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Rezumat

Mediul urban contemporan este un tesut complex de
configuratii spatiale care contribuie la identitatea si
atmosfera locala. Cercetarea exploreaza interactiunea
dintre experienta si expresia spatiilor urbane publice,
pentru a evidentia importanta lor in viata orasului. Felul
in care valorile existentiale sunt exprimate cu ajutorul
detaliilor spatiale este subliniat de modul in care este
accentuata perceptia spatiului. Prin diverse practici de
modelare a spatiului public, suntidentificate doua categorii
principale: cele concentrate pe morfologia urbana si cele
centrate pe functionalitate.

Cinci studii de caz din Tarile de Jos (Groningen, Enschede,
Almere, Tilburg si Rotterdam) demonstreaza diversitatea
strategiilor arhitecturale si urbane. Pentru a crea spatii
publice atractive si functionale, analizam scara spatiala,
limitele, textura si configuratia spatiala in ceea ce priveste
adaptabilitatea si relatiile cu cotidianul.

Summary

The contemporary urban environment is a complex web of
spatial configurations that contribute to the local identity
and atmosphere. The research explores the interplay
between the experience and expression of public urban
spaces, to highlight their importance in city life. The way
in which exssential values are expressed through spatial
detail is underlined by the way in which the perception of
space is emphasised. Through various practices of shaping
the public space, two main categories are identified: those
focused on urban morphology and those focused on
functionality.

Five case studies from the Netherlands (Groningen,
Enschede, Almere, Tilburg and Rotterdam) demonstrate
the diversity of the architectural and urban strategies.
To create attractive and functional public spaces, we
analyse the spatial scale, boundaries, texture and spatial
configuration in terms of adaptability and relations to the
everyday life.
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Studiul analizeaza, de asemenea, forma si categoriile
pietelor, precum piata conectata, piata inchisa si piata
amorfa. Astfel, este evidentiata dimensiunea spatiala in
abordari arhitecturale si functionale specifice. Limitele
spatiului marcheaza o contributie la dinamica locului si
caracterul distinctiv al spatiului public. In cele trei situatii,
subspatiile urbane sunt caracterizate de diviziunea spatiala,
care este conceputa pentru a consolida identitatea si a
reduce scara locului prin diviziuni strategice.

Cuvinte cheie: piata urbang, configuratie, perceptie, Tarile de Jos

Introducere

Pe fondul cresterii populatiei si a cererii crescute, Tarile de
Jos adopta politici de reevaluare a spatiilor publice (Rutte,
2016), avand in vedere reducerea efectelor industriei
auto. Acest aspect pune in prim-plan calitatea spatiului
adresat pietonului, crescand semnificatia pietelor urbane.
Transformarea spatiilor publice in camere de zi urbane
(Faneshyar, 2020) incurajeaza conectivitatea, interactiunea
si legaturile sociale, esentiale ca locuri de intalnire si
participare la viata orasului, asigurand o utilizare eficienta
a spatiului.

Spatiile publice devin esentiale in peisajul urban, depasind
limitele simplului plan urbanistic. Pietele urbane,
caracterizate prin versatilitate si diversitate, nu doar
gazduiesc activitati economice, ci si evenimente culturale,
contribuind la Tmbunatatirea calitatii vietii in oras.
Aceste spatii, ancorate in norme definitorii, influenteaza
interactiunea complexa dintre concepte, arhitectura si
practici. Definirea locului, tratat ca un proces integrat in
dezvoltarea instrumentelor de lucru ale arhitecturii si
urbanismului, devine esentiala pentru modelarea unor
orase echilibrate si atragatoare.

The study also analyzes the form and categories of squares,
such as the connected square, the closed square and the
amorphous square. Thus, the spatial dimension in specific
architectural and functional approaches is highlighted.
Spatial boundaries mark a contribution to the dynamics of
place and the distinctiveness of public space. In all three
situations, urban subspaces are characterised by spatial
division, which is designed to reinforce identity and reduce
the scale of the place through strategic divisions.

Key words: urban square, configuration, perception, Netherlands

Introduction

As a response to the population growth and increased
demand for public space, the Netherlands adopts policies
to reassess public spaces (Rutte, 2016), considering the
reduction of the impact of the significance of urban
squares. Transforming public spacesinto urban livingrooms
(Faneshyar, 2020) encourages connectivity, interaction, and
social ties, essential as meeting places and participation in
city life, ensuring efficient use of space.

Public spaces have become essential in the urban
landscape, surpassing the limits of mere urban planning.
Urban squares, characterized by versatility and diversity,
not only host economic activities but also cultural events,
contributing to improving the quality of life in the city.
These spaces, anchored in defining norms, influence the
complex interaction between concepts, architecture, and
practices. Defining the place, treated as an integrated
process in the development of architecture and urban
planning tools, becomes essential for shaping balanced
and attractive cities.
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Atunci cand se alege modul de proiectare a pietelor
publice, apar doua abordari principale: una care
prioritizeaza morfologia urbana si alta care pune accentul
pe functionalitate ca factor cheie in definirea unei noi
tipologii. Pietele urbane olandeze sunt modelate printr-o
abordare contextuala care armonizeaza principiile de
design urban cu nevoile socio-culturale, fiind ancorate
in strategii de placemaking centrate pe om. Cele cinci
studii de caz selectate ilustreaza diversitatea functiilor
administrative si culturale din cadrul orasului, care sunt
integrate in definirea formei spatiale. Astfel, spatiul public
se desfasoara in raport cu o institutie reprezentativa,
crednd un centru fizic pentru oras.

Modelarea dinamica a spatiilor urbane pornind de la
contextul social si pana la concepte si teorii arhitectural-
urbanistice, reprezinta un subiect de interes constant,
datoritd naturii sale evolutive. In tesatura urbang, pietele
publice devin puncte focale Tn reteaua de spatii publice
(lonitd, 2020). Golurile din tesutul urban devin elemente
vitale in dezvoltarea comportamentelor sociale si a
valorilor spatiale. Drept urmare, domeniul public, spatiile
publice si pietele urbane sunt considerate cele mai sociale
locuri ale orasului si li se atribuie caracterul de elemente
definitorii pentru identitatea urbana, descrise de Lynch ca
puncte conceptuale de ancorare in orasele noastre (Lynch,
1960).

Aceasta cercetare isi propune sa defineasca conceptul
de ,spatiu conceput” prin examinarea caracteristicilor
stilistice si spatiale ale reprezentarilor particulare din
mediile urbane contemporane. Studiul exploreaza principii
legate de notiunea de locin contextul urban, cu accent pe o
abordare multi-scalara care subliniaza dimensiunea umana
a perceptiei, puterea de atractie si scara absoluta (Laven et
al, 2017). Prin utilizarea unor instrumente compozitionale
si dimensionale, cercetarea asigura o intelegere completa
si integrarea aspectelor tridimensionale ale spatiului in
analiza.

When choosing how to design public squares, two primary
approaches emerge: one that prioritizes urban morphology
and another that emphasizes functionality as the key
factor in defining a new typology. Dutch urban squares are
shaped by a contextual approach that harmonizes urban
design principles with socio-cultural needs, rooted in
human-centered placemaking strategies. The five selected
case studies illustrate the diversity of administrative and
cultural functions within the city, which are integrated into
the spatial form’s definition. Thus, public space unfolds in
relation to a representative institution, creating a physical
center for the city.

The dynamics shaping urban spaces, from social context to
architectural-urbanistic concepts and theories, represent a
subject of constant interest due to its evolutionary nature.
In the urban fabric, public squares become focal points
in the network of public spaces (lonita, 2020). The voids
in the city become vital elements in the development of
social behaviors and spatial values. As a result, the public
domain, public spaces, and urban squares are considered
the most social places of the city and they are attributed
the character of defining elements of urban identity,
described by Lynch as conceptual anchor points in our
cities (Lynch, 1960).

This research proposal aims to define the concept of
,conceived space” by examining the stylistic and spatial
characteristics of particular representations within
contemporary urban environments. The study explores
principles related to the notion of place in the urban
context, with a focus on a multi-scalar approach that
emphasizes the human dimension of perception, the
power of attraction, and absolute scale (Laven et al,, 2017).
Through the use of compositional and dimensional tools,
the research ensures that the three-dimensional aspects
of space are thoroughly understood and integrated into
the analysis.
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Cercetarea combina metode in situ cu studii teoretice,
imprumutand principii din fenomenologie pentru a
acoperi golurile dintre reprezentarea estetica si experienta
multisenzoriala a spatiilor urbane. Kevin Lynch ofera o
definitie a pietelor in contextul elementelor spatiale,
subliniind ca ,de obicei va fi pavatd, inconjurata de
structuri cu densitate mare si delimitata de strazi” (Lynch,
1981, p. 443). Pe de altd parte, Robert Krier (1979) acorda
0 atentie speciala procesului de redefinire conceptuala a
pietei, abordand aspecte precum amplasarea si functiile
emergente, cu scopul de a stabili si mentine un flux
constant de activitate. Fiecare dintre acestea poate fi
abordat folosind mai multe criterii, cum ar fi tipul de
activitati  desfasurate, scara, forma, limitele spatiale,
texturile, culorile, pavimentul, peisajul verde etc.

Studiul se limiteaza la conditiile socio-politice ale
momentului, acestea fiind susceptibile de flexibilitate in
timp, in functie de influente locale sau globale, precum si
de schimbari in imaginea orasului. In plus, se poate afirma
ca analiza poate fi extinsa pentru a include elemente
de detaliu si semiotica in dezvoltarea temei de studiu.
Lucrarea curentda abordeaza cinci studii de caz (Fig. 1),
selectate pentru a evidentia diversitatea raspunsurilor
spatiale, influentate de contexte istorice si geografice

The research combines in situ methods with theoretical
studies, drawing on principles from phenomenology to
bridge the gaps between aesthetic representation and
the multisensory experience of urban spaces. Kevin Lynch
provides a definition of the squares in the context of
spatial elements, highlighting that "it will usually be paved,
surrounded by high density structures, and surrounded by
streets” (Lynch, 1981, p. 443). On the other hand, Robert
Krier (1979) pays special attention to the process of
conceptual redefinition of the square, addressing aspects
such as location and emerging functions, with the aim of
establishing and maintaining a constant flow of activity.
Each of them can be adressed using several criteria, such
as the type of activities performed, the scale, form, spatial
limits, textures, colors, pavements, the green landscape,
etc.

The study is limited to the socio-political conditions of
the moment, which are subject to flexibility over time,
depending on local or global influences, as well as changes
in the city’s image. Additionally, it can be argued that the
analysis can be expanded to include elements of detail
and semiotics in the development of the study topic. The
current work addresses five case studies (Fig. 1), selected to
highlight the diversity of spatial responses, influenced by
various historical and geographical contexts.

Fig. 1. Localizarea studiilor de caz pe harta Tarilor de Jos/ Location of the case
studies on the map of the Netherlands.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author
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v

Experienta

si expresie
Studii asupra pietelor urbane definesc doua categorii:
cele care pun un accent deosebit pe forma urbana si cele
care se concentreaza pe functiune ca element esential in
definirea noilor tipologii. (Kostof, 1922). O abordare critica
subliniaza modul n care acestea sunt evocate simultan,
intr-un spatiu unic, prin reprezentari detaliate, structuri
si materiale specifice. Pentru a oferi o interpretare, este
important ca fondul construit sa fie recunoscut ca o
entitate ontologica, organizata ierarhic, care transcende
functiunea si estetica printr-o multitudine de semnificatii
(Frampton, 2015). Astfel, este favorizata o Tintelegere
nuantata a arhitecturii ca entitate vie, care interactioneaza
cu prezenta umana fizica.

Activitati de baza si secundare

Activitatile cotidiene definesc profilul spatiului neconstruit,
prin  caracteristici  sociale, simbolice, arhitecturale,
economice si ecologice. Tipurile de spatii publice care
acorda prioritate functionalitatii includ pietele culturale,
destinate evenimentelor si cladirilor culturale precum
teatrele, cinematografele si muzeele, atragand oamenii
in diferite momente ale zilei. Acest lucru asigura un flux
constant de activitati si maximizeaza utilizarea spatiului
public.

Pietele de comert sunt locuri de intalnire si interactiune
care ofera oportunitati pentru tranzactii comerciale si nu
numai. Ele se caracterizeaza prin prezenta magazinelor si
a serviciilor publice, care adesea au un caracter temporar
sau amovibil, oferind astfel flexibilitate sporita in utilizarea
spatiului. Laturile pietei au tendinta de a servi functiuni
diferite, adapostind activitati comerciale, inclusiv cafenele,
terase si restaurante si promovand activitati economice.

O alta componenta importanta in cadrul comunitatii locale
o reprezinta piata cu caracter non-comercial. Plasata in
proximitatea unor spatii civice cu functiuni religioase sau

Experience and Expression

Studies on urban squares define two categories: those that
place a particular emphasis on urban form and those that
focus on function, as an essential element in defining new
typologies (Kostof, 1922). A critical approach emphasizes
how these are simultaneously evoked in a singular space
through detailed representations, structures, and specific
materials. To provide an interpretation, it is important for
the built environment to be recognized as an ontological
entity, organized hierarchically, which transcends
function and aesthetics through a multitude of meanings
(Frampton, 2015). Thus, it favors a nuanced understanding
of architecture as a living entity, interacting with physical
human presence.

Primary and Secondary Activities

Daily activities define the profile of the unbuilt space
through social and symbolic, architectural, economic, and
ecological characteristics. Types of public spaces that
prioritize functionality include cultural squares, designed
for events and cultural buildings such as theaters,
cinemas, and museums, attracting people at various times
of the day. This ensures a constant flow of activities and
maximizes the use of public space.

Market squares are places of meeting and interaction that
provide opportunities for commercial transactions and
more. They are characterized by the presence of shops
and public services, which often have a temporary or
movable nature, thus offering increased flexibility in space
utilization. The sides of the market tend to serve different
functions, housing commercial activities, including cafes,
terraces, and restaurants, promoting economic activities.

Another important component within the local community
is the non-commercial square. Located in proximity to civic
spaces with religious or political-administrative functions,
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politico-administrative, aceasta incurajeaza dezvoltarea
relatiilor sociale si coeziunea comunitara. Cele 5 studii de
caz alese reprezinta diversitatea asocierilor administrative,
respectiv culturale, incorporate in articularea formei
spatiale (Frampton, 2015). Spatiul public se desfasoard in
relatie cu o institutie de reprezentare si creeaza un centru
fizic al orasului.

Evolutia orasului Groningen este marcata de tranzitia de la
o fortareata medievala la un oras concentrat pe extinderea
si reinnoirea zonelor rezidentiale si de recreere, pastrand
totodata echilibrul ntre caracterul istoric si nevoile
urbane contemporane. Incepand cu sfarsitul anilor 1970,
centrul orasului a fost restructurat prin reducerea traficului
auto, facand zona mai prietenoasa pentru pietoni si mai
vibranta.

Grote Markt, identificata ca piata emblematica incepand
cu anul 1850, reprezinta un spatiu public vital in tesutul
orasului (Fig. 2). Este considerata centrul spatial al orasului,
dedicat desfasurarii activitatilor politice, facilitarii vietii
publice si promovarii celebrarilor colective. Aceasta

serveste ca loc pentru desfasurarea activitatilor economice
fundamentale, atat permanente, cat si temporare, pentru
ca orasul sa mentina o atmosfera vibranta in centrul sau
istoric, atragdnd comunitatea locala si turistii, ntr-un
spatiu urban extins.

it encourages the development of social relationships
and community cohesion. The five selected case studies
represent the diversity of administrative and cultural
associations incorporated in the articulation of spatial
form (Frampton, 2015). Public space unfolds in relation to
a representative institution and creates a physical center
of the city.

Groningen’s evolution is marked by the transition from
a medieval fortress to a city focused on expanding and
rejuvenating its residential and recreational areas while
preserving the balance between historical character and
contemporary urban needs. Since the late 1970s, the
city center has been restructured by reducing car traffic,
making the area more pedestrian-friendly and vibrant.

Grote Markt, identified as an emblematic square since
1850, represents a vital public space in the city’s fabric (Fig.
2). It is considered the spatial center of the city, dedicated
to conducting political activities, facilitating public life,
and promoting collective celebrations. It serves as a venue
for fundamental economic activities, both permanent and
temporary, to maintain a vibrant atmosphere in its historic
center, attracting the local community and tourists in an
extended urban space.

Fig. 2. Grote Markt, reprezentare schematica a fondului construit, in proximitatea
primdriei din Groningen. / Grote Markt square, schematic representation of the
built environment, near Groningen’s town hall.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author
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Tn Enschede, dupa prabusirea industriei textile, activitatea
economica la scara mica a crescut, creand un amestec
divers de functii in locuinte, pe parcele si pe strada.
Oude Markt, printr-o sinergie arhitecturala, realizeaza o
conexiune semnificativa intre trei tipologii distincte de
spatii, functionand in mod intrinsec ca o anticamera pentru
biserica adiacenta (Fig. 3). Prin plasarea sa strategica, in
anul 1965 piata devine un spatiu ce incurajeaza tranzactiile
economice si conexiunile pietonale. Fluiditatea miscarii
in cadrul spatiului urban adauga un strat suplimentar de
complexitate functionald, conectand poli ai activitatilor
informale prin strazi comerciale.

Piata Stadhuisplein ofera doua tipuri de spatii publice,
utilizate ncepand cu anul 2013 (Fig. 4). Prima se afla la
nivelul solului si reprezinta un spatiu deschis, destinat
sa adune activitatea zilnica a oamenilor n centrul
administrativ al orasului. Denumit si foaier corporativ
(Marcus & Francis, 1998, p. 21), zona deschisa in fata
unor cladiri de mari dimensiuni intermediaza circulatii
verticale inspre terasa primariei, catre un spatiu public
elevat. Cea de-a doua categorie de spatiu public se afla
la nivelul elevat, pe acoperisul primariei. Impreund, cele
doua formeaza unul dintre punctele focale ale activitatilor
economice asociate cladirilor culturale si administrative
din proximitate.

In Enschede, following the collapse of the textile industry,
the small scale economic activity developed, creating
a large mix of functions in the homes, on the plots and
on sthe street. Oude Markt, through architectural synergy,
achieves a significant connection between three distinct
typologies of spaces, functioning intrinsically as an
entry space to the adjacent church (Fig. 3). Based on its
strategic placement, in 1965, Oude Markt becomes a space
that encourages economic transactions and pedestrian
connections. The fluidity of movement within the urban
space adds an additional layer of functional complexity,
connecting poles of informal activities through commercial
streets.

Fig. 3. Piata Oude Markt, reprezentare schematicd a fondului construit, n
proximitatea primariei din Enschede. / Oude Markt, schematic representation of
the built environment, near Enschede’s town hall.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author

The Stadhuisplein square offers two types of public spaces,
utilized since 2013 (Fig. 4). The first is at ground level and
represents an open space designed to gather the daily
activity of people in the administrative center of the city.
Also known as a corporate foyer (Marcus & Francis, 1998, p.
21), the open area in front of large buildings intermediates
vertical circulation towards the terrace of the town hall,
leading to an elevated public space. The second category
of public space is at an elevated level, on the roof of
the town hall. Together, the two form one of the focal
points of economic activities associated with cultural and
administrative buildings nearby.
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Fig. 4. Piata Stadhuisplein, reprezentare schematica a fondului construit,
in proxmutatea primariei din  Almere./ Stadhuisplein square, schematic
representation of the built environment, near Almere’s city hall.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author

Cresterea rapida a orasului Tilburg, de la un oras agricol la
un important centru al industriei textile, a dus la cresterea
populatiei si la expansiunea urbana intr-un timp scurt.
Declinul post-industrial al orasului cunoaste multiple
etape de conversie a fondului construit si neconstruit
intr-un centru cultural si tehnologic, pastrandu-si trecutul
industrial in peisajul urban. Pasajul Willem Il este un traseu
public important pentru biciclete si pietoni, iar din 2017
face legatura intre centrul istoric al orasului Tilburg si zona
reamenajata De Sporzone, de-a lungul liniei de cale ferata
(Fig. 5). Mixitatea functionald rezultatd asigura, pe langa
transport, spatii amenajate in fosta zona industriala a
orasului ce ofera si un cadru pentru evenimente culturale si
nevoi sociale. Contextul urban al orasului Rotterdam a fost
modelat de mostenirea sa maritima si de reconstructiile
de dupa razboi. Reconstructile moderniste radicale,
care pun accent pe spatiul public, au creat un skyline
remarcabil, diversitate culturala si planificare urbana
experimentala. Caracterul orasului de hub comercial
continua sa influenteze nevoia de a avea un centru
dinamic al comertului. Zona City Lounge din Rotterdam
este un concept menit sa ofere un loc de intalnire, cazare si

Fig. 5. De Spoorzone, reprezentare schematicd a fondului construit, in proximitatea
caii ferate din Tilburg./ De Spoorzone, schematic representation of the built
environment, near the railway line in Tilburg.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author

Tilburg's rapid growth from an agrary village to a significant
hub for the textile industry increased the city’s population
and led to urban expansion in a short amount of time. The
post-industrial decline of the city goes through multiple
conversions phases of the built and un-built fabric, into a
center for culture and technology, preserving its industrial
past in the urban landscape. The Willem Il Passage is an
important public route for bicycles and pedestrians, and
since 2017, it connects the historic center of Tilburg with
the renovated De Spoorzone area along the railway line
(Fig. 5). The resulting mixed-used buildings ensure, besides
transportation, spaces arranged in the city’'s former
industrial area that also provide a setting for cultural events
and social needs. Rotterdam’s urban context was shaped
by its maritime heritage and post-war reconstructions.
Radical modernist rebuildings, emphasizing public
space, created its striking skyline, cultural diversity, and
experimental urban planning. The city’s character as a
trade hub continues to influence the need for a dynamic
center of commerce. The City Lounge area in Rotterdam is
a concept designed to provide a meeting, accommodation,
and relaxation space for both residents and tourists. As
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relaxare atat pentru rezidenti, cat si pentru turisti. Ca parte
a strategiei de dezvoltare urbana a orasului Rotterdam, se
concentreaza pe crearea de spatii publice care stimuleaza
interactiunea sociala si activitatile culturale (Arends, 2019).
Introducerea acestui concept se reflecta in modificari fizice
in structura urbana, prin proiectarea atenta a spatiilor
publice precum bulevarde, piete si zone de agrement,
pentru a imbunatati calitatea experientei urbane pietonale
si pentru a oferi servicii publice (Fig. 6).

Integrarea fizica

Configuratia spatiala influenteaza experienta utilizatorilor
si modeleaza modul Tn care acestia interactioneaza in
mediul urban. Dimensiunea umana reprezinta un element
esential in procesul de configurare, deoarece omul este
obiectul care confera senzatie spatiului. Pietele urbane
care permit circulatii limitate pot fi izolate prin intermediul
cladirilor, cum este cazul in Enschede, sau prin diferente
semnificative deinaltime, cum seintamplain Almere. Atunci
cand activitatea din domeniul public se concentreaza
in jurul unui obiect de arhitectura, rezulta zone urbane
distincte care devin puncte de referinta semnificative
pentru comunitatea locala, acordand astfel arhitecturii un
statut de singularitate in cadrul tesutului urban, precum in
Groningen. De asemenea, intersectia si asocierea fluxurilor
de circulatie, asa cum se Tntampla in Rotterdam, genereaza
o dinamica a sistemelor de spatii publice.

part of Rotterdam’s urban development strategy, it focuses
on creating public spaces that stimulate social interaction
and cultural activities (Arends, 2019). The introduction of
this concept is reflected in physical changes in the urban
structure, through the careful design of public spaces such
as boulevards, squares, and recreational areas, to enhance
the quality of the pedestrian urban experience and to
provide public services (Fig. 6).

Fig. 6. Piata City Lounge, reprezentare schematica a fondului construit,
in~ proximitatea primdriei din Rotterdam./ City Lounge square, schematic
representation of the built environment, near Rotterdam'’s city hall.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author

Physical Integration

The spatial configuration influences users’ experience and
shapes how they interactin the urban environment. Human
scale represents an essential element in the configuration
process because humans are the subjects that give space
its sensation. Urban squares that allow limited circulation
can be isolated by buildings, as is the case in Enschede, or
by significant height differences, as in Almere. When public
activity focuses around an architectural object, distinct
urban zones result, which become significant landmarks
for the local community, thus granting architecture a status
of singularity within the urban fabric, as seen in Groningen.
Additionally, the intersection and association of circulation
flows, as in Rotterdam, generate a dynamic of public space
systems.
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Scara

Determinarile date de Tnaltimea si volumul cladirilor din
jur creeaza proportii care se potrivesc cu dimensiunea
umana, asigurand astfel o experienta echilibrata. Divizarea
spatiala din Rotterdam reflecta eforturi intentionate
pentru a crea teritorii distincte in cadrul acestor zone
urbane. Tn contextul designului urban, divizarea spatiului
serveste ca mijloc de stabilire a unui sentiment de
teritoriu pentru fiecare zona rezultata. Astfel, se disting
caracteristici functionale, cu rol important in imbunatatirea
sentimentului de apropiere fata de loc pentru vizitatori,
permitandu-le sa navigheze si sa experimenteze mediul
urban intr-un mod personalizat. Campul arhitectural, ca
element cheie in aceasta divizare spatiala, influenteaza
scara perceputa a unei piete, modeleaza impresiile vizuale
si raspunsurile psihologice ale vizitatorilor. Divizarea
spatiala in Grote Markt, Oude Markt si Tilburg Spoorzone
imbunatateste experienta urbana in ansamblu, creand
subspatii particulare in cadrul tesutului urban extins. Grote
Markt este un exemplu de piata urbana care impresioneaza
prin dimensiunile sale generoase, cu o proportie de
51 (Latime:dnaltime). Caracteristicile arhitecturale ale
cladirilor din jur contribuie la intensificarea unei impresii
monumentale. Prin intermediul acestor aspecte, vizitatorii
sunt susceptibili sa perceapa o atmosfera de deschidere
si expansiune, reflectand astfel magnitudinea spatiului
inconjurator (Fig. 7).

Scale

Determinations given by the height and volume of
surrounding buildings create proportions in relation to
the human scale, thus ensuring a balanced experience.
The intentional spatial division in Rotterdam reflects
intentional efforts to create distinct territories within these
urban areas. In the context of urban design, spatial division
serves as a means to establish a sense of territory for each
resulting zone. Consequently, functional characteristics are
distinguished, playing an important role in enhancing the
sense of attachment to the place for visitors, allowing them
to navigate and experience the urban environment in a
personalized way. The architectural field, as a key element
in this spatial division, influences the perceived scale of a
square, shaping the visual impressions and psychological
responses of visitors. The spatial division in Grote Markt,
Oude Markt, and Tilburg Spoorzone enhances the overall
urban experience, creating particular subspaces within the
extended urban fabric. Grote Markt is an example of an
urban square that impresses with its generous dimensions,
with a proportion of 51 (Width:Height). The architectural
features of the surrounding buildings contribute to
intensifying a monumental impression. Through these
aspects, visitors are likely to perceive an atmosphere of
openness and expansiveness, reflecting the magnitude of
the surrounding space (Fig. 7).

Fig. 7. Grote Markt, perspectiva catre primaria din Groningen. Oamenii locuiesc spatiul prin activitti economice efemere si impun un tip de administrare informala
a orasului./ Grote Markt, view towards Groningen's town hall. People inhabit the space through ephemeral economic activities and impose a type of informal city

management. Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author
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Tn comparatie, Oude Markt se diferentiaza prin arhitectura
pitoreasca si spatii semi-publice, incorporate n elevatii
lungi si compacte ale cladirilor, ce inchid spatiul si confera
0 scara mai intima (Fig. 8). Aceste caracteristici ofera
vizitatorilor senzatia de apropiere fata de loc, contribuind
astfel la o experientd apropiatd de scara umana. In
ceea ce priveste De Spoorzone, integrarea elementelor
precum parcuri, spatii verzi si cladiri renovate constituie
o abordare ce contribuie la diversitatea si adaptabilitatea
scarii spatiale in functie de nevoile comunitatii. Aceasta
conceptie urbanistica incurajeaza o scara spatiala care sa
reflecte versatilitatea si schimbarea in evolutie a mediului
urban. Dispunerea liniara, atat a pasajului (Fig. 9), cat si a
spatiilor publice anexe cladirilor, dar si lipsa mobilierului
urban, determinda o dinamica directionatd, propunand
vizitatorilor o traversare continua.

Forma

Grote Markt din Groningen, situata intr-un mediu urban
dens, poate fi asimilata tipologiei de piata dreptunghiulara,
caracterizata de spatii distincte si bine definite de pozitia
unui element principal, care se intersecteaza pentru a forma
un ansamblu coeziv. Similar, Oude Markt prezinta trasaturi
ale unui tip de piata care nu are o forma determinata sau
un contur precis, dar unde spatiile interconectate contribuie
la compozitia generald a pietei. In ceea ce priveste
Stadhuisplein din Almere, acesta poate fiinterpretat ca o piata
dreptunghiulara inchisa, traversata de circulatii pietonale.
Conformata ca o enclava in oras (Fig. 10), cel mai important
rol in interactiunea sociala este atribuit componentei de
accesibilitate. Pentru De Spoorzone, flexibilitatea fondului
construit formeaza un pasaj lung si spatii deschise Tn jurul
cladirii, predispuse la situatii climatice care nu pot fi controlate,
precum vanturi puternice. In ceea ce priveste City Lounge din
Rotterdam, caracteristicile sale moderne si designul urban
inovator potincadra aceasta piata in categoria amorfa, avand
o forma neregulata si neconventionala, in care spatiul nu este
definit rigid de linii drepte sau forme geometrice traditionale.

In comparison, Oude Markt differentiates itself through
picturesque architecture and semi-public spaces,
incorporated within long and compact elevations of
buildings that enclose the space and provide a more
intimate scale (Fig. 8). These features give visitors a sense of
closeness to the place, thus contributing to an experience
closer to the human scale. Regarding De Spoorzone, the
integration of elements such as parks, green spaces,
and renovated buildings constitutes an approach that
contributes to the diversity and adaptability of spatial
scale according to the community’s needs. This urban
design concept encourages a spatial scale that reflects the
versatility and evolving nature of the urban environment.
The linear arrangement, both of the pedestrian underpass
(Fig. 9) and the axis public spaces between buildings, as
well as the absence of urban furniture, create a dynamic
directional flow, proposingto visitors a continuous passage.

Form

Grote Markt in Groningen, located in a dense urban
environment, can be assimilated to a rectangular market
type, characterized by distinct spaces well defined by the
position of a still element, intersecting to form a cohesive
ensemble. Similarly, Oude Markt exhibits features of a square
type that lacks a determined shape or precise outline, but
where interconnected spaces contribute to the overall
composition of the square. Regarding Stadhuisplein in
Almere, it can be interpreted as a closed rectangular square
traversed by pedestrian pathways. Configured as a spatial
enclave within the city (Fig. 10), the most significant role in
social interaction is attributed to the accessibility component.
As for De Spoorzone, the flexibility of the built environment
shapes a long passage and open spaces around the building,
susceptible to uncontrollable weather conditions such as
strong winds. In the case of City Lounge in Rotterdam, its
modern features and innovative urban design categorize this
square as amorphous, with an irregular and unconventional
form, where space is not rigidly defined by straight lines or
traditional geometric shapes.
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Fig. 8. Oude Markt, perspectiva inspre primaria din Enschede. Artere de circulatie in jurul cladirii reprezentative adapostesc servicii si activitati cotidiene./ Oude Markt,
view towards Enschede's town hall. Arteries of circulation around the representative building accommodate services and daily activities.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author

il ”W

Fig.9. Piata Spoorzone, perspectiva inspre pasajul pietonal, legatura pe sub calea ferata intre cartiere ale orasului si zona industriala./ De Spoorzone square, view
towards the pedestrian underpass, connecting neighborhoods of the city and the industrial area beneath the railway.

Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author

Fig. 10. Piata Stadhuisplein, perspectiva inspre primdria si biblioteca din Almere./ Stadhuisplein square, view towards Almere’s town hall and library.
Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author
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Limite spatiale

Marginile unei cladiri ofera dinamica intre interior si
exterior, deoarece delimiteaza si definesc un anumit
profil spatial. Acestea reprezinta frontiere, dar contribuie
semnificativ si la caracteristicile unice ale locului,
marcandu-i intrarea in lumea larga (Casey, 1996). Pietele
sunt caracterizate de limitele definite de fundalul construit
si artere de circulatie. Caracteristicile limitelor difera de la
prezenta cladirilor publice, comerciale si culturale, care
definesc perimetrul spatiului de piata, pana la activitati cu
un caracter comercial. Tn aceasta situatie, limitele pot fi
marcate fizic cu structuri temporare, pavilioane sau cladiri
special destinate comertului.

Pe langa activitatile comerciale, intalnim tot mai des
terasele si spatiile verzi ca activitati in jurul cladirilor (Fig.
11). Spatiile publice pot fi integrate intr-un circuit de tranzit,
unde activitatile comerciale si sociale se desfasoara in
jurul cladirilor sau in proximitatea acestora, contribuind
la dinamica locului. In ansamblu, aceste piete reprezinta
noduri centrale in comunitatile care le modeleaza, Tnspre
care converg interactiunea sociala, activitatile culturale si
comertul, chiar si din afara spatiului definit.

Spatial Limits

The edges of a building provide dynamics between
interior and exterior, as they delineate and define a
particular spatial profile. They represent boundaries but
also significantly contribute to the unique characteristics
of the place, marking its entry into the broader world
(Casey, 1996). Squares are characterized by boundaries
defined by the built background and circulation arteries.
The features of these boundaries vary from the presence
of public, commercial, and cultural buildings, which define
the perimeter of the market space, to commercial activities
with a commercial character. In this context, boundaries
can be physically marked with temporary structures,
pavilions, or buildings specially designed for commerce.

In addition to commercial activities, we increasingly
encounter terraces and green spaces as activities around
buildings (Fig. 11). Public spaces can be integrated into a
transit circuit, where commercial and social activities take
place around or in proximity to buildings, contributing to
the dynamics of the place. Overall, these squares represent
central nodes in the communities that shape them, towards
which social interaction, cultural activities, and commerce
converge, even from outside the defined space.

Fig. 11. City Lounge, perspectiva inspre primaria din Rotterdam./ City Lounge, view towards Rotterdam’s city hall.
Sursa/ Source: Autorul/ The author
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Texturi

Pietele discutate se disting prin atenta utilizare a texturilor
si materialelor, contribuind la atmosfera si autenticitatea
specifica fiecarui spatiu public. Cladirile istorice din Grote
Markt sunt predominant construite din caramida rosie, o
caracteristica comuna in nordului Olandei, decorate cu
elemente traditionale, frontoane, arcade si ornamente
sculptate, elemente ce confera o senzatie de atemporalitate.
Pavajul din granit defineste o pardoseala urbana ce zonifica
spatiul prin schimbari subtile in stereotomie, pana la un
perimetru definit de arbori si vegetatie.

Oude Markt continua aceasta traditie, particularizand
spatiul prin utilizarea pietrei naturale pentru pavaj si
constructia predominanta din caramida a cladirilor.
Mobilierul urban, realizat din lemn si metal, adauga un
element traditional si rezistent la uzura. lluminatul public
continua sa defineasca atmosfera printr-un traseu ce
semnalizeaza zonele principale, completate de o vegetatie
nalta.

De Spoorzone se remarca prin utilizarea caramizii rosii in
constructii si pavajul din beton. Elementele decorative din
metal si lemn contribuie la expresia spatiului cultural si
creativ, pastrand n acelasi timp amprenta industriala a
trecutului sau. Mobilierul stradal este inlocuit de elemente
precum sinele de tren si cabluri suspendate, pentru a
pastra imaginea definitorie pentru loc.

Stadhuisplein Almere si City Lounge Rotterdam, proiectate
pentru a reprezenta locuri moderne de intalnire si relaxare,
utilizeaza materiale si texturi contemporane, elementele
decorative din metal si sticld creand o atmosfera urbana
moderna. Propunerile de amenajare urmaresc metode de
umbrire cu materiale naturale si echilibrarea suprafetei de
pavaj cu zone verzi pentru a preveni insulele urbane de
caldura.

Textures

The discussed squares are distinguished by the careful
use of textures and materials, contributing to the
atmosphere and authenticity specific to each public space.
The historical buildings in Grote Markt are predominantly
built from red brick, a common feature in the northern
Holland, decorated with traditional elements such as
gables, arcades, and carved ornaments, giving it a sense
of timelessness. Granite paving defines an urban floor that
zones the space through subtle changes in stereotomy, up
to a perimeter defined by trees and vegetation.

Oude Markt continues this tradition, individualizing the
space through the use of natural stone for paving and
predominantly brick construction of the buildings. Street
furniture made of wood and metal adds a traditional and
durable element. Public lighting continues to define the
atmosphere through a route that signals the main areas,
complemented by tall vegetation.

De Spoorzone stands out for the use of red brick in
construction and concrete paving. Decorative elements
made of metal and wood contribute to the expression of
the cultural and creative space, while still retaining the
industrial footprint of its past. Street furniture is replaced
by elements such as train tracks and suspended cables to
maintain the defining image for the location.

Stadhuisplein Almere and City Lounge Rotterdam, designed
to represent modern meeting and relaxation places, use
contemporary materials and textures, with decorative
elements made of metal and glass creating a modern
urban atmosphere. The landscaping proposals aim for
shading methods using natural materials and balancing
the pavement surface with green areas to prevent urban
heat islands.
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Concluzii

Intr-un peisaj urban in continua densificare, adaptarea
spatiilor publice devine esentiala pentru calitatea locuirii
oraselor. Noi politici urbane surprind transformari ale
spatiilor publice Tn adevarate centre urbane, cu accent pe
conectivitate, interactiune fizica si legaturi sociale, in timp
ce atrag si promoveaza interese comerciale.

Relatia dintre diferite piete urbane care servesc scopuri
specifice poate fi stabilita ,fluid,” permitand un flux liber
de oameni si activitati, ceea ce contribuie la crearea unui
sentiment de coeziune si coexistentd. In plus, pietele
urbane care permit o circulatie limitata sunt izolate
prin cladiri (Enschede) sau de diferente semnificative
de naltime (Almere). In situatiile in care activittile din
domeniul public sunt concentrate in jurul unui obiect
arhitectural, se creeaza zone urbane distincte, care devin
puncte de referinta pentru comunitatea locala, oferind
arhitecturii un statut de singularitate in cadrul tesutului
urban (Groningen). Intersectia si asocierea fluxurilor de
circulatie (Rotterdam) creeaza un sistem dinamic de spatii
publice.

Cadrul spatial Tn care se desfasoara activitatile umane
in mediul urban poate fi modelat in moduri diferite, fie
ca implica intersectia fluxurilor de circulatie, fie ca pune
accentul pe un obiect arhitectural. Importanta spatiului
public Tn crearea si definirea tesutului urban consta in
satisfacerea nevoilor si aspiratiilor locale.

Calitatea spatiului dedicat pietonilor devine o prioritate
in contextul reducerii influentelor industriei auto. Pietele
urbane devin puncte centrale de intalnire si participare la
viata orasului, promovand utilizarea eficienta a spatiului si
imbunadtatirea calitatii vietii. Starea umana este influentata
de dimensiunea spatiala in care se afla, iar aceasta isi
ia forma si functiunea prin perspective diferite asupra
transformarii vietii cotidiene si culturale. O abordare

Conclusions

In a continuously densifying urban landscape, the
adaptation of public spaces becomes essential for the
quality of urban living. New urban policies capture
transformations of the public spaces into true urban
centers, with an emphasis on connectivity, physical
interaction, and social ties, while attracting and promoting
commercial interests.

The relationship between different urban squares serving
specific purposes can be established “fluidly,” allowing a
free flow of people and activities, which contributes to
creating a sense of cohesion and coexistence. Additionally,
urban squares that permit limited circulation are
isolated by buildings (Enschede) or by significant height
differences (Almere). In situations where public domain
activities are concentrated around an architectural object,
distinct urban areas are created, which become reference
points for the local community, giving the architecture a
status of singularity within the urban fabric (Groningen).
The intersection and association of circulation flows
(Rotterdam) create a dynamic system of public spaces.

The spatial framework in which human activities unfold in
the urban environment can be shaped in different ways,
whether it involves the intersection of circulation flows or
the emphasis on an architectural object. The importance of
public space in creating and defining the urban fabric lies
in meeting local needs and aspirations.

The quality of pedestrian-dedicated space becomes a
priority in the context of reducing the influences of the
automotive industry. Urban squares become central points
for meeting and participatingin city life, promoting efficient
space utilization and improving the quality of life. The
human condition is influenced by the spatial dimension in
which they find themselves, and it takes shape and function
through different perspectives on the transformation of
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integrata in planificarea urbana si arhitecturala devine
cruciald pentru modelarea unor orase in care ritmul si
atmosfera locului sunt integrate in experienta locuitorilor.
Aspectele legate de dimensiunea locului, integrarea fizica,
scara, forma, marginile si texturile spatiilor contribuie la
diversitatea si bogatia experientei urbane.

Studiul releva trei directii prime in configurarea spatiului:
cu functiunea principala de piata civica, o piata dedicata
accesibilitatii traficului si o piata de agrement. Utilizarea
mixta a cerintelor specifice diferite, scalate in functie de
loc, defineste calitati urbane specifice. Durabilitatea locului
poate fi evaluata prin factori fizici, amplasarea mobilierului
urban, schimbarea nivelurilor pietonale, conectivitate si
vizibilitate, ecologici, asigurarea spatiilor verzi adecvate si
socio-culturali, prin conectivitate si vizibilitate.

Zonificarea functionala, prin elemente fizice bidimensionale
sau, mai rar, tridimensionale este o strategie prin care se
definesc caracteristici prin proiectare de detaliu a unor
imagini complementare. Toate acestea servesc un numar
tot mai mare de utilizatori, precum si actiuni si interactiuni
scurte, pe o duratd a sederii care se afla intr-un trend
descendent.

Tn studiile legate de conceptul de ,reapropiere de loc”,
Henri Lefebvre (1991) sustine, discutand despre producerea
spatiului, ca teama de gol, de neconstruit si politica non-
evenimentului sunt mai apropiate de experienta umana
decat interactiunea sociala si au o longevitate mai mare.
Rem Koolhaas evoca aceasta ipoteza in dezvoltarea
strategiilor pentru modelarea atat a spatiilor exterioare,
cat si a celor interioare, afirmand ca ,astazi, consensul se
construieste in jurul evitarii; cel mai profund angajament
al nostru este fata de non-eveniment” (Bock, 2015, p. 94).
Centrul orasuluiisi asuma rolul de loc pentru interactiunea
publica fara a fi neaparat determinat de reglementari
functionale.

daily and cultural life. An integrated approach in urban
and architectural planning becomes crucial for shaping
cities where the rhythm and atmosphere of the place are
integrated into the residents’ experience. Aspects related
to the dimension of place, physical integration, scale, form,
edges, and textures of the place contribute to the diversity
and richness of the urban experience.

The study reveals three primary directions in space
configuration: with the main function of a civic square, a
square dedicated to traffic accessibility, and a recreational
square. The mixed-use of different specific requirements,
scaled by location, defines specific urban qualities. The
sustainability of the place can be evaluated through
physical factors, urban furniture placement, changes in
pedestrian levels, connectivity and visibility, ecological
factors, ensuring adequate green spaces and socio-cultural
factors, through connectivity and visibility.

Functional zoning, through two-dimensional or, more
rarely, three-dimensional physical elements, is a strategy
through which characteristics are defined by detailed
design of complementary images. All these serve an
increasing number of users, as well as short time actions
and interactions, over a decreasing stay duration trend.

In studies related to the concept of “reapproaching
place” Henri Lefebvre (1991) argues, when discussing the
production of space, that the fear of the void, the unbuilt,
and the non-event policy are closer to human experience
than social interaction and have greater longevity. Rem
Koolhaas evokes this hypothesis in developing strategies
for shaping both exterior and interior spaces, stating
that “today, consensus is built around avoidance; our
deepest commitment is to the non-event” (Bock, 2015, p.
94). The city center assumes the role of a place for public
interaction without necessarily being determined by
functional regulations.
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