald. In urma cutremurului si tsunami-ului
din 2010, o proportie considerabila a locuitorilor orasului
Constitucién a ramas fara adapost.

Unitatile locative de urgenta proiectate de Elemental ca prim
raspuns dupa tsunami au oferit addpost temporar doar ce-
lor stramutati. O mare parte din PRES trebuia sa gaseasca
solutii pentru problema locuintelor si, intrucat studioul avea
doar 90 de zile pentru a finaliza elaborarea planului, au eco-
nomisit timp folosind o solutie care si-a dovedit avantajele si

The library, together with the Cathedral, creates a visual his-
tory of the city’s cultural heritage, both material and imma-
terial. The shape of the Cathedral is a symbol of the coun-
try’s colonial past as well as of the spirituality of the city's
inhabitants and its materiality incorporates local knowledge
and interpretations whereas the library bears witness to the
city's very recent history. Both the library and the Cathedral
are symbols of the mutual influence between the environ-
ment and the inhabitants, at different moments in time.
While one is focused on the past, the other is ready to face
and shape the future, just like Paul Klee's Angelus Novus. In a
way, in Constitucion, the angel of history imagined by Walter
Benjamin fulfils its hope of building on the ruins presented
at its feet.

Discussions with the city’s residents revealed the pressing
need for high-quality public spaces that would bring back the
long-term relationship of the citizens with the nature around
them. The creation of a public library emphasises the need to
ensure a better future for the inhabitants. The new library, in
dialogue with the old Cathedral, creates an open-ended his-
tory of the city. The architecture of the library opens it to the
street, becoming part of it. The new public spaces and build-
ings of the city thus become passage territories between its
past and its future.

Private spaces - incomplete objects

The private space of the home is often seen as a reassuring
withdrawal from public life and from the political disorder that
exists in the public space (Sennett, 1976). However, housing
is as much a political issue as any other, especially in terms
of its availability to marginalised groups, such as homeless
people, most recently seen in discussions about the possibil-
ity of these groups to keep their “distance” and “self-isolate”
in the current pandemic. Following the 2010 earthquake and
tsunami, a considerable proportion of Constitucion’s inhabit-
ants were rendered homeless.

The emergency housing units designed by Elemental as a
first response after the tsunami provided temporary shelter
only to the displaced. Much of the PRES had to find solu-
tions to the housing problem, and since the studio had only
90 days to complete the plan, they saved time by using a
solution that proved its worth on other occasions: they de-
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cu alte ocazii: au decis sa construiasca ,0 jumatate de casa
bung” (Fig. 3). In prima faza a dezvoltarii PRES, Elemental a
prezentat mai multe variante ale casei lor pe jumatate con-
struite cetdtenilor din Constitucion si au adaptat optiunile la
nevoile lor. Cele mai scumpe si ,fundamentale” elemente ale
casei ar trebui sa fie construite de acestia, lasand locuitorii
sd adauge elementele mai ieftine (pereti, mobilier, decor).
In conformitate cu cerintele pe care le-au redactat in PRES,
structura caselor a fost realizata din lemn.

In proiectarea locuintelor incrementale, Aravena s-a bazat pe
o trasatura culturald: in toata America Latind exista un tipar
de auto-constructie a locuintelor informale (Aravena, 2010b;
Espino 2015), o solutie vernacularé la lipsa fondului locativ
accesibil. Chiar si atunci cand a descris rationamentul din
spatele propunerii unei paduri urbane ca solutie pentru car-
tierul La Poza din Constitucion, el a argumentat Impotriva
Linterzicerii instalarii in zona zero’, spunand cé o astfel de
solutie ar fi functionat cu o populatie mai disciplinata, dar
in Chile acea intindere de teren ar fi fost ocupata ilegal si ar
fi fost umpluta cu constructii informale in cateva saptamani
(Aravena, 2014). Intr-un efort de a respecta costurile limitate,
solutia s-a dovedit viabild; totusi, avand in vedere activitatea
seismica intensd din Chile, insertiile trebuiau facute intr-un
mod care sa nu pund in pericol constructia sau pe cei din jur.
Elemental a dezvoltat, o serie de ateliere si instruiri pentru vi-

cided to build "half a good house” (Fig. 3). In the first phase
of developing the PRES, Elemental presented several vari-
ants of their half-built house to the citizens of Constitucion
and adapted the options to their needs. The most expensive
and “fundamental” elements of the house should be built by
them, leaving the inhabitants to add the cheapest elements
(walls, furniture, decor). In accordance with the requirements
they drafted in the PRES, the structure of the houses was to
be made of wood.

Fig. 3. Cateva din ,jumatatile de case” din Constitucion. Locuinta din
dreapta este la stadiul original al designului (cel la care toti locuitorii
si-au primit locuintele). Casa din stanga este un exemplu de locuinta
care a fost completata si adaptata nevoilor locuitorilor sdi./Some

of the “half-houses” in Constitucion. The house on the right is at the
original design stage (the one at which all the residents received their
homes). The house on the left is an example of a house that has
been completed and adapted to the needs of its inhabitants.

Fotografie/Photograph: © C-Monster.net/ flickr.com. https:/www.
flickr.com/photos/arte/353201086071/in/photostream/

In the design of the incremental housing units, Aravena was
inspired by a cultural specificity: throughout Latin America
there is a pattern of DYI construction of informal housing
(Aravena, 2010b; Espino 2015), a vernacular solution to the
lack of accessible housing. Even when he described the rea-
soning behind the proposal for an urban forest as a solution
for the La Poza neighbourhood in Constitucion, he argued
against “banning installation on ground zero’, stating that
such a solution would work with a more disciplined people,
but in Chile that stretch of land would have been illegally
occupied and filled with informal constructions in a matter
of weeks (Aravena, 2014). In an effort to keep to a limited
budget, the solution proved viable; however, given the in-
tense seismic activity in Chile, the insertions had to be made
in a way that did not endanger the building or those around
it. Elemental had to develop a series of workshops and train-
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itorii locuitori ai proiectelor lor, astfel incat acestia sa aiba nu
numai optiunea si posibilitatea de a adapta structurile, ci si
cunostintele adecvate pentru a face acest lucru in siguranta.

Aceasta abordare holistica si participativd a analizat ne-
voile locuitorilor inainte de a proiecta solutii si a anticipat
constructia spontana (care s-ar fi intdmplat oricum) prin cre-
area unui cadru in care acestea puteau fi realizate in conditii
de siguranta. S-a oferit o solutie rapida la o nevoie urgenta,
fara a sacrifica calitatea designului sau optiunile pe care lo-
cuitorii le-au avut odata ce se stabilisera acolo. Desi ,produ-
sele” care au fost livrate beneficiarilor au fost omogene in
structura, porozitatea lor a lasat loc pentru interventii care
au evidentiat diferentele de gust, sensibilitati, nevoi ale celor
care le locuiesc, in timp ce cadrul omogen a addugat indi-
vidualitate fiecdrei locuinte prin contrast (Aravena, 2010a).

Acest tip de sistem permite reglementare interna: locuintele
individuale devin un instrument social care reuneste oa-
menii dintr-o comunitate. In cazul jumat&tilor de case din
Constitucion, acest lucru s-ar putea traduce printr-un schimb
de resurse: daca un membru al comunitatii are mai multe
unelte, le poate impartasi cu altii. Vopseaua ramasa de la o
casa ar putea fi folosita pentru peretii alteia si asa mai depar-
te. Impdrt&sind planurile si resursele, comunitatea ajunge in
cele din urma la reguli comune. Nu numai ca mediul constru-
it le permite acest lucru si posibilitatea de a interveni direct
asupra sa, cat influenteaza si relatiile constructive care se
pot lega intre indivizi prin aceste actiuni.

Solidaritatea si simpatia nu trebuie sa fie distincte, asa cum
propune Arendt (apud Bickford, 2000, p. 371), ci ar trebui sa
lucreze impreuna in a analiza modul in care mediul construit
poate schimba perspective in cunoasterea strainilor, creand
posibilitatea unei politici cu adevarat democratice. In cazul
caselor construite pe jumatate, fiecare dintre ele incorporea-
za utilizari si semnificatii relevante pentru locuitorii lor si, in
ansamblu, cartierul incorporeaza semnificatiile comune ale
comunitatii. Mediul construit a modelat modul in care oame-
nii ar putea actiona si, la randul sau, actiunile oamenilor au
modelat mediul pentru a raspunde cel mai bine nevoilor si
valorilor lor. Nu mai sunt o solutie rapida la o criza umanitara,
ci un simbol al cooperarii dintre colegi care obisnuiau sa fie
straini. Un obiect incomplet a creat o comunitate.

ing sessions for the future inhabitants of their projects, so
that they would not only have the option and the possibility
to adapt the structures, but also the appropriate knowledge
to do so safely.

This holistic and participatory approach analysed the needs
of the inhabitants before designing solutions and it anticipat-
ed spontaneous construction (which would have happened
anyway) by creating a framework in which it could be carried
out safely. A quick solution to an urgent need was offered,
without sacrificing the quality of the design or the options
that the residents had once they settled there. Although the
“products” that were delivered to the beneficiaries were ho-
mogeneous in structure, their porosity left room for interven-
tions that highlighted the differences in taste, sensibilities
and needs of those who lived in them, while the homogene-
ous framework added individuality to each home by contrast
(Aravena, 2010a).

This type of system allows for internal regulation: individual
housing becomes a social tool that brings people together in
a community. In the case of the half-houses in Constitucion,
this could translate into an exchange of resources: if a mem-
ber of the community has more tools, they can share them
with others. The paint left from one house can be used for
the walls of another and so on. By sharing plans and resourc-
es, the community finally establishes common rules. Not
only does the built environment allow this and the possibility
to intervene directly on it, but it also influences the construc-
tive relationships that can be created between individuals
through these actions.

Solidarity and sympathy need not be distinct, as Arendt pro-
poses (according to Bickford, 2000, p. 371), but should work
together in analysing how the built environment can change
perspectives in getting to know strangers, creating the pos-
sibility of a truly democratic policy. In the case of half-built
houses, each of them incorporates uses and meanings rel-
evant to their inhabitants and, as a whole, the neighbourhood
incorporates the common meanings of the community. The
built environment has shaped how people might act, and in
turn, people’'s actions have shaped the environment to best
meet their needs and values. They are no longer a quick solu-
tion to a humanitarian crisis, but a symbol of cooperation be-
tween colleagues who used to be strangers. An incomplete
object has created a community.
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Desi Sennett are dreptate cand afirma succesul sociologic al
caselor incomplete, greseste in a evalua rezultatul acestora
drept un ,dezastru arhitectural” (Sennett, 2018). Aravena a
fost inspirat, partial, de eseul lui John Turner — ,Housing as a
Verb". Pentru Turner, procesul arhitectural si locuinta in sine
sunt bucle de feedback in care activitatile si realizarile acto-
rilor sunt definite de asteptarile lor, care sunt dependente de
context si care, la randul lor, modeleaza si schimba contex-
tul, dupa care procesul poate incepe din nou (Turner, 1972,
pp. 159-60). In ceea ce priveste arhitectura, acest lucru se
traduce prin proiectarea de case nu ca un obiect dat, final,
ci ca o experientd continud. Plecand de la teoria lui Turner,
intr-un interviu, Aravena sustine cd arhitectii proiecteaza
,Substantive” (ferestre, etaje, case), atunci cand, de fapt, ar
trebui sa proiecteze verbe — experiente sau, mai bine zis,
oportunitatile care le stimuleaza (Moore, 2016). Argumentul
sau seamana izbitor cu cel pe care il oferd Heidegger atunci
cand propune sa foloseasca ,a construi” si ,a locui” in loc
de arhitecturd, pentru a nu evidentia obiectul, ci existenta
acestuia in timp si pe cei care il locuiesc. Pentru Aravena,
experienta continua a arhitecturii inseamna ca ,traditiile lo-
cale si sensibilitatile culturale, toate acele lucruri pe care noi
[arhitectii] le omitem, tind s& se intdmple spontan in a doua
jumatate a constructiei” (Aravena, 2010b, pp. 87-88).

O locuitoare a acestui experiment locativ, Oriana Pinochet, a
fost scepticd la inceput, dar a spus ca acum este foarte bu-
curoasa cd are vecini, deoarece toti se simt mai in siguranta
(Valencia, 2016). Un alt cetatean al orasului sustine c4, desi,
uneori, procesul de reconstructie le-a cerut mai mult decat
si-au imaginat si chiar a provocat conflicte, a fost intr-adevar
un proces de invatare care a ajutat la inchegarea comunitatii
(Long, 2015). In conformitate cu expresia Iui Sennett, ,des-
chis” nu este o categorie esteticd, asa cum spune el, ci una
ontologica.

Echipa de la Elemental a fost criticatd pentru cd nu a
actionat intr-o maniera ,activista” in proiectele sale. Aceasta
critica provine dintr-o intelegere a activismului mai adecvata
arhitectilor si urbanistilor din anii 1960 si 70, care, inspirati
de ,dreptul la oras” al lui Lefebvre, au avut o atitudine mai
inclinata spre stanga sau au fost de-a dreptul de sténga in
discursul si practica lor. Arhitectul sau urbanistul activist de
astazi are alte atitudini si instrumente. Arhitectii activisti ai
secolului al XXI-lea sunt cei care pun bazele pe care pot fi
create diferente semnificative, instrumentul lor esential fiind

Although Sennett is right in asserting the sociological suc-
cess of incomplete houses, he errs in evaluating their out-
come as an “architectural disaster” (Sennett, 2018). Aravena
was partly inspired by John Turner's essay "Housing as a
Verb". For Turner, the architectural process and the home
itself are feedback loops in which the actors’ activities and
achievements are defined by their expectations, which are
context-dependent and which, in turn, shape and change the
context, after which the process can begin again (Turner,
1972, pp. 159-60). In terms of architecture, this translates
into designing houses not as a given, final object, but as a
continuous experience. Starting from Turner’s theory, in an
interview, Aravena argues that architects design “nouns”
(windows, floors, houses), when, in fact, they should design
verbs - experiences or, rather, the opportunities that stimu-
late them (Moore, 2016). His argument is strikingly similar to
that made by Heidegger when he proposes to use “build” and
“dwell” instead of architecture, so as not to highlight the ob-
ject, but its existence in time and of those who inhabit it. For
Aravena, the continuous experience of architecture means
that “local traditions and cultural sensibilities, all those things
that we [architects] omit, tend to happen spontaneously in
the second half of the construction” (Aravena, 2010b, pp.
87-88).

A resident of this housing experiment, Oriana Pinochet, was
skeptical at first, but later admitted she was very happy to
have neighbours because everyone felt safer (Valencia,
2016). Another city resident claimed that, although some-
times the reconstruction process required more than they
imagined and even provoked conflicts, it was indeed a learn-
ing process that helped unite the community (Long, 2015).
In Sennett’s terms, “open” is not an aesthetic category but an
ontological one.

The team at Elemental were criticised for not acting in a
more “activist” manner in their projects. This critique stems
from an understanding of activism by architects and urban
planners more appropriate in the 1960s and 1970s, when,
inspired by Lefebvre's “right to the city,” they had a more left-
leaning or outright leftist attitude in their discourse and prac-
tice. Today's activist architect or urban planner has other at-
titudes and tools. Activist architects of the 21st century are
the ones who lay the foundations on which significant differ-
ences can be created, their essential tool being intervention
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interventia (creeaza contextul si oportunitatea de a interveni
in procesul de proiectare comunitatile locale), iar metoda lor
este proiectarea participativa (McGuirk, 2015).

Concluzii

Implicand comunitatea locald in dezvoltarea PRES si in
elaborarea prioritdtilor pentru reconstructia orasului, a fost
creatd o naratiune non-liniard, care sa tina seama de nevoile
cetatenilor. Noua biblioteca publica, care se deschide catre
mediul inconjurator, zidurile in sine devenind parte a spatiului
public, devine un teritoriu de trecere intre istoria orasului si vii-
torul sdu, precum siintre natura si mediul construit. Locuitorii
orasului Constitucion au cooperat la construirea jumatatilor
de case bune: obiectul incomplet a permis fiecarui locuitor
sd isi adapteze locuintele la nevoile si preferintele specifice,
oferind in acelasi timp contextul in care o comunitate mai
coeziva s-ar putea dezvolta. Elemental nu au actionat doar
ca activisti in termenii lui Justin McGuirk (McGuirk, 2015, pp.
34-53), ci au pus bazele unui oras deschis, asa cum il imagi-
neaza Richard Sennett.

Pentru Richard Sennett, orasul deschis este atat un concept
spatial, cat si un concept temporal, in consecintd, interpre-
tam ,deschis” ca o dimensiune ontologica. Orasele deschise
nu sunt concepute ca atare, ci devin asa in timp, prin relatiile
care se leaga in ele: intre indivizi, dar si intre ei si mediul con-
struit. Un oras deschis permite acestor relatii sa se reconfi-
gureze dinamic: in Constitucion, cetatenii care odinioard erau
strdini au devenit vecini care impdrtaseau resurse, care au
conceput propriile reguli ce le reflecta propriile nevoi. Ei isi
modelasera orasul si locuintele si, la randul lor, orasul i adu-
sese impreund Tn acest proces. Ceea ce fusese un colectiv
de indivizi cu nevoi specifice a devenit o comunitate cu valori
comune.

Richard Sennett si-a ilustrat cadrul teoretic pentru orase des-
chise printr-o colectie atent curatoriata de actiuni intreprinse
atat de profesionisti (arhitecti si urbanisti), cat si de indivizi
obisnuiti In crearea mai multor spatii deschise, indepen-
dent unul de celdlalt, mai degraba construind neregulat pe
ceea ce era deja acolo. ,Conexiunea etica dintre urbanist si
ordsean consta in practicarea unui anumit tip de modestie”,
spune Richard Sennett (Sennett, 2018, p. 302) — din partea

(creating the context and opportunity for local communities
to intervene in the design process) and their method partici-
patory design (McGuirk, 2015).

Conclusions

By involving the local community in the development of the
PRES and in the elaboration of priorities for the reconstruc-
tion of the city, a non-linear narrative was created, which
would take into account the needs of the citizens. The new
public library, which opens to the environment, with the walls
themselves becoming part of the public space, becomes a
passage territory between the history of the city and its fu-
ture, as well as between nature and the built environment.
The inhabitants of Constitucion cooperated in building half
of the good houses: the incomplete object allowed each in-
habitant to adapt their dwellings to their specific needs and
preferences, while providing the context in which a more co-
hesive community could develop. Elemental not only acted
as activists in Justin McGuirk's terms (McGuirk, 2015, pp.
34-53), but laid the foundations of an open city, as imagined
by Richard Sennett.

For Richard Sennett, the open city is both a spatial and a
temporal concept, therefore, we interpret “open” as an on-
tological dimension. Open cities are not conceived as such,
but become so over time, through the relationships that are
created inside them: between individuals, but also between
them and the built environment. An open city allows these re-
lationships to be reconfigured dynamically: in Constitucion,
citizens who were once strangers have become neighbours
who share resources, who have designed their own rules
that reflect their own needs. They have modelled their city
and homes, and in turn, the city has brought them together
in the process. What had been a collective of individuals with
individual needs has become a community with common
values.

Richard Sennett illustrated his theoretical framework for
open cities through a carefully curated collection of actions
taken by both professionals (architects and urban planners)
and individuals accustomed to creating more open spaces,
working independently from each other, building irregularly
on what was already there. “The ethical connection between
urban planner and city dweller consists in practicing a cer-
tain type of modesty”, Richard Sennett states (Sennett, 2018,
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profesionistilor, in proiectarea de spatii accesibile reconfigu-
rarii. Din partea cetatenilor, in a trdi deschis printre cei multi.
Orasul deschis ar putea pdrea incoerent, dar numai pentru
cei care cauta claritate in loc de diversitate.

Prezenta cercetare contribuie la acest lucru prin prezenta-
rea unui caz in care profesionistii si persoanele obisnuite
actioneaza impreund in identificarea si crearea de solutii
semnificative. Am creionat cum cele trei forme spatiale care
creeaza orasul deschis pot fi implememtate printr-o abor-
dare participativa intre municipalitate, proiectanti si cetateni
intr-o manierd coerenta. In plus, prezenta lucrare evidentiaza
importanta recunoasterii si incorporarii cunostintelor si
practicii vernaculare in proiectarea de solutii care sa ofere
cetatenilor posibilitatea de a modela mediul construit, im-
plementand in acelasi timp solutii care sa tina cont si de
specificul si calitatea mediului natural. Am identificat, in
cadrul aceluiasi oras, instante pentru cele trei caramizi care
construiesc modelul unui oras drept ca sistem deschis de-
scris de Sennett. Majoritatea resurselor (interviuri, rapoar-
te etc.) folosite pentru studiul de caz dateaza din perioada
implementarii proiectului si din perioada imediat urmatoare;
cercetadri ulterioare ar putea studia dacad si modul in care
reconstructia orasului a reconfigurat relatiile interpersonale
in comunitate, folosindu-se mai mult de marturiile locuitori-
lor (limitate in literatura disponibild) si mai putin de interpre-
tarile proiectantilor.
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" Henri Lefebvre creioneaza, in cartea sa Le Droit a la Ville (1968), ,orasul drept” ca unul in care locuitorii isi recastiga
drepturile asupra oraselor contruite, in definitiv, de ei insisi. Ca raspuns la inegalitatea si inechitdtile crescande din orase,
el descrie ,orasul drept” ca unul in care cetatenii au drept de co-creatie asupra sa. In practica curentd, aplicarea dreptului
la oras poate fi observaté in actiuni precum bugetarea participativa, interventii cet&tenesti asupra spatiului public s.a. In
Bucuresti, de exemplu, putem considera Street Delivery ca fiind cel mai reprezentativ eveniment pentru acest concept
— de revendicare a spatiului public ocupat de autoturisme pentru pietoni./Henri Lefebvre, in his book Le Droit a la Ville
(1968), paints the “just city” as one in which the inhabitants regain their rights over cities built, ultimately, by themselves. In
response to the growing inequality and inequities in cities, he describes the “just city” as one which citizens have the right
to co-create. In current practice, the applications of the right to the city can be observed in actions such as participatory
budgeting, citizen-led interventions in public space, etc. In Bucharest, for example, we can consider Street Delivery as the
most representative event for this concept since it claims the public space occupied by cars for pedestrians.
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