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Rezumat

Arhitectura este, par excellance, o arta si o stiinta,
poate printre putinele domenii cu un impact atat de
profund in structura intimd a unei societdti. Tns3
odatd cu afirmarea agentivitatii obiectelor si a
procesului dialectic de construire reciprocd om-
lucru si lucru-om, cercetarile care vizeazd locul si
locuirea trebuie sda prioritizeze o abordare
interdisciplinara, in care relatia omului cu spatiul
inconjurdtor sa ocupe o pozitie centrald. Prin
intermediul studiilor recente de ecologie social3,
acest articol isi propune, in prima parte, sa deschida

Abstract

Architecture is, par excellance, both art and a
science, perhaps among the few fields with such a
profound impact on the intimate structure of a
society. But with the assertion of the agentive role
of objects and the dialectical process of mutual
human-thing and thing-human  construction,
research on the site and dwelling must prioritize an
interdisciplinary approach, in which the human
relationship with the environment occupies a
central position. Through recent studies of social
ecology, this article aims, in the first part, to open a
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o discutie mai ampld despre necesitatea
reconfigurarii spatiului construit printr-o abordare
multilaterald, care sa ia in considerare nu doar locul,
ci si locuirea. Plecand de la premisa cd omul face
locul in aceeasi masurd in care si locul face omul,
abordarea interdisciplinard este o cheie de rezolvare
a acestei nevoi de renegociere a relatiei dintre social
si materialitate prin propunerea unor directii de
cercetare si metodologie inspirate din antropologie
si a unui limbaj comun. A doua parte, adauga
discutiei noile realitati configurate de reglementarile
privind distanta fizica impusd de COVID-19 si
deschide un dialog privind posibilitatea introducerii
noilor tehnologii (AR, VR, Al) si a extensiilor de
valorizare ale multisenzorialitatii ca metode de
interactiune cu spatiul construit.

Cuvinte cheie/ Keywords

broader discussion on the need to reconfigure the
built space through a multilateral approach, which
takes into account not only place but also dwelling.
Starting from the premise that man makes the place
as much as the place makes the man, an
interdisciplinary approach is key to solving this need
to renegotiate the relationship between social and
materiality by proposing research path and
methodology inspired by anthropology and a
common language. The second part adds to the
discussion of the new realities configured by the
regulations on physical distance imposed by COVID-
19 and opens a dialogue on the possibility of
introducing new technologies (AR, VR, Al) and extent
of valorize multisensory as methods of interaction
with built space.

antropologie urbana, cercetare interdisciplinara, ecologie sociala, tehnologii, COVID-19/
urban anthropology, interdisciplinary research, social ecology, technologies, COVID-19

Omul si spatiul construit — catre o noua
abordare

LActiunile sociale produc spatii
care la randul lor structureaza actiuni.”
(Harvey, 2009)

Spatiile sunt fintr-o dinamica perpetud, intr-o
continua reconfigurare. Constituind deopotriva
materialitate si imaterialitate, studiul acestora nu
poate fi realizat doar dintr-o singura perspectivd;
astfel, acest articol subliniaza nevoia unui studiu
interdisciplinar care sa analizeze intersectia dintre
indivizi, spatii si tehnologii. De ce este nevoie (si) de
o cercetare care excede pur materialitatea?

The human and the build space — towards a
new approach

,Social actions produce space
that in turn structure actions. ”
(Harvey, 2009)

Spaces are in a perpetual dynamic, in a continuous
reconfiguration. Their study cannot be realised from
a single point of view, constituting both materiality
and immateriality; thus, this article emphasises the
need for an interdisciplinary study that analyses the
intersection between individuals, spaces, and
technologies. Why is research that exceeds the pure
materiality (also) necessary?
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Pe de o parte, spatiul construit este un concept
puternic impregnat de dimensiunea sociala, caci
face parte din structurile cele mai intime ale unei
societdti. Rezervor de culturd si istorie, acesta
determind aria de posibilitati pe care o comunitate o
poate avea. Spatiul este incorporat in existenta
umana, fiind performat! continuu de actori umani.
Tntrucat spatiile apar, dispar, se materializeazi, se
schimba, se poate afirma cd structureaza societatea
in aceeasi masura in care si societatea slefuieste
spatiul. Deoarece spatiile sunt sociale si contextuale,
istoria recenta consemneazd nevoia slefuirii unei
identitati, de crearea de spatii care sa creeze la
randul lor, de o personalizare estetica (inteleasa ca
marker al distinctiei), dar care sa nu neglijeze intru
totul functionalitatea (scopul unui spatiu nu poate fi
exclus). Spatiile construite trebuie reconfigurate
constant pentru a se adapta unor cerinte in
perpetua schimbare (crize economice, incdlzire
globald, suprapopulare, deteriorarea mediului,
cresterea sperantei de viatd, fluxuri migratorii,
inovatii tehnologice).

Pe de alta parte, spatiul se afla intr-o ecologie care
excede actorul uman. Intersectia dintre organisme si
mediul lor de viata, precum si cea dintre spatii si
fenomene sociale constituie tot mai frecvent un
fundament al studierii societatilor. Cativa dintre
autorii care au abordat ecologia din perspectiva
producerii sociale a spatiului, sustin ideea analizarii
unei retele dense de actori, elemente discursive,
sociale, ambientale si tehnice. De exemplu, Tsing
(2015) afirma ca istoria unui spatiu presupune
cunoasterea tuturor locuitorilor lui, atdt umani, cat
si nonumani, Low (2016) sustine ca spatiul trebuie
privit ca proces, nu ca entitate in sine, atat din
perspectivd materiald, cat si umana, Pickett (2008)
vorbeste despre interactiunile diferitelor tipuri de

On the one hand, the built space is strongly
embedded in the social dimension concept, because
it is part of the most intimate structures of society.
A history and culture reservoir, it determines the
area of possibilities that a community can have.
Space is incorporated in human existence, being
continuously performed! by human actors. As
spaces appear, disappear, materialize, change, it can
be said they structure the society in the same way
the society shapes space. Because spaces are social
and contextual, the recent history records the need
to produce an identity, to create spaces that in turn
create an aesthetic personalization (understood as a
marker of distinction), but one that will not neglect
the functionality (the purpose of a space cannot be
ruled out). Built-up areas need to be constantly
reconfigured to adapt to  ever-changing
requirements (economic crises, global warming,
overcrowding, environment damaging, increased
life expectancy, migratory flows, technological
innovations).

On the other hand, space is within an ecology that
exceeds the human actor. The intersection between
organisms and their environment, as well as
between spaces and social phenomena, is a more
frequent base for surveys over societies. Some of
the authors who approached ecology from the
perspective of social generation of the space,
advocate the idea of analysing a dense network of
actors and discursive, social, environmental and
technical elements. For example, Tsing (2015) states
that the history of a space requires the knowledge
of all its inhabitants, both human and non-human;
Low (2016) states that space should be perceived as
a process, not like an entity itself, both from the
material and human perspective, Pickett (2008) talks
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eterogenitate in sistemele urbane si cum acestea
influenteaza viata cartierelor, Shaw (2014) si
Scheper-Hughes (2014) explicd natura sociald si
culturald a hazardurilor si cum dezastrele naturale
sunt constituite de sdracie - agentii socioeconomici
sunt variabile care trebuie luate in calcul in analiza
unor dezastre naturale -, Stoetzer (2018) propune o
reconceptualizare a relatiei uman-nonuman prin
acordarea unei atentii sporite asupra relatiei dintre
materialitate, constiinta si cultura.

Potentialul imanent al spatiului (LeFebvre, 1991)
obligd la o analiza in-between, aflatd la intersectia
disciplinelor, vazutd ca imperativa, o arhitectura
antropologica (Sfintes, 2019). O abordare sistemicd
a spatiului ca proces social este perspectiva pe care
o propun in cercetarea de fatd, iar acest lucru este
posibil prin punerea laolaltd a arhitecturii cu
antropologia.

Pentru Stender (2016) semnul distinctiv al
antropologiei este de a compara ceea ce oamenii zic
ca fac, cu ceea ce ei fac efectiv, distingdnd intre
idealuri si practici. Antropologia cautd sa sublinieze
natura performativd a formelor arhitecturale: ce
arhitectura face mai degraba decat ce reprezinta. Ce
pot antropologii sa nvete de la arhitecti este cum sa
acorde atentie Tmprejurimilor spatiale si materiale
ale vietii sociale. Un element cheie pe care 1 pot
invdta arhitectii de la antropologi este sa inteleaga
contextele sociale locale prin abordari exploratorii si
reflexive. Arhitectii sunt invatati sd aiba judecati de
valoare bazate pe perspectiva la persoana |,
denumind ceea ce este bun si ceea ce nu. Formatiin
paradigma relativismului cultural, antropologii, din
contrd, sunt mai inclinati sa puna sub semnul

about the interactions of different types of
heterogeneity in urban systems and how they
influence neighbourhood life, Shaw (2014) and
Scheper-Hughes (2014) explain the social and
cultural nature of hazards and how the natural
disasters are constituted by poverty — socio-
economic agents are variables that must be taken
into account in the analysis of natural disasters,
Stoetzer (2018) proposes a reconceptualization of
the human-nonhuman relationship by paying more
attention to the relationship between materiality,
consciousness and culture.

The immanent potential of the space (LeFebvre,
1991) necessitates an in-between analysis, located
at the intersection of disciplines, seen as imperative,
an anthropological architecture (Sfintes, 2019). A
systemic approach to space as a social process is the
perspective | propose in the present research, and
this is possible by adjoining architecture with
anthropology.

For Stender (2016) the hallmark of anthropology is
to compare what people say they do with what they
actually do, distinguishing between ideals and
practices. Anthropology seeks to emphasize the
performative nature of architectural forms: what
architecture does rather than what it represents.
What anthropologists can learn from architects is
how to pay attention to the spatial and material
surroundings of social life. A key element that
architects can learn from anthropologists is to
understand  local social contexts through
exploratory and reflective approaches. Architects
are taught to have value judgments based on the
first-person perspective, naming what is good and
what is not. Formed in the paradigm of cultural
relativism, anthropologists, on the other hand, are
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intrebadrii asemenea judecati si valori — calitate 1n
ochii cui? bun din ce perspectiva? ce forme de
putere implicd estetica?

Sustin nevoia unei regandiri a modului in care
alegem ce construim, cum, unde si de ce printr-o
abordare interdisciplinaréa in care prioritatea
proiectarii de cladiri in mediul urban ar trebui sa fie
viata, apoi spatiul, apoi cladirea. Antropologia ar
putea constitui, astfel, nu doar un liant metodologic
de cercetare, ci ar putea sa fie chiar rotita esentiald
care pune in miscare intreg angrenajul arhitecturii.
Caci, spatiul construit ne construieste la randu-i si pe
noi. Aceasta dialectica devine esentiald in
intelegerea nevoii de a acorda atentie si locuirii, nu
doar locului. lar acest lucru se poate face doar prin
integrarea in procesul constructiv si a omului.

In prima parte a articolului voi exemplifica cum
agentivitatea 2 spatiului construit are un impact
asupra omului si voi sugera cateva directii inspirate
din antropologie care ar putea seconda efortul
arhitectului. n a doua parte, ma voi referi la noile
provocdri aparute odata cu rdspandirea virusului
COVID-19, trasand cateva directii legate de
respatializare. Racordarea la acest ,nou” prezent se
face, de asemenea, prin studiului pluridisciplinar.
Asadar, dialogul este construit pe doud paliere.
Primele sectiuni reprezintd o expunere a studiilor
care propun o intersectie intre antropologie si
arhitectura, fiind o cercetare secundara bibliografica
concentrata n jurul deschiderii dialogului catre mai
multe discipline. Ultima sectiune propune detalierea
unei ipostaze in conditiile noilor restrictii si realitati
impuse de COVID-19.

more inclined to question such judgments and
values - quality in whose vision? good from what
perspective? What forms of power do aesthetics
involve?

| endorse the need to rethink the way we choose
what we build, how, where and why through an
interdisciplinary approach in which the priority of
designing buildings in the urban environment should
be life, then space, then the building. Anthropology
could thus be not only a methodological binder of
research, but it could be just the essential cogwheel
that sets in motion the whole gear of architecture.
Because the built space builds us in return. This
dialectic becomes essential in understanding the
need to pay attention to dwelling, not just the place.
And this can be done only by also integrating the
human into the constructive process.

In the first part of the article, | will exemplify how the
agency of the built space has an impact on man and
I will suggest some directions inspired by
anthropology that could support the architect's
effort. In the second part, | will refer to the new
challenges that arose with the spread of the COVID-
19 virus, drawing some directions related to re-
spatialize. The connection to this "new" present is
also made through pluridisciplinary study. So, the
dialogue is built on two levels. The first sections
represent an exposition of studies that propose an
intersection between anthropology and
architecture, being secondary bibliographic
research concentrated around the opening of the
dialogue to several disciplines. The last section
proposes the detailing of an aspect in the conditions
of the new restrictions and realities imposed by
COVID-19.
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Cercetarea pluridisciplinara — unu plus unu
fac (minim) trei

,Colaborarea are avantaje uriase, ceea ce in limbaj
matematic se cheama functie supraaditivd, adica
unu plus unu face mai mult decat doi.”

(Taleb, 2019, p. 248)

Cercetarea interdisciplinara urmdreste fintocmai
acest principiu. Suma poate deveni diferitd de parti,
iar adaugarea de unitdti are un rezultat neliniar. Prin
urmare, plus valoarea data de insumarea a doua
discipline consta in rezultarea unei noi abordari care
pune laolaltd experiente si know-how intr-un tot
unitar complex. De ce antropologie si arhitectura?

Gombrich (2007), in Istoria artei, sustine ca, in
cautari de armonii noi, experientele sunt
indispensabile si esecurile inevitabile. Tns3, adesea
intalnim spatii carora nu stim ce destinatie sa le
acordam, ansambluri rezidentiale fara locuitori din
cauza suprapunerii eronate a mesajului transmis
peste realitatea regdsitd, investitii Tn proiecte de
dezvoltare urbana fard succes (spre exemplu, cladiri
de birouri), zone destinate anumitor activitati ldsate
in paragind, contraintuitivitdti generatoare de
sciziuni. Caci desi ,arhitectii trebuie sa aibd intreaga
libertate de a experimenta cu diferite proportii si
diferite materiale” (ibid. Gombrich, p. 561), exista
disensiuni privind cdt de departe poate emerge
creativitatea. Pe de o parte, existd practici de
inovare fara fundamentul informatiilor reale, fara
prelucrarea acestora si fara corelarea lor pentru
proiectia de viitor. Bucurestiul s-a confruntat cu
forme de interventionism naiv care au creat plagi
urbane greu remediabile. Apelez la termenul de
iatrogenie propus de Taleb (2019) ca sa ma refer la

Pluridisciplinary research — one plus one
equals (minimum) three

,Collaboration has explosive upside, what is
mathematically called a superadditive function, i.e.,
one plus one equals more than two.”

(Taleb, 2019, p. 248)

Interdisciplinary research follows precisely this
principle. The sum may become different from the
parts, and the addition of units has a nonlinear
result. Therefore, the added value given by the sum
of two disciplines consists of the result of a new
approach that brings together experiences and
know-how in a complex unitary whole. Why
anthropology and architecture?

Gombrich (2007), in Art History, argues that in the
search for new harmonies, experiences are
indispensable and failures inevitable. However, we
often encounter spaces to which we do not know
what destination to give, residential complexes
without inhabitants due to the erroneous overlap of
the message transmitted over the found reality,
investments in unsuccessful urban development
projects (eg. office buildings), abandoned areas for
certain activities, scission - generating
counterintuitives. Although “architects must have
complete freedom to experiment with different
proportions and different materials” (ibid.
Gombrich, p. 561), there are disagreements about
how far creativity can emerge. On the one hand,
there are innovation practices without the
foundation of real information, without their
processing and their correlation for the future
projection. Bucharest has faced forms of naive
interventionism that have created hard-to-fix urban
scars. | refer to the term iatrogenesis proposed by
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vatdmarea neintentionata cauzata de vindecator si
cum aceasta poate fi redusd (niciodata eradicata
complet) printr-o privire multilaterald. Pe de alta
parte, insa, exista proiecte admirabile care sunt
rezultat al creativitatii si al integrarii armonioase a
realitatilor locale (un bun exemplu este unul dintre
proiectele celor de la Metrolab (Decleve, Grulois,
Lestrange, Bortolotti si Trenado, 2020), care
desfdsoard un proiect in Bruxelles, unde aduc
laolalta stakeholeder-i cheie din oras alaturi de 30 de
cercetatori din discipline diverse, cu experiente
diferite de cercetare, pentru a analiza si a gasi solutii
de imbundtdtire ale unor alte propuneri pentru care
au fost solicitate fonduri de dezvoltare regional3;
scopul acestui proiect este de a folosi investitiile
pentru beneficiul comunitatilor locale).

Spatiul construit rdspunde la probleme sociale care
adeseori sunt neclare si fac parte din retele cauzale
complexe. Rittel si Webber (1973) aduc Tn prim-plan
discutia despre asa numitele probleme wicked?.
Exista anumite probleme la care nu exista solutii
optime in sensul unui raspuns definitiv si obiectiv.
Sisteme deschise care interactioneaza continuu. Cel
mai complicat rdmane insa definirea problemei si
localizarea problemei (unde, in reteaua cauzala
complexa, se regdseste problema). Solutiile nu sunt
false sau adevdrate, ci bune sau rele. Solutia este de
tip o singurd sansd. Nu exista oportunitatea de a
invdta mereu din fincercare si eroare, fiecare
incercare contand semnificativ (lasa urme care nu
pot fi anulate): vietile multor oameni vor fi fost
influentate ireversibil si vor fi cheltuite sume mari de
bani. Fiecare asemenea problema este unica. Scopul
nu este de a gasi adevarul, ci de a imbunatati unele
caracteristici ale lumii Tn care trdiesc oamenii.
Expertul este, de asemenea, un jucator care cauta
sa-si promoveze viziunea proprie asupra celorlalti.

Taleb (2019) to refer to the unintentional harm
caused by the healer and how it can be diminished
(never completely eradicated) through a multilateral
view. On the other hand, however, there are
admirable projects that are the result of creativity
and the harmonious integration of local realities (a
good example is one of the projects of Metrolab
(Decleve, Grulois, Lestrange, Bortolotti and Trenado,
2020), which carries out a project in Brussels,
bringing key stakeholders from the city together
with 30 researchers from various disciplines, with
different research experiences, to analyse and find
solutions to improve other proposals for which
regional development funds have been requested;
the purpose of this project is to use the investments
for the benefit of local communities).

Built space responds to social problems that are
often unclear and part of complex causal networks.
Rittel and Webber (1973) bring to the fore the
discussion of so-called wicked problems. There are
certain problems to which there are no optimal
solutions in the sense of a definitive and objective
answer. Open systems that interact continuously.
However, the most complicated remains the
definition of the problem and the location of the
problem (where, in the complex causal network, the
problem is found). The solutions are not false or
true, but good or bad. The solution is of the “one try
only” type. There is no opportunity to always learn
from trial and error, each trial counting significantly
(leaves traces that cannot be undone): the lives of
many people will have been irreversibly influenced
and large sums of money will be spent. Each such
problem is unique. The goal is not to find the truth,
but to improve some features of the world in which
people live. The expert is also a player who seeks to
promote his vision to others. To reduce the negative
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Pentru a reduce impactul negativ pe care solutiile
unor astfel de probleme l-ar putea avea asupra
societdtii, acestea trebuie abordate din mai multe
unghiuri,  pluridisciplinar, intelegand ecologia
spatiului.

Impactul spatiului construit asupra individului

Realitatea vietii cotidiene este un bun punct de
plecare in analiza spatiului construit. Moran (2005)
afirma ca adevdrata schimbare sociald apare in cum
prindem autobuzele si trenurile, cum ne petrecem
timpul la birou, cum conducem pe autostrada, cum
ne blocam in trafic, cum ne parcam masinile si cum
trdim Tn casele noastre. Juxtapunerea spatiului cu
viata a fost indelung studiatd in literatura de
specialitate. O arhitecturd de succes asigurd o
interactiune bund intre spatiu si viatd. Importanta
observatiei comportamentului oamenilor in spatii
publice pentru a construi un oras functional este
subliniata de numerosi antropologi si urbanisti,
printre care Jan Gehl (2012), Jane Jacobs (1961),
Georges Perec (1974), Richard Florida (2007),
William Whyte  (2001). Tn anul 2010 a aparut
Declaratia de la Toledo (2010) —document politic
fundamentat stiintific- care trateaza regenerarea

urbana prin prisma abordarii inter- si
transdisciplinare  integrate. Tn  ultimii  ani,
antropologia mediului, antropologia urbana si

cultura materiald trateaza aceasta nevoie de a privi
comunitatile dintr-o perspectiva pluridisciplinard.

Rolul antropologiei este de a lucra aldturi de
arhitecturd pentru a imbina creativ tehnici si metode
de cercetare si proiectare care, prin cuprinderea
dimensiunii locale, contribuie la crearea unor spatii

impact that the solutions to such problems could
have on society, they must be approached from
several angles, pluridisciplinary, understanding the
ecology of space.

The impact of the built space on the
individual

The reality of everyday life is a good starting point in
the analysis of the built space. Moran (2005) states
that real social change occurs in how we catch buses
and trains, how we spend our time at the office, how
we drive on the highway, how we get stuck in traffic,
how we park our cars and how we live in our homes.
The juxtaposition of space with life has long been
studied in specialty literature. A successful
architecture ensures good interaction between
space and life. The importance of observing people's
behavior in public spaces to build a functional city is
emphasized by many anthropologists and urban
planners, including Jan Gehl (2012), Jane Jacobs
(1961), Georges Perec (1974), Richard Florida
(2007), William Whyte (2001). In 2010, the Toledo
Declaration (2010) appeared - a scientifically based
political document - which deals with wurban
regeneration in terms of the integrated inter and
trans-disciplinary approach. In recent years,
environmental anthropology, urban anthropology,
and material culture have addressed this need to
look at communities from a pluridisciplinary
perspective.

The role of anthropology is to work with architecture
to creatively combine techniques and methods of
research and design what, by embracing the local
dimension, contributes to the creation of
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sustenabile, sigure si care, pe termen mediu si lung,
pot schimba realitdti sociale si oferi noi oportunitati
— precum sustine si Fiske (2016) ideea conform
careia cladirile modeleazd cum noi ca societate
gandim despre noi insine. Florida (2019) conchide ca
exista o corelatie statistica intre posibilitatea de a
merge pe jos pentru un copil prin cartier si veniturile
mai crescute ca adult. Pentru Le Breton (2002)
spatiul este creator de comportament. Exemplul
folosit de el este cel al peretilor foarte subtiri ai
apartamentelor, care permit ca sunetele sa fie
receptate usor de la o locuinta la alta si care, astfel,
impun o conduita (orele in care anumite activitati
pot avea loc, copiii care nu se pot juca in voie etc).
Zgomotul la care suntem expusi mai ales in marile
aglomerari urbane poate avea efecte de viitor. Cu
cat copiii sunt mai expusi la zgomot, cu atat mai
putin au facilitatea de a invata sa citeascd (ibid. Le
Breton, 2002). Si  mirosurile influenteaza
comportamentul. Autoritatea spatiului influenteaza
si modul in care sunt gestionate relatiile in casa.
Nevoia de spatiu face ca din ce In ce mai multi
batrani sa nu mai poata fi ingrijiti in cadrul familiei si
mutati Tntr-un ,,alt spatiu”, azilul. De asemenea, prin
proiectarea spatiului construit, se adancesc
inegalitati, se favorizeaza aparitia discriminarii.
Gated communities, pe de o parte, pungi de sdrdcie
cu acces limitat la utilitati, pe de alta parte.

Abordare antropologica. Abordare empaticd

Perspectiva antropologica implicd un interes pentru

cauzalitatea locald, circulara si simbolica si
presupune comprehensiune si  prezentarea
complexitatii. Prin  urmare, totul poate fi

semnificativ, iar logica descoperirii si abordarea

sustainable, safe spaces which, in the medium and
long term, can change social realities and provide
new opportunities - as Fiske (2016) argues, the idea
that buildings shape how we think about ourselves
as a society. Florida (2019) concludes that there is a
statistical correlation between the possibility for a
child to walk through the neighbourhood and higher
income as an adult. For Le Breton (2002) space is a
creator of behaviour. The example he uses is that of
the very thin walls of the apartments, which allow
sounds to be easily received from one house to
another and which thus impose a behaviour (hours
when certain activities can take place, children who
cannot play at will etc.). The noise we are exposed
to especially in large urban areas can have future
effects. The more children are exposed to noise, the
less they can learn to read (ibid. Le Breton, 2002).
And smells influence behavior. The authority of the
space also influences how relationships are
managed in the house. The need for space means
that more and more elderly people can no longer be
cared for in the family and moved to another
"space", the asylum. Also, by designing the built
space, inequalities are deepened, discrimination is
favored. Gated communities, on the one hand,
poverty pouches with limited access to utilities, on
the other.

Anthropological approach. Empathetic
approach

The anthropological perspective implies an interest

in local, circular, and symbolic causality and
presumes understanding and presentation of
complexity. Therefore, everything can be

meaningful, then the logic of discovery and the
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empatica sunt esentiale. Antropologia are rolul ,de
a introduce semnificatia acolo unde ea lipseste, sa
stabileasca o coerentd acolo unde colectivul inclina
sd nu vada decét dezordine” (Le Breton, 2002, p. 92).

Etnografia, in perceptia lui Askland (2016) este si
mijloc si scop al profesiei arhitecturale si presupune
o perspectiva holisticd. Antropologia cauta sa
inteleagd conditile umanitatii, iar arhitectura
formeazd aceste conditii. Pentru ca decidentii sa
lucreze eficient cu diferite categorii de public, ei
trebuie sa inteleaga si sa fie constienti de factorii
culturali, sa analizeze utilizarile de zi cu zi, sa observe
cum comunitatile interpretative apropriaza spatiul
in mod diferit. Antropologia poate contribui printr-o
privire retrospectiva, la descoperirea unor adevaruri
sociale din trecut. Prin modul Tn care spatiul
construit era amenajat, prin functiile atribuite, prin
stilul arhitectonic adoptat, antropologia poate ajuta
la completarea unui tablou al trecutului cu insertii
despre viata sociala si culturala. Totodata, privirea
prospectivd a antropologiei contribuie prin
conferirea unui viitor in care spatiul construit sa fie
integrat, care sa contribuie la bunastare si, de ce nu,
la plusvaloare.

Observatia participativa (participarea la actiuni ale
comunitatii, frecventarea unor spatii care impun o
anumita conduitd, angrenarea in activitati locale
etc.) si neparticipativd (observarea de la distantad),
interviurile, discutiile informale in situ, alcatuirea de
harti mentale, combinarea mai multor metode prin
triangulatie, documentarea arhivelor si a istoriei
spatiului (si sociale si economice, nu doar
arhitecturale), consultarea articolelor media care
prezinta anumite realitati locale, accesarea unor
baze de date si prelucrarea sunt doar cateva dintre

empathic approach are essential. Anthropology has
the role "to introduce meaning where it is lacking, to
establish coherence where the collective is inclined
to see only disorder" (Le Breton, 2002, p. 92).

Ethnography, in the perception of Askland (2016) is
both means and purpose of the architectural
profession and involves a holistic perspective.
Anthropology seeks to understand the conditions of
humanity, and architecture frames these conditions.
For decision-makers to work effectively with
different categories of audiences, they need to
understand and be aware of cultural factors, analyse
everyday uses, observe how interpretive
communities approach space differently.
Anthropology can contribute through retrospective
insight to the discovery of social truths from the
past. By the way the built space was arranged,
through the assigned functions, through the
adopted architectural style, anthropology can help
complete an image of the past with inserts about
social and cultural life. At the same time,
anthropology’s outlook view contributes by
conferring a future in which the built space is
integrated, which contributes to well-being and,
why not, to added value.

Participatory  observation (participation in
community actions, frequenting spaces that require
a certain behavior, engaging in local activities, etc.)
and non-participatory (remote  observation),
interviews, informal discussions in situ, making of
mind maps, combining several methods through
triangulation, documenting archives and the history
of space (both social and economic, not just
architectural), consulting media articles that present
certain local realities, accessing databases and
processing are just some of the methods that can be
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metodele care pot reprezenta cdi de ancorare in
realitatea locala. Fiske (2016) sustine ca antropologii
atrag atentia metodologic si teoretic asupra modului
in care lumea fsi seteaza crezurile si cum acordad sens
lumii. Pentru ca legiuitorii sa lucreze eficient pentru
diferite tipuri de public, ei trebuie sa inteleagd si sa
cunoascd factorii culturali. S& intadlneasca oamenii
"acolo unde sunt”, mai degraba decat sa impuna legi
de ,susinjos”, o abordare one size fits all.

Abordarea  antropologica propune studierea
proceselor si a dinamicilor, nu alcdtuirea unor
tablouri statice ale unui fenomen/spatiu. Experienta
sociala a orasului inseamna urmarirea semnificatiilor
si a interactiunilor. Studiul pe care l-am realizat pe
Bulevardul Magheru din Bucuresti sustine cu date
empirice de ce etnografia poate contribui la o mai
buna intelegere a spatiului in care trdim (Paduraru,
2019). Am ardtat cum degradarea unui spatiu nu
este un fenomen entropic, ci implica o vasta retea
de actori umani si nonumani, a caror importanta
poate fi inteleasa conjunctural prin imersare.

Arta de a construi se va reflecta atunci nu doar in
cum este proiectata o lucrare, ciin cum se transpune
intelegerea despre un spatiu in materialitate. Prin
creativitate se vor dobandi insusiri noi, iar produsul
finit va fi un mozaic care reflectd atat agentivitatea
creatorului, cat si agentivitatea spatiului locuit.
Antropologia poate veni in sustinerea acestor
demersuri prin medierea relatiei dintre om si spatiu
si a celei dintre arhitect si spatiu. Astfel, realitatea
locald nu ar trebui privita ca fiind constrangdtoare, ci
dimpotrivd, consolidatoare si, eventual, factor de
expandare spectaculoasa.

ways of anchoring in local reality. Fiske (2016)
argues that anthropologists draw methodological
and theoretical attention to how the society sets its
beliefs and how it gives meaning to the world. For
legislators to work effectively for different types of
audiences, they need to understand and know the
cultural factors. To meet people "where they are",
rather than imposing "top-down" laws, in an one size
fits all approach.

The anthropological approach proposes the study of
processes and dynamics, not the composition of
static pictures of a phenomenon/space. The social
experience of the city means following the meanings
and interactions. The study we conducted on
Magheru Boulevard in Bucharest supports with
empirical data why ethnography can contribute to a
better understanding of the space in which we live
(Paduraru, 2019). | have shown how the degradation
of space is not an entropic phenomenon but
involves a vast network of human and nonhuman
actors, whose importance can be conjecturally
understood through immersion.

The art of building will then be reflected not only in
how a building is designed but in how the
understanding of space is transposed in materiality.
Through creativity, new features will be acquired,
and the finished product will be a mosaic that
reflects both the agency of the creator and the one
of the inhabited space. Anthropology can support
these approaches by mediating the relationship
between man and space and the one between
architect and space. Thus, the local reality should
not be seen as constraining, but on the contrary,
consolidating and, possibly, a factor of spectacular
expansion.
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COVID-19 si reconfigurari ale spatiului
construit

Noile tehnologii (Augmented Reality - AR, Virtual
Reality - VR, Artificial Intelligence - Al) pot constitui
ansamble protetice deosebit de importante. De la
proiectarea in spatiu, pana la limitarea nevoii, de
exemplu, de a construi clddiri cu scop expozitional
cand acestea se pot muta in mediul virtual, modul in
care percepem acum spatiul construit va suferi
schimbari drastice. Propun o decolonizare a gandirii
in paradigma actuald si o incercare de anticipare a
modificarilor (inclusiv ontologice) in curs de
implementare. Pentru o buna gestionare a spatiului
construit virtual nu trebuie neglijat omul. Caci a
vizita Acropolele in VR sau a construi un muzeu
virtual implica nu doar transpunerea prin copierea si
redarea in conventie a exponatelor, ci si raportarea
la neintermediata experienta traitd. lar daca aducem
in discutie si multisenzorialitatea, datele vizuale,
olfactive, fonice, kinestezice, trebuie integrate in
spatiu deoarece ,omul nu poate trai fara aceasta
continuitate organica intre perceptiile sale
senzoriale si mediul imediat” (Le Breton, 2002, p.
98). Studiul proxemicii (modalitatea in care oamenii
folosesc spatiul) trebuie sd tina cont de aceste date.

Aceste tehnologii sunt deja implementate in
anumite spatii, mdacar partial. Cartiere in plin proces
de regenerare urbana care au pe cladiri coduri QR
sau AR pentru a starni interesul si implicarea
cetdtenilor. Jocuri de responsabilizare civicd urbana
care presupun utilizarea realitdtii virtuale. Muzee
virtuale, fie interactive sau nu, care presupun
modificari ale formei arhitecturale, ale scopurilor si

COVID-19 and the reconfiguration of the
built-up space

New technologies (Augmented Reality - AR, Virtual
Reality - VR, Artificial Intelligence - Al) can be
particularly important prosthetic assemblies. For
example, from designing in space to limiting the
need, to construct buildings for exhibition purposes
when they can move into the virtual environment,
the way we perceive the built space now will
undergo drastic changes. | propose decolonization
of thinking in the current paradigm and an attempt
to anticipate changes (including ontological) that are
being implemented. For the good management of
the virtually built space, the human must not be
neglected. Visiting the Acropolis in VR or building a
virtual museum involves not only transposing by
copying and rendering in convention the exhibits,
but also reporting to the uninterrupted lived
experience. And if we also discuss multisensory,
visual, olfactory, phonic, kinaesthetic data, must be
integrated into space because "human cannot live
without this organic continuity between his sensory
perceptions and the immediate environment" (Le
Breton, 2002, p. 98). The study of proxemics (the
way people use space) must take into account these
data.

These technologies are already implemented in
some areas, at least partially. Neighborhoods in the
process of urban regeneration that have QR or AR
codes on buildings to arouse the interest and
involvement of citizens. Urban civic responsibility
games that involve the use of virtual reality. Virtual
museums, whether interactive or not, involve
changes in architectural form, purposes and
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schimbari conceptuale (Sfintes, 2013). Proiectarea
unor constructii in mediul virtual.

Desi utilizarea acestor tehnologii in arhitectura nu
este un fenomen nou, 2020 este un an al
restructurarilor, al regandirilor de paradigma si un
an care obliga la adaptarea rapida la noile rigori.
Realitatile provocate de raspandirea virusul COVID-
19 si restrictiile de distantare fizica, noile forme de
muncd, scaderea intensitdtii turismului, regandirea
spatiilor publice, limitarea numarului de participanti
la evenimente, grija permanentda pentru igiend,
falimentul unor companii, posibila crizd financiara
care va iInsemna, inevitabil, o atentie mai accentuata
la materialitate, si lista poate continua, toate
acestea reprezintd straturi de luat in seamd in
perceptia spatiului. Desi incd in stadiu incipient, mai
ales in Romania, noile tehnologii apar ca solutie
pentru depdsirea unor impasuri in care ne aflam. Si
deoarece pandemiile sunt imprevizibile si temporal
si spatial, deja prin realitate augmentatd, realitate
virtuala si inteligenta artificiala locuri care
presupuneau prezenta fizicd se mutd in... online.
Apar, asadar, din ce in ce mai multe oportunitdti de
vizite virtuale la muzeu, spectacolele si activitatile
sportive sunt experimentate de pe canapea,
cinematografe n aer liber revin la moda, se ivesc
initiative de a proiecta filme pe cladiri astfel incat
spectatorul sd le poata viziona de pe balcon sau din
masina proprie, de a crea platforme care imita
»logica” barurilor si a pub-urilor sau playlist-uri care
ofera doritorilor sunete precum ,galdgia” birourilor
open space sau a traficului etc.

Impetuozitatea distantdrii reprezintd, desigur, o
perturbare. Spatiul se va rearanja dupd noi criterii,
jar cand aceste criterii au Tn subsidiar frica de
raspandire a pandemiei (fie cea curentd, fie o alta),

conceptual changes (Sfintes, 2013).
constructions in the virtual environment.

Although the wuse of these technologies in
architecture is not a new phenomenon, 2020 is a
year of restructuring, paradigm rethinking and a
year that requires rapid adaptation to new rigor. The
realities caused by the spread of COVID-19 virus and
restrictions on physical distance, new forms of work,
declining tourism intensity, rethinking public space,
limiting the number of participants in events,
permanent hygiene concerns, the bankruptcy of
companies, the eventual financial crisis that will
mean, inevitably, stressed attention to materiality,
and the list goes on, all of which are layers to
consider in the perception of space. Although still in
their infancy, especially in Romania, new
technologies appear as a solution to overcome some
of the dilemmas we are in. And because pandemics
are unpredictable both temporally and spatially,
already through augmented reality, virtual reality
and artificial intelligence places that assumed
physical presence are moving into... online. There
are, therefore, more and more opportunities for
virtual visits to the museum, shows and sports
activities are experienced from the couch, outdoor
cinemas are back in vogue, initiatives are emerging
to project films on buildings so that the viewer can
vision from the balcony or from their car, to create
platforms that imitate the “logic” of bars and pubs
or playlists that offer sounds like the “noise” of open
space offices or traffic, etc.

Designing

The impetuosity of distancing is, of course, a
disruption. Space will be rearranged according to
new criteria, and when these criteria have as a
subsidiary the fear of spreading the pandemic

Spatiul construit. Context si expresie/The built space. Context and expression. Argument 12/2020 157



ajutorul tehnologic este incomensurabil. Ceea ce
pare un exercitiu online acum, maine va deveni
realitate. De vreme ce restaurantele, muzeele,
cluburile, spatiile destinate conferintelor, cladirile
de birouri vor arata diferit, doar interdisciplinari-
tatea ne va putea arata ce inseamnd si cum arata
acest diferit. nsusi turismul, motor economic
imuabil pana acum, va trebui regandit in aceastd
noua paradigmd. Socialul Tn acest nou context
devine din ce Tn ce mai precar, insa prin innadirea
mai multor mijloace de cercetare si de raportare,
solutiile vor fi gasite.

Argumentez ca schimbarea de paradigma este
imperios necesara. Si intrucat spatiul construit si cel
neconstruit isi modifica statutul, creativitatea va
reiesi, pe de o parte din talentul de a imbina diferite
perspective, in care omul sa ramana totusi central, si
abilitatea creatorului de a se descentra de propriul
sine si de a vedea prin ochii celorlalti lumea. lar
pentru aceasta este nevoie de o abordare empatica.

Concluzii

Antropologia si arhitectura reprezintd, impreuna,
calea prin care omul si locul reintrd in contact.
Aceasta abordare nu doar confera garantiile unei
imbunatatiri atat a spatiilor construite, cat si a vietii
sociale, economice si culturale a cetatenilor, ci si o
cale prin care inovatiile tehnologice pot fi folosite nu
doar ca entertainment, ci ca noud lentild prin care
virtualul devine noul spatiu construit (in folosul larg
al comunitatilor).

Arhitectura este despre bunastarea oamenilor, insa
pentru ca aceasta bundstare sa nu ramana doar la

(either the current one or another one), the
technological help is incommensurable. What now
seems like an online exercise tomorrow will become
reality. Since restaurants, museums, clubs,
conference spaces, office buildings will look
different, only the interdisciplinarity will be able to
show us what this means and how this different
looks. Tourism itself, an immutable economic engine
so far, will have to be rethought in this new
paradigm. The social in this new context is becoming
more and more precarious, but by splicing many
means of research and relate, solutions will be
found.

| argue that a paradigm shift is imperative. And as
the built and unbuilt space changes its status,
creativity will emerge, on the one hand from the
talent to combine different perspectives, in which
the human remains yet central, and the ability of the
creator to decentralize himself and see through the
eyes of the other world. And this requires an
empathetic approach.

Conclusions

Anthropology and architecture together represent
the way through which the human and the place
come back into contact. This approach not only
provides guarantees for an improvement of both
built spaces and the social, economic and cultural
life of citizens but also a way for technological
innovations to be used not only as entertainment
but as a new lens through which the virtual becomes
the newly built space (for the benefit of the
communities).

Architecture is about people's well-being, but for
this well-being not to remain only at a "theoretical"
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stadiul ,teoretic”, asocierea dintre ,urbs” si ,civitas”
(Webber, 1967) trebuie refdcuta, caci a construi
cladiri inseamna a construi indirect oameni. lar
pentru aceasta e nevoie de intelegerea ecologiei
unui spatiu. Analiza interactiunii dintre organisme si
mediul lor de viata, precum si cea dintre spatii si
fenomene sociale, precum cea efectuata de Klaebe,
Adkins, Foth si Hearn (2009), poate oferi raspunsuri
n cercetarea producerii sociale a spatiilor.

Izolarea la domiciliu, distantarea fizica si sociala si
alte restrictii impuse de COVID-19 reprezinta in
argumentul meu o ilustrare a modului in care ceea
ce era adevdrat ieri, astazi se clatina si maine nu va
mai fi valabil. lar interdisciplinaritatea implica tocmai
avantajul de a nu cadea prada vreunei perspective
unilaterale, de a limita, pe cat posibil, iatrogenia.

Am deschis un spatiu de dialog despre spatiul
construit care nu este construit in sine pentru sine,
ci trebuie s3 aibda un scop care 1i depaseste
coordonatele spatiale si functiile primare. in spatele
oricarei constructii se ascund angrenaje mult mai
mari, in care fiecare parghie activatd, desi pare de
necrezut, are efecte imprevizibile (efectul papillon).
Arhitectura, prin urmare, nu este doar o disciplina
care presupune manevrarea materialelor fintr-o
formd sau alta, ci Tmbinarea materialului cu
imaterialul si conferirea unui spatiu prielnic vietii.
Modul in care viata se va desfdsura poate fi cercetat
printr-o abordare interdisciplinara. Mendes, Sa si
Cabral (2017) prezinta dezbaterile actuale pe tema
relatiei dintre arhitectura si stiinte sociale, punand
accent pe cercetarea si practicile inter- si
multidisciplinare.

stage, the association between "urbs" and "civitas"
(Webber, 1967) must be rebuilt, because rising
buildings means indirectly building people. And for
that, one needs to understand the ecology of space.
The analysis of the interaction between organisms
and their living environment, as well as that
between spaces and social phenomena, such as that
carried out by Klaebe, Adkins, Foth and Hearn
(2009), can provide answers in researching the
social production of spaces.

Isolation at home, physical and social distancing and
other restrictions imposed by COVID-19 are, in my
argument, an illustration of how what was true
yesterday, today is shaken and tomorrow will no
longer be valid. And interdisciplinarity implies
precisely the advantage of not falling prey to any
unilateral perspective, of limiting, as much as
possible, iatrogenesis.

We have opened a space for dialogue about the built
space that is not built for itself but must have a
purpose that goes beyond its spatial coordinates and
primary functions. Behind any construction are
hidden much larger gears, in which each activated
lever, although it seems unbelievable, has
unpredictable effects (the butterfly effect).
Architecture, therefore, is not just a discipline that
involves handling materials in one form or another,
but combining the material with the immaterial and
conceding a life favorable space. The way life will
unfold can be researched through an
interdisciplinary approach. Mendes, Sa and Cabral
(2017) present the current debates on the
relationship between architecture and social
sciences, focusing on inter- and pluridisciplinary
research and practices.
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Bineinteles ca aceasta lucrare reprezintd doar o
secventa dintr-o discutie mult mai largd, insd odata
dialogul initiat, imi afirm increderea ca arhitectura si
antropologia, se vor aseza coerent si durabil intr-o

Of course, this paper is just a sequence from a much
broader discussion, but once the dialogue is
initiated, | affirm my confidence that architecture
and anthropology will coherently and sustainably be

fundatie sandtoasa. placed on a healthy foundation.
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1 performed space — conceptualizare care se referd la constructia sociald a spatiului ca locus de producere identitara; in
antropologie, spatiul este ambianta plastica in care rolul de creatori le revine actorilor umani si nonumani/

Performed space — concept that refers to the social construct of space as “locus” of identity production; in anthropology, the
space is the plastic atmosphere in which the role of creators belongs to human and nonhuman actors.

2 Capacitatea mediata sociocultural de a actiona

3 Nu exista o traducere perfectd in limba romand, insa definirea conceptului se poate face prin punerea laolalta a unor termeni
precum malign, vicios, complicat
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